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Che Forest and Stream’s Platform Plank. 


“The sale of game should be prohibited at all seasons.” 


NAILS DRIVEN IN 1898.—No. I. 


Resolution adopted at the Interstate Convention of 
Game Wardens, at Chicago, Feb. 8: 

“Resolved, That it is the sense of this meeting that 
the several States here represented pass laws looking 
toward the final prohibition of the sale of all game pro- 
tected by law.” 

Sen nena ance aaSnnnASNESSnSSLES See 
THE FISH COMMISSION DEAL CONSUMMATED, 


Last Monday the Senate confirmed the nomination 
of George M. Bowers, of West Virginia, to be United 
States Commissioner of Fish and Fisheries. This con- 
summates the deal by which the President has turned 
over an important office to the politicians as spoil, It 
expresses also the Senate’s acquiescence in President Mc- 
Kinley’s violation of the statutory provisions governing 
the appointment. Commissioner Bowers has been put 
into the place in defiance of law; and it should not be 
forgotten that despite his appointment to the commis- 
siongrship he has no legal right to it. He holds the 
place only because in fulfillment of a political deal the 
President elected to violate the statute, and the Senate 
elected to uphold him in the violation. 

The immediate future of the Commission will depend 
in a measure upon the course Mr. Bowers may pursue 
with respect to the employees in the several divisions. 
Long before his nomination he made promise of places 
in the Commission to certain personal friends who were 
working for him, and whose qualification for these places 
was that they were working for him. It is not to be 
supposed that one who has secured his own appoint- 
ment in the way the new Commissioner’s came to him 
will be squeamish about dismissing trained and experi- 
enced men from the force to make way for his own 
personal friends, however wanting in fitness they may 
be. There is, however, a bare hope that in this respect 
Commissioner Bowers may follow the course of Com- 
missioner Brice, who, when he realized the magnitude 
of the work of the Commission and his own incompe- 
tence to deal with it, actually had not the courage to 
carry out certain prearranged deals and deprive himself 
of the saving services of experts. What has been ac- 
complished under Commissioner Brice has been the 
work of his subordinates, and work achieved in spite 
of their chief's lack of qualifications, If the new in- 
competent shall have the sense to retain the old men in 
their places, they may be trusted to withstand the utter 
demoralization of the Commission’s affairs otherwise to 
be expected. 








YELLOWSTONE PARK EXTENSION, 


Co.. Younc, Acting Superintendent of the Yellow- 
stone National Park, has prepared a measure which Sec- 
retary Bliss has sent to the Public Lands Committees of 
the House and Senate, to enlarge the boundaries of the 
Park. The proposed extension would include the present 
timber reserve in Wyoming east and south of the Park, 
the Teton Forest reserve set apart by President Cleve- 
land in 1896 and including the Jackson Hole game coun- 
try, a tract of low land at the southwest corner of the 
Park, and a mountainous strip in Montana to the north- 
west. The enlargement as projected is a step which 
has been urged in these columns for many years, and it 
is one which has the cordial support of all persons fa- 
miliar with the game conditions of the Park and con- 
tiguous territory. One reason for the extension is, in 
brief, that such a change of boundaries would include 
tracts of country now infested by gangs of poachers who 
raid on the Park game supply, and by their removal 
would insure the better protection of the Park itself. 





Another consideration is that the proposed territory to 
be reserved includes some of the most important: inter- 
ranges of Rocky Mountain game, which might well be 
constituted Government refuges. 








SNAP SHOTS. 


THE question o{ the public control of dogs ‘in large 
cities, always a perplexing one, ha$» been considered 
settled, in a way, in this State by the operation of a law 
which intrusted that control to the Societies for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, or to the Humane So- 
cieties. Under the system, which has been in effect for 
some years past, owners have been required to pay a 
license fee to the local society of $1 for each dog, receiv- 
ing in return from the society a metal tag to be attached 
to the dog’s collar. Dogs found in the streets without the 
license tag have been taken by the society, and if un- 
redeemed have been killed. The system, while meeting 
some individual opposition, has been generally accept- 
able. The public welcomed the efficient and decent ser- 
vices of the societies’ agents always in grateful contrast 
with the thieves, thugs and murderers who in large part 
constituted the old force of licensed dog-catchers. So 
general, in fact, was the satisfaction with the new order 
of things that at first no one thought of inquiring into 
the constitutional aspect of the law, and this phase of 
the subject has only just now come up for consideration. 





The unconstitutional character of the law has just been 
determined in a case decided in the Appellate Court. 
Frederick Fox and Melvin L. Evans, of Albany, brought 


suit in the Supreme Court against the Hudson River - 


Humane Society to restrain the society from destroying 
their dogs, for which licenses had not been paid. Their 
contention was that the law was unconstitutional, and the 
Supreme Court finding against them, they carried the 
case up on appeal and secured a reversal. The Court 
held, in an opinion by Justice Landon, that in this: State 
dogs are property, and may not be destroyed without 
due process of law; and that the grant of a license be- 
ing the exercise of a sovereign power, the right to exact 
a license may not be delegated to a private corporation. 
We quote: 

“The important question here is: Suppose he refuses 
to take out a license for his dog, can the dog be sum- 
marily killed or confiscated without any process of law 
whatever? When the law of the State was that dogs 
were not prima facie property, but must be proved to be 
valuable before they could be treated as such, it fol- 
lowed that the killing or confiscation of a dog, prima 
facie, affected no property right, and was no legal griev- 
ance. But now dogs in this State are property (Mullaly 
versus People, 86 N. Y., 365), and, of course, within the 
laws for the protection of property. * * * Now, it 
is plain that whether a dog is licensed or not does not 
affect its character. A good dog is none the less so 
though it wears no collar. The statute of 1896 does not 
declare the keeping of an unlicensed dog a misdemeanor, 
nor does it declare that the dog that wears no collar is 
presumptively a nuisance. The plaintiff does not put his 
dogs to an improper use. They are neither vicious nor 
dangerous. There is, therefore, no ground upon which 
we can assume that the plaintiff's dogs are a_nui- 
sance, and hence the defendant’s right to kill them must 
rest upon some other basis, or be denied altogether. 
* * * Tf we assume that the killing or confiscation 
of the plaintiff's dogs is the penalty prescribed for his 
disobedience of the statute, then the same reasons which 
entitle him to his day in court before a penalty in 
money can be exacted apply before the penalty in dogs 
can be exacted. In neither case can he be deprived of 
his property without due process of law. The currency 
in which the penalty is exacted cannot affect the prin- 
ciple. * * * Under the act of 1896 no dog in the city 
of Albany has a prima facie right to live unless it wears 
a collar of the defendant. * * * The grant of a license 
is the exercise of sovereign power. To require the in- 
dividual to pay a private corporation for a sovereign 
favor seems to be contrary to the fundamental principles 
of popular government. * * * We have no doubt 
the defendant is a most worthy institution, but however 
great its merits, they cannot obscure the vice of such 
legislation.” : 

This, then, abolishes the existing system of caring for 
the dog population in great cities; but the societies 


amount of effort. 


which have done the work so effectu Wly and well should 
in some way be empowered to continue it. We must 
have dogs, the supply must be controlled by somie license 
system, and there must be some macliinery for enforcing 
the purposes of the license. ‘Experience has shown that 
the best machinery is that provided by the S. F. P. C. A. 
and its kindred organizations. 





The New York State Museurn Bulletin for October is 
devoted to the subject of “Road Materials and Road 
Building,” which is treated in a comprehensivé, masteriy 
style by F. J. H. Merrill, Ph.D., Director New York 
State Museum. There is no one who will deny the 
utility of good roads and the great need of them in this 
country, but there are few indeed who know how good 
roads should be constructed, or where the best ma- 
terial for them can be obtained. ‘The preparation of 
such a bulletin as the one in question represents a vast 
There was an enormous amount of 
detail to investigate and arrange so as to be, available 
as matter for instruction and reference. In respect to 
the material available in the State of New York, Director 
Merrill communicated with nearly 2,000 quarrymen, the 
information obtained being condensed into forty-two 
pages of letterpress, to which are added fourteen full- 
page diagrams and half-tones showing the manner of 
constructing first-class roads, the different stages of con- 
struction being so clearly illustrated that any one with 
ordinary ability can understand perfectly how the roads 
are built, and in what their excellence consists. The 
maps which accompany the bulletin admirably supple- 
ment the work. The front pocket cover contains one 
of New York, showing the distribution of rocks most 
useful for road material, and the back cover contains 
a large map showing the whole State on a scale of tin. 
to twelve miles. It gives an accurate location of every 
stone quarry used for building and road metal. By 
means of colors and symbols the quarries with crushers 
are shown, and the bluestone, sandstone, limestone, trap, 
granite and slate are distinguished. A short review of 
the history of roads is presented as an introductory, and 
the important reasons for road improvement throughout 
the country are set forth as follows: “First, the de- 
sirability of reducing the cost of hauling; second, the 
importance of making most of the roads fit for pleasure 
driving, thereby attracting to the rural districts in sum- 
mer thousands of people who create a market for vari- 
ous farm products; third, the economic principle of 
preventing the great waste of labor which is now fruit- 
lessly expended in making bad roads.” 

The topics principally considered are the Problem oi 
Road Improvement in‘New York, Natural Roads, Road 
Construction, Earth Roads, Construction and Mainte- 
nance, Road Materials and their Distribution, Tests of 
Road Material. 

In the construction of roads the essential points to be 
considered are set forth as being a;hard, smooth, water- 
proof surface and a thoroughly dry -foundation. Little 
as the general public knows of these principles, it is 
pointed out that they were known to the Romans 300 
years before Christ. The road, moreover, must be built 
of sufficient strength to resist the weight and wear and 
tear of heavy traffic, and the surface must be smooth, so 
that there will be no undue strain ou vehicles and no 
undue expenditure of force in drawing them. 





The very fact that the Illinois Sportsmen’s Association 
has held a midwinter convention for the consideration 
of game and fish interests is in itself full of significance 
and promise, for it means that the concern and activity 
of the organization are not longer to b: restricted to trap 
tournaments. 





If Mr. Henry Talbott and his committee associates of 
the District of Columbia Association shall carry out the 
programme he has laid down of a comprehensive and 
exhaustive investigation into the subject of river pollu- 
tion, they will perform a service of national scope. The 
task is of such magnitude, however, that it might well be 
intrusted tova Government commission. The interests 
involved are of importancé beyond computation. Public 
health, water supplies, manufacturing industries, the fish- 
eries—all these are concerned. 





~ The index of Voiume 49 is sent with this issue to all 
subscribers, and will be supplied on application to others 
who may wish it for bound volumes, 
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Che Sportsman Courist. 





Canute Feast with Bear Dessert. 


I tive in the Short Grass country, in western Kansas, 
west of the tooth meridian I’ve got a lot of young 
ones, a lot of cows, young and old; a lot of horses, mares 
and colts, and a big closet full of guns, rifles and 
everything that makes a sportsman’s heart warm when 
he looks at them 

I have to keep it locked, for my two boys, I believe, 
could use up all my cartridges in a week on snowbirds 
and rabbits 

I received a letter from Mr. Miguel Trebinio about a 
month since. He lives on Rita Azul, in New Mexico 
It read thus: } 

“Friend Mine: Come at once to Rita Azul. I have 
a trade to make, and I want you to help me. It is our 
horses for cattle. I think if you come out, by the help of 
the Santa Nina (Blessed Virgin) we can skin him. I 
also have a bear in a hole for you. You are also invited 
to a canute game and a feast. Your brother, 

“MIGUEL TREBINIO.” 

Who could resist that plaintive appeal? A bear, horse 
trades, canute and a feast were too much. I wrote: 

Expect me Monday night. Meet me at the train with 
the buckboard.” 

Sunday eve at 10:30 found me on the A., T. & S. F 
train, where the colored porter kicked because I wanted 
to put my rifle and shotgun to bed with me. I try to 
handle a rifle as carefully as if it was glass, for a little 
careless knock may disarrange the sights, and it’s heart 
sickening to miss a deer after half a day’s work with 
one’s nerves on a strain all the time. I finally gave him 
50 cents to go and see if my setter was all right in the 
baggage car; put my rifle to bed, and meekly turned over 
the shotgun when he came back. He took it and looked 
at the case a minute and then said: “If you want to sleep 
with that gun, boss, put him in bed, I guess he wof't 
hurt noffin.” So in it went, and I went into the smoking 
room and talked to the conductor for some time. He 
is a sportsman, and I made him very uneasy when I told 
him of all that was before me. At last I went to bed, 
unwillingly. I hate to go to bed and hate to get up. 
The porter aroused me at 8 A. M. with: “Boss, the 
train is almost got to breakfast.” So I got up, and at 
La Junta we ate. In thirty minutes we were steaming 
toward the south. The Spanish Peaks came in sight. 
then the Raton Mountains, and at last my own beloved 
Mesa de Mayo, or May Mountain. It is full of trees 
and grass and water and game, with a sprinkling of 
horse thieves and an occasional bunch of Ute Indians 
that make it, taking it as a whole, altogether lovely. 
Near Thatcher I saw a band of seven or more antelope 
grazing at a distance of a mile from the track. They 
were southeast from the station. They were not dis- 
turbed by the noise of the train, and were still feeding 
with their heads down when I saw them last. It looked 
encouraging, and I hoped that my bear was asleep and 
doing well. 

We steamed into Trinidad at 12 noon, and I had a very 
tough beefsteak at a restaurant and then went into a 
grocery store and bought things. I tried to buy a little 
of everything that was easily cooked or could be eaten 
raw, and had them boxed in two Arbuckle coffee cases, 
leaving Orders to ship them by express at once. Then 
| went to the Denver and Fort. Worth. Railroad Depot, 
and-after thirty miles of a run on the north side of the 
Raton Mountains and parallel to them I got off at a 
woebegone little station called Trinchara’ The place 
consists of a depot, a store containing a post-office, four 
dilapidated cans of peaches, a bar of soap and a very 
drunken and disreputable proprietor—an American mar 
ried to a Mexican woman. But here came Miguel driv 
ing three horses before him, one with my saddle on him, 
the other two bare. “Why didn’t you bring the buck- 
board, Miguel?” 5 

“It is broken. Part of the harness is lost, and the 
workhorses are gone with the cavayard. They are all 
gone. I borrowed these horses from Jesus Mestis to 
come for you. My son Luis is off after the horses on 
a mule, and Inez is after them on her jackass.” 

“T have two big boxes and a valise to pack, and we 
will have a time getting home, I fear.” 

“No, Sefior, if the diamond hitch does not hold when 
1 make it I am willing to leave the boxes in the road.” 

So I meekly unrolled my bedding, made impromptu 
packsaddles, and those two boxes went on a horse, one 
on each side, with the grip on top. On the other horse 
went two sacks of oats and my two guns. In the two 
sacks of oats were twenty-four bottles of beer and a 
large jug containing 2gals. of fair whisky, my contribu- 
tion to the feast at the canute game. Mexicans are like 
Indians, crazy for anything intoxicating, and I am very 
fond of my Mexicans, and a little won’t hurt them. 
Poor devils! they can’t get anything decent to drink 
in the shape of stimulants often. The whisky of the 
wilds of Colorado is simply awful. 

And we started. The packs rode as if they were part 
of the horses. We landed-at the ranch to find the 
horses all back and Inez cooking supper. I had a room 
all to myself in the old jacal. 

The ornaments amused me. A skull, a cheap print of 
the Virgin Mary, and my photograph. It’s a very 
saucy photograph. It shows me dressed in buckskin— 
old, worn buckskin—and I looked as wild as a hawk, 
and felt so, when I had it taken seventeen years ago. 

When I got my store clothes off and came out into 
the kitchen Luis had got into the grub boxes. Luis 
is sixteen years old and as inquisitive as a monkey. But 
it was all right. I scolded him as if he was my own boy, 
and told him that his shame was lacking and his gall 
was large, and he seemed deeply affected. Then I con- 
soled him with some candy that he likes as well as if he 
were younger. 

We were hardly through supper before the guests be- 
gan to assemble for the canute game—about twenty men 
and women. 

Juan Madril and his wife, on horses, came first. Juan 
is about seventy years old. He is tall, lean, sinewy and 
dark. He has an eye like a hawk, and long, straight 
black hair; and is as active as a boy. His father years 
ago captured a Comanche girl, took her home and mar- 


ried her, down in old Mexico. She had many sons, and 
they were all smart men, and all of them now alive are 
well-to-do, but the Indian sticks out in them in many 
ways. Dofia Luisa Madril is fair, fat and forty, and a 
good woman. They alighted, and Juan shook hands 
with me. He remarked that he was glad to see me alive, 
and I told him that I was glad of it also, A boy took 
their horses, and just then up came a wagonload of peo- 
ple. Miguel turned to receive them, and I heard Juan 
say to his wife: “Miguel is putting on much style, having 
four peons for our horses.” 

“That’s El Dick’s doings,” replied Luisa, and it was 
true. I had told some boys to take care of the horses, 
because I knew my Mexican compadres would be cold 
when they arrived, and a man to take one’s horse, a 
welcome, a cup of hot coffee and a good fire make any 
one feel contented. 

Don Andreas Lucero was in the wagon. He is ninety 
years old, almost blind, and as jolly as a boy of sixteen. 
His wagon was full of his friends, and they all tumbled 
out and went in. 

The women were mostly dressed in black, with red 
shawls over their heads, and there were two or three very 
pretty girls among the crowd. The best-looking and 
smartest of the Mexicans showed Indian blood, I think 
it must have taken an enterprising Mexican to catch 
an Indian lady seventy-five years ago. 

The house was brilliantly lighted up with about twenty 
candles, while my head lamp was hung up at the main 
entrance and shone a long way down the road. My 
head lamp is a Furguson, and is useful everywhere I 
have killed a few deer with it when I was very hungry, 
but you had not better get one, because it’s too easy to 
kill deer with them. I want every one but myself to 
still-hunt. 

Canute is pronounced kanyootey. It is a game in 
vented by the Navajo Indians. It is played with four 
sticks 1oin. long, 2in. in diameter, round and like a big, 
fat candle; a hole in each stick 6in. deep; each stick is 
named and marked on the butt, No. 1, No. 2—the mulatto 
and the sinchow (or the one with a girth). The players 
choose sides. There is a hole in each stick 8in. deep, and 
the game is to find an iron nail that the opposite side hide 
in one of the sticks. They hide the iron in one and plant 
all four sticks in a pile of dirt, butt up. One man walks 
up to the pile, and his aim is to pick up the stick with 
the iron in it third. Each side has on the start fifty-two 
beans, and the side that gets them all wins. If the 
hunter picks up the stick with the iron in it first, he has 
to pay ten beans; if second, he has to pay six beans; 
third, he does not pay anything, and he and his side 
do the hiding and the other side has to hunt the iron. 
If he picks it up fourth, he has to pay foury If he don’t 
win the iron, his side has to hunt the iron again. The 
game is a rather dirty and noisy one. Men and women 
all bet on it, and they most of them sing Indio-Mexican 
songs while the hunter is after the iron. This is one of 
the songs: 


Ora see, ora no, ele canyootey no sa van, 
. Der la welta millyonara 
No mass yo say undestan. 


Or, to put it into English: 
Now yes, now no, 
The canute does not go 


In this universe of millions, 
I’m the only one can know. 


And then they would all howl like wolves, and the 
hunter would scratch his bushy pate and make a grab 
and get the unlucky stick. And then his side would jaw 
and pay from their bean cup, and the other side would 
hide the iron again. . 

I finally got excited and bet a horse on the game with 
Inez against her jackass, and lost it. She offered it 
back to me the next morning, but I observed that she 
and Luis had got up very early and put her brand on 
it. Bless the old lady, I’d give her ten horses if she 
wanted them, for she is of the salt of the earth. I love 
her, and she is the ugliest woman I ever saw, and sev- 
enty-five years old, 

At 12 o'clock we had the feast—lots of beef, bread and 
coffee, with no milk or sugar. I turned loose the stimu- 
lants, and all went merry as a marriage bell. At 12:30 
they commenced playing again, and you should have 
seen them bet and sing and holler. I quit them after 
a little while and went to bed. The game broke up at 
about 2 A. M. 

Miguel made me get up soon after day, and after 
breakfast we went and I traded some three-year-old 
horses for some two-year-old steers. Horses are un- 


salable and steers are cash, but I don’t think I made a. 


fortune, and told Miguel so. I believe he could have 
done better himself, but he is afraid that I won't like it 
if he trades. To tell the truth, I don’t care much what 
he does with them, for I bought them for him, and they 
are really his, though legally I own them. 

Toward night we rode up on the hills and over to a 
deep mountain gorge with a stream in it called Rita 
Buey, or Ox Creek. There are a few big cottonwoods 
in the creek bottom. We had concluded that the tur- 
keys would not roos: there that night; the old fellows 
began to sail off the steep bank up a tree. I knew they 
must be fat, for they made lots of noisé, and one missed 
the tree and had to go up the hill andtry it again. 

Twenty-six big turkeys went to-roost that night. We 
waited till they had got quiet, and then crept up under 
the trees. One old gobbler said “put, put,” and I shot 
him in the head with No. 6 shot and smokeless powder, 
and down he came with a crash, and I could hear him 
beat a tattoo on the ground. Miguel got one, and I shot 
another as soon as I could see after the glare of my gun, 
and the rest flew in every direction out into the night. 
We got our three and rode off home well satisfied. I 
could have camped there till morning and_ got 
half the flock with a call, but we had all we wanted. 
and I am going to hunt them next year, I hope. Twenty- 
pound ek ey raised on spring water, grasshoppers and 
pifion nuts, are good eating, and old Inez came out 
bareheaded with a torch when wé got home, took the 
game and seemed very happy. 

After supper Miguel told Inez of the hunt, and she 
said that we had killed one too many; ~*that-we could 

et them any time, and that we were good hunters; and 
f swelled with pride and gave her a big package of 
tailor-made cigarettes from one of my grips. “Such are 


the rewards of the skillful flatterer,” said Miguel. “Give 
me some, too”—which I did at once. 

Then Miguel told me about our bear. It appears that 
he had found a cave near the head of Rita Buey during 
the summer and crawled into it after being well satis- 
fied that there was nothing in it. It was 2oft. straight 
in, at the base of an enormous pillar of rock called the 
Rig Nigger Head. It then turned to the right a few 
feet, and there was a nest. There was sign of a bear 
around there, and he was satisfied that it was holed: up 
for the winter. 

It is, as all well-regulated and sensible people know, 
not pleasant to get up very early in the morning. A 
bear which has probably been asleep a month and is in 
a cave will be there at 10 or 11 as well as at 6; and so 
when I went to bed I told Miguel to leave me alone till 
I wanted to get up in the morning. 

At about* 10 I crawled out and ate breakfast, and saw 
my horse and two others already saddled. When Miguel 
and I picked up our guns and went out Inez came out 
with Luis’ rifle instead of Luis, as I expected, and I 
heard Luis singing, as he washed the breakfast pans, a 
mournful dirge in Mexican, which, as translated, was: 
“My heart is broken by thy bright black eyes.” I asked 
Inez if she was going, and told her that she would catch 
cold; and she calmly informed me that she had on my old 
corduroy pants and Luis’ boots; that she had not been 
hunting for some time, and that she was young. That 
settled the question, and we mounted and rode away. 
The old lady presented a queer spectacle, astride of a 
very frolicsome pony, with an old gray muffler, very 
dirty, turban fashion on her head; Miguel’s old blue 
army blouse, a new pair of gauntlet gloves that I gave 
her right there, for she was bare-handed; a calico skirt, 
my pants and those boots! She was smoking a cigarette, 
and I longed for the skill of Frederic Remington, or even 
a kodak. 

So away we went. Miguel had a jack rabbit in a bag, 
a long cord, a bunch of rags and a bottle of kerosene. 
After a long climb we got within about 3oo0yds. of the 
cave or den, and could ride no further; so we tied the 
horses and climbed up on foot. The den is on a ledge 
about roft. wide, and runs under the cliff that towers 
up for hundreds of feet. When we got there Inez perched 
herself on a rock about toft. from the mouth of the cave, 
with a Winchester. Miguel had my .45-90, and I had 
my 8-bore, 15lb. shotgun, loaded with cartridges con- 
taining nine .44cal. buckshot and 7drs. of powder. The 
programme was to tie the cord to the rabbit’s leg, tie 
the rags to his tail, soak them with kerosene, and send 
him into the hole, and when the bear came out, to kill 
him. If that didn’t work I was to put on my head lamp 
and crawl in and pot him, or he me. I wanted that bear 
if he was there. 

Miguel took out the rabbit, and it squealed; tied the 
rags to his tail with about rft. of play; hitched the long 
cord to his leg; got down on all fours at the mouth of 
the den; pointed Brer Jack into the hole, and setting 
fire to the rags, turned him loose. He immediately 
wheeled around and jumped over Miguel’s shoulder, 
away from the cave. The burning rags hit Miguel a 
swipe on the whiskers and scorched them some. The 
tabbit then jumped off the ledge and set the dry, leaves 
afire to the length of the cord. I dropped the gun and 
Miguel and I went to putting out the fire. 

About the time we had got the fire put out and I had 
turned the jack loose we heard a dull, muffled roar above 
us, and Miguel exclaimed, in accents of despair: “That 
old witch has gone in and killed your bear.” We scram- 
bled up on to the ledge, and here came Inez out of the 
hole with my lamp strapped on her head and my big 
gun in her hand. We waited. Some smoke came out 
of the cave, and all was still. Miguel and I both wanted 
to go in, and finally drew matches to see which of us 
should go, for two should not go in at once, If a man 
is alone he can get out better than if a man is behind 
him. Miguel won. In he went with the head lamp and 
the shotgun, and soon came out and said the bear was 
dead, and that we. must get a rope and two of us go 
in and drag him out. We went down to the horses and 
got a rope, and both crawled in and cut a hole ‘through 
the bear’s lower jaw, and finally got him out. He was a 
black bear, and weighed about. 2oolbs. The top of his 
head had been blown into a mush by the big gun. Inez 
said that when she got down to the bear he looked like 
a big, round cushion of fur. She finally saw his ears, 
shot him once between them and then came out very 
quickly.. Miguel told her that she had done wrong; that 
the bear was mine, and that I should have shot him. She 
said that she was a very old woman and that we were 
young and could probably find other bears before we 
died; that she had always wanted to kill a bear, and 
that now she had killed one. I told her that I was not 
angry. So we skinned and cut up the bear, and putting 
the meat on Miguel's horse and my own, and the hide 
on Inez’s horse, we slowly wended our way down the 
mountain, ‘single file. 

I came home next day and brought some bear meat. 
which, by the way, is not very good eating. I made Inez 
take $10 for the hide, and she sniffled a little when I 
came away, and said she was sorry that she had killed 
my bear. I am going to tan the skin and use it for a 
lap robe. -Miguel informed me _ privately that the 
next time we went bear hunting Inez should stay in 
camp, for she was too fast and inclined to want to hog 
things. He also said he hoped she would steady down 
when she got older. She is about seventy-six now. 

Home. A bath, a shave and clean clothes, a big pile 
of correspondence and some bills to pay. My wife and 
children seemed glad to see me, and my boy Will, who 
could not well go with me this trip, made me tell him 
much more than I have told you. 

Hasta la manana. W. J. Dixon. 
Cimarron, Kan, 





“Men I Have Fished With.” 


Mr. Frank A. Bares, president Boston Scientific Society, 
writes: ‘The book is most interesting, covering fishing and shoot- 
ing, hunting, trapping, woodcraft and clean-cut charatter sketches 
of many sorts of men. I have read it through twice, and when 
I feel tired and cross with the world I take it down and read 
a chapter of humor or: pathos, and my, brain is refreshed.” 

Mr. George B. Wood, of Reuben Wood’s Sons, Syracuse, N. 
Y., says: “My dear Major Fred: I thank you for the sketch of 
my father and of my uncle Ira. |] are very lifelike, and while 
I did not know the other men in the book I know them now, 
for each individual stands out clear and dist:=ct.” 
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Just About a Boy.—VI. 


, 


“Ducks ’re flyin’,” said-the boy, as he met me at the 
corner, “Less go up river ’n’ git some. I know where 
they’s a dandy place, string o’ pon’s out in the edge o’ 
the timber ’n’ some more up in a big pasture, with corn- 
fields right clost by. 

“Always git lots up there when they’re a-flyin’, ’n’ 
sometimes a goose, too. Will yeh go?” 

“T guess we’d better. Any show for snipe up there?” 
| asked. 

“Gee, yes! Always jacksnipe around the pond in the 
pasture. Yeh see, one end of it is kind o’ springy ’n’ 
has lots o’ little watery places in it where the cattle have 
tromped ’round, ’n’ the jacks ’re always at that end. 
Ain’t very many of ’em, but they’s gen’ly some. 

“Tl tell yeh what less do. I got a good tentin’ outfit. 
Less take it ’n the boat ’n’ go to-night ’n’ camp, sost to 
be up there early ’n the morning. That’s the best time, 
you know.” 

“All right, I guess I can fix it,” I answered. “You go 
ahead and get ready, and I'll be over to the house in 
half an hour. What will we need to take in the way of 
grub?” 

“Oh, I got enough grub cached up at the maples to 
last us, ’n’ I’ll throw what else we want, into my packsack 
‘n’ pick up the rest up there as we go along.” 

We separated and got our traps together, meeting at 
his house half an hour later, ready for the trip. It did 
not take long to get to the river and load the boat, and 
by the middle of the afternoon we had reached the boy’s 
camp at the maples, about four miles up stream. Here 
he “dug up” a complete camp outfit, excepting blankets, 
from his snugly hidden cache, and we proceeded, 
equipped for staying two or three days if we chose. 
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When we reached a point opposite the ponds we 
pulled in and soon had camp made among some jack 
oaks that grew well above the river, and when darkness 
came we were comfortably housed. 

Ducks had been passed on the way up, flying in many 
directions, but none came near enough for a shot, as 
we were in midstream and only traveling, not taking any 
measures to conceal either ourselves or our boat. 

Darkness settled down with a muddy sky and a promise 
of dirty weather, a prospect that set the boy to whistling 
contentedly as he put the finishing touches on the camp. 

“Goin’ to git a nor’west wind in the mornin’, | 
reckon,” he said, With a yawn; “’n’ if we do, we'll git 
ducks, too, ‘cause they'll come a-hummin’ from the 
north if it comes a little cold. 

“Less go to bed, sost we can git up early.” 

We curled up in our blankets, and the last thing I 
remember was watching the flare of red spring out of 
the bed of coals where our fire had been, every time a 
little whirl of wind eddied down through the oaks and 
bulged the tent flaps open. 

‘Hay! Goin’ to sleep all day?” 

The boy was up and dressed and reaching for the 
strings that held the flaps of the tent together when I 
opened my eyes. It was still dark as pitch, and the boy 
had the lantern lit inside the tent. 

A cold, raw wind was hurrying down the river, tossing 
the branches and making the trees moan in a desolate 
way, and the low-hanging clouds hurried by with it. 

“Come on, less git a hustle on us, or it'll be daylight 
‘fore we git started,” said the boy, as he skurried around 

making preparations for our morning meal. 

I got the guns and shells out, and prepared the camp 
for leaving, while he was busy with the frying pan and 
coffee pot. 

“They're a-flyin’,” he said, as a flock of ducks hurtled 
by on whistling wings, following the course of the river. 

After breakfast we hurried to the pond in the timber 
edge, and were soon concealed in the high “~ grass 
on the lee side of the water, a position the boy selected. 
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“Yeh see, the ducks ’ll come in with the wind ’n’ shoot 
down this way, ’n’en circle back ’gainst the wind. They 
come like a streak, ’n’en when they pass the pond they 
come back slow ’gainst the wind, sost to ‘light; ’n’en, 
when they pass us, is the time to plunk it into °em. They 
are aE, too fast with the wind, but they’re éasy comin’ 
back,” 

We had only got comfortably settled when a whistle 
of wings passed over us, going with the speed of an 
express train, with the wind. 

“Teal,” said the boy, though it was still too dark to 
see more than a bit of swiftly moving black cloud against 
the sky as they passed. 

“They'll be back ’n a minute, ’n’en whale away at 'em 
as they pass. Shoot at the bunch if yeh can’t see a 
single bird,” said the boy. 

Sure enough, a few minutes after the sharp whistle 
of wings swiftly beating the air sounded again almost 
over us. 

“Give it to ’em,” said the boy, as he turned both 
barrels loose at the moving mass. I did the same, though 
neither could tell whether we had killed a bird or scored 
a miss after the flash of the guns. 

“Reckon we must ’a’ got one er two, anyhow,” the 
boy remarked. “They can’t get away, ’n’ we can find 
*em when it gets light, if we did,” he continued. 

When the next flock came the morning was gray 
enough to pick out our birds, and three teal fell as the 
guns barked. These the boy quickly brought in, and 
again we crouched, waiting in the grass. 

A bunch of five mallards came next, and we stopped 
every one, a proceeding that so elated the boy that he 
characterized it as “a whole lot lucky.” 

Ducks in job lots kept coming, some passing without 
giving us a shot, others circling back only to fall as the 
guns cracked, and the pile grew beside us until we had 
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TAXIDERMY AND SCULPTURE 


twenty-nine between us for the morning’s shooting when 
the flight ceased and we had gathered in all the cripples. 

“Less take these to camp, ’n’en go over to the other 
pond,” said the boy. “Reckon we can get a few more 
over there if we sneak up on ’em, ’n’en we'll sure get a 
few jacks, too, round the springy end.” We packed our 
game to the tent and then went over to the pasture pond, 
walking up to it through a little draw that put into the 
valley. 

“Oh, gee!” said the boy, in a stage whisper, as he 
peeped over a little bank of earth that hid us from the 
water. 

“They’s about fifty geese out there, settin’ all tucked up 
like a lot o’ mummies. Got any big shot?” 

“No, nothing but fours,” I answered. 

“Well, here; pull yours out,” he said, swiftly throwing 
out his duck loads and replacing them with BB shells. 

“T got lots of ’em, ’n’ you can change your shot. Wish 
we both had the same size guns.” 

He was digging out the wads from a couple of his 
12-gauge shells with his hunting knife as he spoke, and 
I was working nervously with a couple of my No. tos. 

When we had reloaded my shells with the heavy shot, 
the boy said: “Now, all ready; we'll count three ’n’ 
raise up ’n’ shoot. You take the left side o’ the flock 
’n’ I'll take the right. Git in two shots 'n’en load juss 
as quick as ever you can, ’cause they may circle back.” 

he stispense was ended when the boy said “three,” 
and we turned four loads loose among the unsuspecting 
geese at a distance of 30 or goyds. A crackling flap of 
beating wings, mixed with frightened honkings and a 
gabble of sounds, smote our ears as the flock took to 
the air, leaving six of their number unable to rise. The 
boy threw in another shell and pitched the load after 
the retreating birds, and another one spread his —_ 
and sailed out of the bunch at a flat angle, striking the 
round a quarter of a mile away in the open pasture. 

t took three more shots to stop the cripples before we 
could gather up the dead. 

“Gee! ain’t this luck for yeh?” said the boy, fairly 
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beside himself, as he ran after the cripples, working like 
a 1o H. P. engine. 

When we had our six piled up the boy said: “Now I'll 
go ’n’ git that cripple out’n the pasture, ’n’ you better 
circle around the other end of the pond by the springs, 
“cause maybe you'll git a jack er two in there yet.” 

I did as directed, and got a pair of fine fat snipes out 
of five that pitched up from the march. Looking toward 
the boy, I saw him foot racing the wounded goose, 
which could half run, half fly, and keep ahead of him. 

After chasing it for a couple of hundred yards, he 
stopped, threw up his gun, and as the white puff of 
smoke pitched out of the gun the goose doubled up. 
Coming back, we gathered up our game and struck for 
camp, the boy keeping up a running fire of talk on geese 
in general and these geese in particular, as proud of 
outpotting the seven as though it had been the making 
of a million dollars—and probably more satisfied with it. 

When we reached camp he was willing to go home, and 
we soon had the boat under way. At the maples we 
re-cached his camp outfit and continued down stream, 
reaching home before dark, and every one that saw us on 
the way home from the boat had to stop and ask a thou 
sand questions about those blessed geese. 

Ex. ComaNncuo. 


Little Assinaboine’s Charge. 


1 was much interested some time ago in reading in 
your columns, under the title “Stories of a Heroic Age,” 
some accounts of Indian adventure by Messrs. Kelley 
and Grinnell, both of whom I have known for many 
years, These adventures took ptace in the old buffalo 
range, which was also the fighting ground for Sioux 
and Cheyennes against Crows, Blackfeet, Northern Gros 
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Ventres, and other plains tribes. On this old buffalo 
range the buffalo“Indians used to meet and to fight, how 
bitterly and how bravely no one can appreciate who 
was not in the country at that time. 

The Crows and the Sioux were almost always at war, 
and the stories which I have referred to bring up to my 
recollection a tale told me by two Sioux Indians who 
were engaged in one of these battles. These men were 
named Lone Standing Bull and Round Wooden Cloud. 
I have no reason to doubt their veracity, and as will be 
seen later their story was confirmed by the appearance 
of the battleground as I saw it. 

It had been the practice of the Sioux war parties in 
attacking the Crows to send a small party to rush 
through thé camp, and when the Crows turned out, to 
retreat, drawing most of the young men after them in 
pursuit, The fleeing Sioux would lead the Crows into 
an ambush already prepared, when of course the Sioux 
would usually gain the advantage. 

In the particular fight of which these two Indians told 
me thirty-one Crows, a horse, and a dog belonging to 
them were wiped out in the year 1870 by a large party of 
Sioux under the leadership of Little Assinaboine. This 
is how it happened: 

A party of thirty-two Crows on a war expedition 
found themselves near the Yellowstone River close to 
a large Sioux camp. A council was held, and it was de- 
termined to raid the camp for their horses. All the 
Crows, with one exception, agreed to this, but one man 
claimed that the.risk was too great, and that he would 
not remain, He therefore left the party and returned to 
camp, he being the only one of the ill-fated thirty-two 
ever to return home. 

Two scouts were sent forward to locate the horses 
belonging to the Sioux, They went close to the camp 
and lay in some brush, waiting for evening, and while 
there two young Sioux boys were seen approaching 
mounted, but unarmed, no doubt going after horses. 

The Crows agreed that when the boys had come close 
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to their hiding place they would kill them with arrows, 
as the noise of firearms would discover them to the camp. 
They killed one of the boys, but the other, although 
wounded, managed to escape. The Crows scalped the 
one killed and then, made the best of their way back to 
where the main war patty was. On telling them of their 
adventure, it was determined to move away as fast as 
possible, and to gain a rocky hill some distance toward 
the Yellowstone, as the Sioux would without doubt at 
once follow them. 

This place was they thought impregnable. On the top 
of a small hill there was an open space of quite an ex- 
tent, but entirely surrounded by rocks several feet in 
height. They believed that here they could stand off any 
number of Sioux that might be sent against them, and 
as they had plenty of ammunition they were not at all 
alarmed for the result. That night they reached this 
rocky fortress without being overtaken by the Sioux, 
who, however, were hard on their trail, and before 
morning made themselves secure behind the rocky 
breastworks. As soon as the wounded boy had told his 
story a very large war party of Sioux had started after 
the Crows. It consisted of several hundred warriors, 
but some time was consumed in finding the trail, so that 
the Sioux did not, come within sight of the place the 
Crows occupied until the next morning, and on seeing 
the natural fortification the Crows occupied a council 
was held by the Sioux to determine what should be done. 
Many plans were suggested for dislodging the Crows 
irom their stronghold, but none were found practicable, 
and at length the chiefs agreed that the place was too 
strong to take, and that it was better to leave the Crows 
alone, as a great loss of men must occur should they 
attack, and the result would be more than doubtful. It 
was therefore determined to return to camp and leave 
the Crows alone, and a large majority started on their 
return. 

On seeing the Sioux begin to withdraw the Crows 
sprang on to the rocks, taunting, and making derisive 
and contemptuous gestures, such as waving their breech 
clouts and other mocking signs. 

Now among the Sioux was a chief named Little As- 
sinaboine, who a!! through the council had remained 
silent. He was a noted warrior, and very brave. When 
the main body of the Sioux had started to return to their 
camp he had not followed them, but with a few of his 
followers had remained watching the Crows. He now 
turned to one of his young men and said to him: ‘Fol- 
low the party who are returning, and tell them all to 
come back at once; that I say so.” The messenger soon 
overtook the party, who, on receiving the message, at 
once returned. 

Now,” said Little Assinaboine on their return, ‘these 
Crows have killed our young man; they taunt us with 
cowardice. Let us give them all the fight they want. 

“We will divide up into two parties; I will lead thirty 
men, and we will make a dash straight for their strong- 
hold. I know it well, and have been in it many times. 
If we can get right up to the rocks on the outside we 
will find many large cracks between them, and we can 
see right into where the Crows are, and can push our 
guns through and kill them on the inside. 

“The main party will go round to the other side, and 
when we are right up to the rocks they can rush up and 
climb over. The Crows will not see them, as I shall 
keep them occupied.” 

This plan was at ence adopted, and after singing their 
war song they commenced to put it into execution. 
Little Assinaboine with about thirty men strung out 
some distance from each other made a rush for the wall 
of rocks; the Crows poured a murderous fire into them 
and no less than eleven men fell dead before they 
reachei the outside of their hiding place, which, led by 
Little Assinaboine, they at last gained. When they 
reached the outside of the rocks they found, as he said, 
many cracks through which they could see the Crows 
inside, and through which also they could push their 
guns. This they did, and in this way slaughtered many 
Crows, being themselves safe from any fire from within. 

In the meantime as soon as they saw that Little As- 
sinaboine had gained the wall a hundred or more Sioux 
had rushed to the place from the other side, and aslaughter 

rim and great took place. It was not over until every 
*row—thirty-one in all—had been killed, together with 
one horse taken from the Sioux boy killed by the scout, 
and ‘a dog. 

The Sioux lost many men, and Little Assinaboine was 
wounded. 

In commemoration of Little Assinaboine’s brave rush 
for the rocks the Indians followed his footsteps in the 
snow, and in each footprint placed a flat rock, thus mark- 
ing his trail from the place he started the charge. After 
this he was looked upon as one of their bravest warriors, 
which he most undoubtedly was. The memory of 
their great loss remains with the Crows until this day. 

I visited the spot in 1878, and the long zigzag trail of 
flat stones where Little Assinaboine stepped was still 
plain to be seen. Within the rock inclosure I found 
many human bones, together with those of a horse and 
a dog. I theretore had :.o doubt of the truth of the 
story. 

The rocl:s on the outside showed dozens of bullet 
marks as fresh as if only fired the day before. This I 
consider as brave a charge as was evet made by Indians, 
or even whites, and Little Assinaboine deserved the 
name of the bravest warrior among the Sioux. 

W. Jackson. 


A Society Dog. 


St. Aucusting, Fla.—Now don’t laugh, for if Towser 
is not in society, who is? He calls on most of the cot- 
tagers pretty regularly and never misses an afternoon 
tea or any other social function, and while not actually 
hitting the ball, is generally, although sometimes an ap- 
parently slightly bored observer of the game of golf. 

And this seems to be the way it has all come about: 

Some two years ago his owner went North in the 
spring and Towser was as usual left behind. For some 
reason or other Towser came to the conclusion that 
if his master and mistress went away without consulting 
him and left him to loneliness and the servants and per- 
haps to shorter rations, his obligations as a faithful dog 
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ceased, and he began to visit around among those he 
Had known as friends of his master and mistress. As 
he was never obtrusive and always pleasant, with never 
any suspicion of taking offense, he gradually extended 
the circle of his acquaintance until it has taken in almost 
all of the fashionable set. He has the way when meet- 
ing any one of his acquaintances of appearing to wish 
to impress upon them that he is his dearest friend. He 
seems careful to show that no mere desire for cake im- 
pels him not to miss an afternoon tea, as I think he 
rarely indulges in cake on such occasions. He usually 
adopts some one household as his regular boarding 
place for a while, where he can take most of his meals, 
and varies it with an occasional visit of a day or two to 
some other especial friend. 

During the weeks of early winter, when the winter 
residents are returning, Towser spends a good part of 
the day near the post-office greeting his old friends 
among the arrivals. 

Towser, or Rover, as he is sometimes called, is a cross 
between a collie and a setter. The most marked char- 
acteristic of Towser that distinguishes him from the or- 
dinary herd of dogs and links him closer to humanity 
is the fact of his very numerous friends and acquain- 
tances, both men and women, but of the ordinary dog- 
like attachment to none. 

Like human beings, he has warmer attachments to 
some than to others. He may think it wise to put ab- 
solute trust in none, and his experience when his first 
family left him may in his doggish mind have taught 
him to have if possible more than one friend to rely 
upon. 

How he always gets wind of every particular social 
function I do not know, but he has learned that his 
presence is always agreeable, and so he very unobtru- 
sively makes himself at home, and if things to him some- 
times grow a little dull he seeks some quiet corner and 
takes a nap, but is fresh and alert as the guests are 
ready to depart. ; 

It may be that dogs, or at least some dogs, are in the 
line of the development of the end of the century. W. 


Alatural History. 
Taxidermy and Sculpture. 


As yet there are but-few people that know that taxi- 
dermy and sculpture are arts closely akin, So near are 
they related that they might be called one, for now to 
be a taxidermist one must be a sculptor, and the better 
the sculptor the better the taxidermist. If he is no 
sculptor he must be nothing more than an old-time 
“stuffer,” whose ambition was to see how much straw 
or excelsior he could ram into a skin. These old meth- 
ods are now passing away; an evolution is taking place 
in the art, and before the general public has had time 
to realize that any progress was being made, taxidermy 
has passed from the crude stuffing out a skin to the very 
highest art in modeling. 

It was only a few years ago that some of the most 
enlightened taxidermists and naturalists began to build 
a form of excelsior or straw, tightly bound into shape 
with thread—a manikin, as they called it. Ther: some 
one suggested the idea of covering that manikin with 
a thin coat of papier maché or wet clay to give it smooth- 
ness, and latér some attempted to model a little, but up 
to that time the most progressive taxiderntist of them 
all had only been looking at the art from the naturalist’s 
standpoint; not one of them had studied the art of mod- 
eling. For this reason the very best of their specimens 
were void of form save for a few outlines and for their 
attitudes, which were often correct. 

Although these men had pushed the art forward, the 
were yet far from the point which has now been reached. 
Their methods then were considered excellent, but time 
has proved them to be useless from the standpoint of 
art, for reasons that I will give. Up to five years ago, 
nothing better was known than to build a form of excel- 
sior and cover it with a coating of wet clay, after which 
the skin was put over that manikin. Now the skin, be- 
ing exposed to the air, must necessarily dry before the 
clay that is under the skin, and therefore any modeling 
that might have been shown in the clay was spoiled by 
the tightening and warping of the hardening skin over 
the soft clay, and where the ambitious taxidermist had 
left a depression the skin in drying drew out and bridged 
it over, and where there was a protuberance the tight- 
ening skin often flattened it out of shape. 

There is another great drawback to the use of wet clay 
manikins which has come under my observation in the 
last few years; that is, the bursting of the skin caused 
by the clay being next to the skin and continually ab- 
sorbing the animal matter out of the skin. After a while 
this dries and burns the skin to such an extent that I 
have seen some specimens that were burst in at least half 
a hundred different places and with the pieces of skin 
of what had been a periect specimen hanging down on 
all sides. This trouble I remedied by putting a coat 
of a composition wax over the manikin, the wax being 
mixed to the consistency of soft butter. This composi- 
tion, being waterproof, served to prevent the moisture 
of the skin from penetrating the clay, and vice versa. 
Besides this, as it was very soft, it served to. make the 
skin stick to the form, and then the skin could easily 
be slipped into place. These improvements, however, 
were not enough, for I have found that in drying clay 
loses about one-twentieth of its volume by shfinkage, 
and therefore is sure to spoil the modeling to a certain 
extent, as it never dries evenly, Some parts may have 
more water than others, and therefore shrink more, so 
that I have at last decided to discard the old method of 
mounting altogether. 

It was after taking a two years’ study of art in Paris 
that it occurred to me that by making a hard model 
and doing all the modeling that I wanted in this; and 
then letting it thoroughly dry before putting the skin 
on it, I might get the best of tough skins. This has, 
indeed, brought me far better results than could be 
attained by the old method. 

I have now brought the art of taxidermy. to the point 
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where I have so longed to see it placed—on even terms 
with sculpture—for Fhe proceed to model an animal 
which is to have the natural skin over the model exactly 
as I would if I intended fo produce it in bronze or 
marble. I first make all my necessary studies, then a 
small model; then I proceed to make my original model 
in solid clay or wax, and model it in the same way and 
with the same care as I would a human figure. With 
such a model, by using proper care, one can, do just 
what he likes, and if he is any kind of a sculptor he 
ought to be able to produce a masterpiece of taxidermy. 
Now, whether I want to produce this model in bronze or 
taxidermy, it is quite the same thing, save as to the 
modeling of the hair. I then cast the perfectly modeled 
form in plaster, then it is a question of whether you want 
it in bronze or in some composition. 

Of course, it is understood that if this model is to have 
skin put over it, long hair should be omitted on the 
model, and a little allowance made for the skin—for in- 
stance, as in wrinkles, where each wrinkle touches an- 
other, the taxidermist must make allowance for the fold 
of the skin—but otherwise it is exactly the same. One 
must give every muscle its proper form and relative 
value to each other muscle; he must make that form 
take life under his thumb; he must make it breathe. 
He must get his proper lights and shades, the tones and 
half tones to each form; must accentuate the form just 
enough to give it strength, and must let others see what 
he has seen; in fact, he must do all that a sculptor 
mews do; except to show the texture of the skin and 
lair. 

Often I have wished I had no skin to put on, for one 
is greatly handicapped by a skin. Take a lion, for in- 
stance. No matter how much skill and art you may 
use in your modeling, if you have not a fine mane on 
the skin it is no lion at all. I had that experience some 
time ago in my roaring lion. We cannot make mane 
grow on a lion's skin, but a short time later I produced 
onc in bronze that was the admiration of those who saw 
it. Now I was able to do what I wanted, and where 
the lion’s skin had no mane, in the bronze I was able 
to make it grow to my ideal—a privilege that we have 
not in taxidermy, where we must take the skins as they 
are—and so many times I have wished I had no skin 
to put on the model, but could finish it in sculpture. 

I believe that the art of taxidermy is now raised to 
the highest point that it will ever attain, according to the 
ability of the sculptor who makes a model that may be 
cast in patter and then in a composition that will take 
the periect form of your molds, whether it be cast in 
bronze, zinc or lead, or any metal or composition that 
may be permanent. To this perfect form the skin must 
be applied, glued tight, every curve of the hair and 
every fold of the skin being in its proper place. When 
this has been done I do not think that more can be 
asked for, save the live animal itself. 

Grorce H, Stork. 








Camp-Lire Hlicherings. 


“That reminds me.” 


Mert WILLIAMS was a poten, and he “held cases” on 
a morning paper. Al Walker was a machinist.: The two 
were neighbors. When work was slack in the shop and 
Walker was laid off, he would take his hook and line and 
stroll along the river bank. When Williams put on a 
“sub,” which he did one and two nights a week,’ he 
would devote his spare time to practicing shorthand. 
To-day he is court stenographer at the price of $3,000 a 
year, while Walker more than ever strolls along the 
river bank, for the machine has made sad havoc with 
the machinist: Williams’s mouth would “water” for fish 
when Oa his way with a fine string. Walker 
suggested to Williams that : try his luck, and to begin 
on suckers. 

“Easiest thing in the world,”- he said, “to catch ‘suck- 
ers.” . And he explained how it was done. 

Williams could never have any luck fishing, but it 
appeared so easy to catch suckers he though he would try 
try it. “I'll play a trick on my wife,” he said to Walker. 
“TIL slip quietly out of bed in the morning without dis- 
turbing her, and bring back a string for breakfast.” ; 

So he harvested a can of angle worms, It was a raw, 
cold spring morning, with a drizzling rain, and the com- 
iortable bed nearly upset Williams’s plans. When he 
arrived at the meeting place Walker was there with line 
set. The plan was to fasten a number of small hooks on 
short strings to the end of the main line, weight the 
whole thing and drop them into the river, the other end 
tied to a stick stuck into the earth. The sucker would 
come nosing along on the river bottom, suck in the 
bait, and all you had to do was to pull in the fish, for 
the sucker is a very docile creature. Walker stood with 
his hands in his pockets, watching the stick. ‘Easiest 
thing in the world,” he remarked. ‘Sometimes I catch 
two or three at once.” 

Williams had an unpleasant task stringing the worms 
on the hook. His fingers got cold and numb, and the 
hooks would tangle up. He would whip his hands around 
his body, blow on them, press them between his legs, and 
then renew his task. In tossing the weight into the water 
one of the hooks caught in his clothes. Walker had 
already, pulled in a nice, fat sucker. ‘Easiest thing in 
the world,” he remarked again. 

If Williams had been an experienced fisherman he 
would have heaved the weight into the water first and 
set the stick last. That was a serious error. The sinker, 
given a strong throw, fell well out into the water; the 
line came taut, pulling the stick out of the earth, and 
as it was going into the river Williams made a rush for 
it, barely missing it, when the soft bank went from under 
his feet, and he dropped into the water up to his neck. 
Walker fished him out. 

“Easiest thing in the world to catch suckers,” he sput- 
tered, as he started on a run for home. E. P. M. 
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Game Bag and Gan. 


Reminiscences of an Old 
Sportsman.—X. 
(Continued from page 14.) 


WE were shooting quail in the wilds of North Caro- 
lina, and were passing through a pine thicket when we 
heard a short distance ahead of us a shot, and immedi- 
ately following the report the air was filled with kiyi- 
ings and shrill howlings of a dog that appeared to be 
getting away from there, as the music was gradually re- 
ceding. We were soon at the edge of the thicket, where 
we found a long, gaunt native leaning on his long, gaunt 
gun, and looking in the direction that the dog had evi- 
dently gone. Approaching, I asked him what was up. 
He turned to us with a countenance that was a study to 
see, the predominating expression appearing to be a 
sort of surprised wonder; and as he shifted his rest from 
one foot to the other he slowly drawled out, “Trouble 
enough, Mister. Whatever the old woman will do 
when I get home I don’t know; she thinks a heap of 
that pup.” ; 

“What!” I exclaimed in a tone of horror, “you did not 
shoot the dog!” 

Rolling his eyes up at me with a woe-begone expres- 
sion that would have. been worth thousands of dollars 
to Fritz when he lost Schneider, “Oh, Mister,” he 
whined, “don’t talk like that. I feel bad enough now to 
go and jump in the creek. Whatever she'll do I don't 
know.” f 

In response to my inquiry as to how it happened, he 
exclaimed: “Drat the old woman; she’s as much to 
blame as me, for I shouldn’t have come if she hadn’t 
made me.” Then dropping his voice to its natural tone 
he continued, ‘““We were out of bacon and meat, and 
she allowed that I had better go out and get an old b’ar, 
so I got the gun and took Fas and came over here, 
as there is right smart of old b’ars here. Pretty soon 
I seen the purp waggling his tail, and I pulled foot for 
this corner, as they always run here. Well, pretty soon 
he done jumped one, and as it came out of the brush I 
whistled, and as soon as he squat I pulled on him, and 
I'll be everlastingly conswaggled if I didn’t shoot the 
purp. Must have done broke ,his hindleg, I reckon, 
as he held it up and yelled like all possessed and started 
for home just as fast as he could go! on three legs.” 

Then shouldering arms he went and picked up the 
“old b’ar,” aading as he moved away, “Whatever she'll 
do I don’t know, but I reckon I'd better go and have 
it out.” 


Several phases of this incident were quite interesting. 

was patticularly struck with the new word, ‘‘con- 
swaggled.” This was the first time that I had ever heard 
it, and my companion was in the same fix, so we argued 
a while and then tried to guess at its meaning, but had 
to give it up. Soon after we came across an aged “man 
and brother’ who was plowing in wheat, and we agreed 
to abide by his decision. Approaching him, I gave 
him “good-day,” and asked him if he would solve for 
us a linguistic problem. He had stopped his mule, and 
appeared to be good and ready for social converse, but 
when the unknown word fell upon his ear there came 
a dazed look upon his open countenance, in an absent- 
minded manner he pulled off his hat, and like the lone 
fisherman “he scratched his ancient poll,” then dubiously 
shaking it, in a regretful tone he said, “No, boss, I[ 
dun know whar you'll find ’em, dar ain’t none round 
here, but over under dat bush dar’s an ole b’ar, an’ he’s 
done been squattin’ dar all day.” ; : 

Promising to shoot the “ole b’ar” for him if he would 
answer a simple question, he brightened up and gave 
a fair promise. “Now,” said I, “tell me truly, what does 
conswaggled mean?” I shall always-be pleased to think 
that I asked him, for I now know what it means as well 
as any one, and in the interest of science I will 
record his answer. Rolling up his eyes and looking me 
straight in the face with a perfectly truthful expression 
he exclaimed, “Say, boss, I’ll done be everlastingly con- 
swaggled if I know.” : 
. We were paddling down the Pearl River in Mississippi 
in search of dueks. My companion was in one end of 
the boat and I in the other, each with a paddle, which 
we used alternately at each shot, turning the boat around 
so as to place the one whose turn it was to shoot in the 
bow, or as my companion put it, “shooting, turn and 
turn about.” it was my turn at the gun when a mallard 
jumped a short distance below, and I blazed away, hit- 
ting him hard; but he kept on, and we saw him pitch 
down just beyond the bank at a bend in the river some 
twenty rods below. When we arrived at the place we 
drew the boat ashore and worked our way through 
the tangled brush a short distance, when we came to 
a small pond-hole, in the middle of which I’saw a duck, 
and taking a hasty aim I let drive and tumbled him over. 
But after kicking a moment he partly recovered and 
paddled straight toward us. Coming out of the water 
and waddling up within 3ft. he keeled over on his back 
in front of us. He was my meat. 

I wish I could stop here, but this is not all the story. 
Before the duck was out of the water I-saw that he was 
not the one we had marked down, and I told my com- 

anion that I thought this was a tame one; and as we 
just then caught sight of an aged darky hobbling toward 
us we knew it for certain. As he came up to us with 
his face wreathed in smiles, he very pleasantly said, 
“Well, gemmen, you’s done killed de las’ one, an’ I 
specs you's ‘ll be willin’ to gib me a quarter for him; 
dat’s what all de gemmens pays me, and dey’s done shot 
more’n sebenteen ob ’em.” 

Of cqurse I at once forked over the quarter, for which 
T received at least $2 worth of thanks, and then the old 
fellow proceeded to give us at length graphic and cir- 
cumstantial accounts of the taking off of his flock, and 
to my horror giving the names of those who had partici- 
pated in the sport. Some of the persons named were 
friends of mine, and I-want to, say to them right here 
that I have my opinion of any one who would be guilty 
of shooting the poor old fellow’s ducks, but in order 
they may have time for repentance I shal] not at 
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present give them away. I was thankful that the old 
darky did not know us, and I was determined that he 
should not have our names to add to his list. My com- 
panion evidently thought the same, for when the old 
fellow wanted to know what our names might be he 
received a very prompt reply that we were the Fuger- 
son brothers from New Orleans, and under threat that 
if he told on us we would never shoot another of his 
ducks he solemnly promised never to mention it. Pick- 
ing up our “boughten” duck, we found the other one 
after a short search, and were soon in the boat float- 
ing calmly down the beautiful river, with never a word 
to break the peaceful quiet, and save*+an occasional 
stealthy glance at that dead duck not a motion to dis- 
turb the harmony of the scene or ruffle the surface ot 
the bright water. SHADOW. 
[TO BE CONTINUED, ] 


That Boy Again. 


Editor Forest and Stream: 

In my mail box the other day was a letter. The name 
began about where it ought to on the envelope, but 
started toward the upper right-hand corner, so the stamp 
had to be put on skew-yaw to prevent its covering the 
name, The matter was remedied by running the next 
address line down to the lower right-hand corner. The 
city name was squeezed into the wedge-shaped space 
remaining, and the State’s initials were over in the lower 
left corner out of the way. 

It was thrilling handwriting, too, for me. 
what to expect. Perhaps the mail clerks were thrilled 
as well. The letter was from the boy at Philadelphia, 
N.: Y., of whose bicycle hunting the Forrest anp 
Stream has told. A part of the letter may be worth 
transcription: 

“You know sometimes a fellow feels kind-a funny. 
He don’t want to read; he can’t study; he fidgets sit- 
ting still, and gets out of breath doing nuthin. That’s 
the way I got to feelin’ the other day when it snowed 
and blowed so. I stood up to sit down ag’in, and mon- 
keyed around home till Cousin Min was most strackted. 
She begun to fidget, too, and by and by I went hunting. 
Of course I took the target pistol and sort of moseyed 
off across the trestle to kind-a quiet myself down. I kept 
a-goin’ and goin’ up the railroad track, snow blowing 
so I couldn’t see my feet walk. I piled over a fence and 
slid down them rocks top the hill by the sawmill still- 
water, and in them woods where there is an opening I 
found two rocks side-a-side, and between them was a 
fine place to sit down, so I sot. There wa’n’t no wind 
there, and I was all het up and didn’t git cool a bit. I 
had a place to lean my back against, and I rested with 
my eyes most shut. The snow droppéd onto my face 
and felt bully, almost like home. Pretty quick there 
wasn’t anything but snow where I was, all covered up. 

“TI kind-a went to sleep—wasn’t cold, you know, just 
comfortable. My pistol was in my hand all snowy, my 
black wool gloves all white; couldn’t see my shoes nor 
nothin’. I had some chocolate creams, and I ate them 
with snow—better’n ice cream—takin’ care not to shake 
the snow down my neck. It kept gettin’ shadowy all the 
time, flocks of flakes comin’ down thick. 

“T felt just like—I don’t know. You know, I didn’t 
want nothin’ at all. Anyhow, it was lovely. 

“IT couldn’t see across the river forty rods, only just 
shadows like in a balsam swamp. It felt shivery, too— 
not cold, only nice like. Pretty soon I kinder felt as 
though something was somewhere. I could sort of feel 
it, and I shivered. Couldn’t see nothin’ nor hear it, It 
seemed like the pistol was a comfort, too. Hadn’t wanted 
it before, but it felt good in my hand, I held it a leetle 
tighter, not moving any at all. Someway I couldn’t 
move. 

“Then all to once a little black nose came from behind 
the right side rock I was sitting at. And it was long 
and p’inted, and there was eyes and a head and pricked- 
up ears. There was a full-grown fox standing there, 
stopped all to a standstill. Gee! I must have smelled 
strong that clost. 

“Up went his head. I never moved. My eyes was 
shut all but the blinkers. He looked and looked. The 
snow whirled over the rocks and hit both sides of him, 
and he turned first one side, then t’other, smellin’ and 
listenin’. Then away off across the river I heard one 
of the Cross boys holler “Whooee!” and the fox he 
heard. too, and turned the back of his head square to me. 

“T lifted the pistol careful, careful, as though 'twould 
melt or bu’st or somethin’, It growed awful shadowy 
all of a sudden, It was most night, and it come like 
in a swamp, where it’s evergreen and thick. I shivered, 
too, like as if I was scared, only I wasn’t. I lifted the 
pistol. I could see the brass sinking into the steel, 
creeping up his forelegs—all I could see—up, up into his 
shoulder, and there it rested just a little second. Then, 
spank! went the little .22 short smokeless, the sound 
hittin’ against the snow what was fallin’ and huddlin’ all 


I knew 


up. 

Por he fox give a jump, and then half a one; down he 
went; kicked a little. Then he was dead, and me hold- 
ing him up by the heels, letting the red blood drop out 
his breast. The bullet went in kittercotering. 

“T took him home, and it was dark before I got there 
a long time. I didn’t walk fast, but slow. It was one 
of those thinking spells a feller has coming home or 
something once in a while. I’m going to send it to have 
it mounted. It is a lovely skin, soft and nice. Poor 
devil! I felt sorry for him, getting cold in the snow so 
sudden.” 

And that’s the way he got his first fox. 

New York. RAYMOND S. SPEArs. 


Shooting on the Eastern Shore. 


CHINCOTEAGUE, Va., Jan. 31.—Ducks are quite plentiful 
in Chincoteague Bay at this writing, especially redheads, 
broadbill and quite some brant. Mr. Joshua Reed, Jr., 
reports having killed thirty redheads at three shots on 
Saturday, and is shipping to-day thirty-six pairs, the re- 
sult of Saturday’s work. Brant will be on hand in Feb- 
ruary and March, on their northern flight, while geese 
may be expected. - TT. G, Exxtort. 
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Interstate Wardens’ Convention: 


Monday, First Day. 


Cuicaco, Ill., Feb. ---—The so-called Interstate War- 
dens’ Convention, which began at Chicago to-day, is 
really ‘not merely a convention of wardens, but a gather- 
ing of State committees charged with the investigation 
ot protective measures calculated to be mutually. bene- 
ficial to all the States represented. As stated earlier, the 
matter was first set on foot by Senator J. Herbert Greeni, 
of Milwaukee, Wis., a young and enthusiastic sportsnian 
who has gained the confidence of many men and many 
interests of his State. Delegations were appointed by 
Legislatures of other States, so that quite a body of 
workers appeared to-day. The representation as shown 
at call for credentials to-day was as follows: 

From Wisconsin: Hon. J. Herbert Green, James El- 
larson, State Game and Fish Warden; Henry Over- 





beck, Jr., Sturgeon Bay; W..H. Flett, Merrill; J. J. 
Hogan, La Crosse; H. D. Smith, Appleton; Currir 
Bell, Bayfield; E. E. Bryant, Madison:  Calvart 


Spencely, Mineral Point; A. E. Birge, Madison. 

From Minnesota: Executive Agent S: F. Fullerton, 
St. Paul; C, S. Benson, St, Cloud, Secretary State Fish 
and Game Commission; Senator E. G. Potter, Minne- 
apolis; Hon. W. B. Douglas, Moorhead; Hon. T. E. 
Byrnes, Minneapolis, legal counsel of the State Commis- 
sion; Hon, A. F, Ferris, Brainerd; Mr, Uri L. Lam- 
phrey, President State Sportsmen’s Game and Fish Pro- 
tective Association, and Mr. G. L. Tucker, secretary of 
the same body. 

_From Michigan: Senator Preston, of Lapere; Hon. 
F, C. Chamberlain, Gogebic; Hon, Horace Davis, Presi- 
dent of the State Fish Commission; Mr, C. E. Brewster, 
deputy warden, Grand Rapids; Col. E. Crofton Fox 
and Mr, John Waddell, of the Grand Rapids Sportsmen’s 
Association; Mr. A. L. Lakey, President of the Na- 


tional Game, Bird and Fish Protective Association, 
Grand Rapids. 


From Ohio: 
Van Wert. 

From North Dakota: 
E. Bowers, of Fargo, 

From Illinois: Dr. S. P. Bartlett, United States Fish 

Commission ; Hon. Nat H. Cohen, President Ilinois 
State Fish Commission; Hons. John A. Barnes and J. 
B. Lyon, of the State Legislature; Harry W. Loveday, 
State Game Warden; M. R. Bortree, of the National 
G., B. and F. P. Association; Col. C. E. Felton (named 
but not present), of the Illinois State Sportsmen’s Asso- 
ciation; Messrs. C. D. Gammon and A. A. Exline: 
_ Indiana, Iowa and South Dakota had no representa- 
tives present to-day, these States having made no appro- 
priation for the purpose of sending representatives. 
Other delegates and interested persons are expected in 
to-morrow from Wisconsin and ‘Michigan. 

The convention went into business session at 2 P. M., 
at the club rooms of the Great Northern Hotel. Senator 
Green, of Wisconsin, was called to the chair, and Agent 
Fullerton, of Minnesota, was chosen secretary. The 
chairman stated the purposes of the meeting in a brief 
and direct speech which showed a pleasing freedom from 
high-flown generalities. On motion of Mr. Bortree the 
call of delegates was had, and a committee was appointed 
to formulate topics for discussion. Said committee, ap- 
pointed by the chair, was composed of Messrs. Bortree 
and Loveday, of Illinois; Doagies, of Minnesota; 
Brewster, of Michigan; Flett, of Wisconsin, with the 
president and secretary of the convention. After a five 
minutes’ recess the committee reported a programme be- 
ginning with fish protection, the discussion being: 


1. Should inshore fishing be allowed 
Great Lakes? oe owed on any of our 


Uniform Close Season on the Great Lakes, 


This topic, not of such interest to sportsmen, is a vital 
one to the State wardens and commissions. Its discussion 
consumed a couple of hours. Dr. Bartlett, of Illinois, 
said Illinois was not so much concerned with the Great 
Lakes, but was in line for accord. Mr. Brewster, of 
Michigan, said inshore fishing should certainly have re- 
strictions. Mr, Ferris, of Minnesota, thought Minnesota 
was not much concerned in the Great Lakes fisheries. 
Mr. Overbeck, of Wisconsin, said his State had a great 
deal of that sort of fishing. Mr. Fullerton, of Minnesota, 
showed the damage to schooling fish, immature ones, 
which ran inshore and were taken in inshore nets. Mr. 
Bartlett said he could promise the hearty co-operation 
of Illinois and the passage of any law his friends from 
outside advised. Mr, Brewster explained that, under the 
present diversity of the laws, they had driven the inshore 
fishers from Michigan, but they went to Indiana and 
Wisconsin and thence plied their trade on Michigan’s 
coast. Had all these States a uniform measure, these 
fishermen could be forced to observe it, as they would 
have no haven. Mr. Fullerton thought no nets should 
be allowed nearer than one mile from shore. Very 
much more discussion of a general nature was had, and 
the interchange of information amd ideas as to the 
spawning season of different fishes in different parts of 
the Great Lakes system was interesting and valuable. 
To bring it all into definite form Senator Potter, of Min- 
nesota, introduced a formal motion, which after two 
amendments, a motion to reconsider and a thorough 
canvassing all around, was passed as the sense of the 
meeting in the following form: 

“Resolved; That it is the sense of this meeting that 
trout and whitefish fishing be prohibited in the Great 
Lakes during the spawning season, being from Oct. 1¢ 
to Dec. 1.” This was the joint determination of the 
convention, after sober and intelligent weighing of all 
the matter, and it is probably a wise one. The dates do 
not cover all the spawning of the lower and warmer lakes 
(Mr. Shorb, of Ohio, wishing the date to begin Sept. 15 
for Lake Erie), but they are aboyt as wide as would have 
chance of passage in all the States interested. Already 
the idea of broad, comprémising, give-and-take, but uni- 
form, laws was seeh to be clearly in the mind of the 
majority of those present, 


Uniformity in Market Size of Fish, 
Discussion was now turned to the resolution intro- 


duced by President Nat H. Cohen, of the Illinois Com- 
mission, touching upon the marketable size of fish, as 


State Commissioner E. H. Shorb, of 


State Game Warden George 
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shown in the new Illinois fish law. The veteran Dr. 
Bartlett, of Illinois, arose to say that he thought the 
size-limit law the most practical thing Illinois had yet 
found, and that he could here see and could instance the 
value of uniform laws. 

“TI have seen barrels full of sin. bass,” he said, “and 
if we try to prosecute, the dealers tell us that they come 
from Wisconsin or from Michigan. Make the size of 
sale the same in all these States.” 

Mr. Douglas, of Minnesota, said he would like to see 
black bass and trout taken off the selling list. They 
could not legally be sold in Minnesota. Dr. Bartlett 
agreed that that was right, but said no such measure 
could be passed for Illinois. Mr. Douglas, therefore, did 
hot press this point for the general resolution. The best 
of feeling obviously prevailed, and the desire was miani- 
fest to sanction only the broadest measure which seemed 
feasible for all. A long time was spent in eatnest dis- 
cussion of the Cohen resolution, which was finally 
passed in the following amended form: 

“Resolved, That this convention, and each member 
thereof, use all honorable means to secure the enforce- 
ment, in all States practicable, of laws for the protection 
of fish as follows: 

“To prohibit the capture of any fish with hook and 
line, or by any device or means, within 4ooft. from any 
dam, during the period from April 1 to July 1, in each 
year consecutively for five years next following. 

“To prohibit sale of fish in markets of the kinds less 
than the sizes as follows: Black bass, 11in.; white bass, 
8in.; rock bass, 6in.; black or river crappie, 8in.; white 
crappie, 8in.; yellow or ring perch, 7in.; wall-eyed pike 
(pike-perch), 15in.; pike, pickerel, 18in.; buffalo, 15in.; 
German carp, 13in.; native carp, 12in.; sunfish, 6in.; 
red-eyed perch, 6in.; catfish,.13in.; white perch, toin.; 
brook trout, California trout, grayling, German trout, 
6in.; landlocked salmon, toin.; whitefish and lake trout, 
albs. in the round undressed, or 1%4lbs. dressed with head 
on.” 

This was the second measure, and it is also good. It 
covers matters already embodied in the laws of Illinois 
and Minnesota, and which might well be in the laws 
of all these Northwestern States. 


Uniform Measures on Game. 


The above closed the action on fish protective matters, 
it being now seen that the States intend using the size- 
limit to supplement the close-season idea on fish. The 
committee on topics now withdrew for further discussion 
and reported on their return the following topics for 
consideration, under the head of Protection of Game, 
— the following men to lead the discussion respect- 
ively: 

Hunters’ licenses. Ellarson, of Wisconsin. 
Sale of game. Bortree, of Illinois. 

Shipment of game. Fullerton, of Minnesota. 
National legislation. Douglas, of Minnesota. 
Cold storage. Loveday, of Illinois. 

Spring shooting. Lakey, of Michigan. 

. Open and close seasons. Bartlett, of Illinois. 

The license question was one of many theories. Mr. 
Ellarson, of Wisconsin, spoke but briefly. Mr. Bortree, 
of Illinois, thought non-resident licenses a necessity, 
else our game was to be wiped out. He would even 
favor a county license, so that any man going out of 
his own county would be obliged to pay $2. Mr. Love- 
day, of Illinois, said it should not be all asked of the 
sportsmen. In his work he had found that 80 per cent. 
of the convictions were against farmers. They were 
the ones who were shipping the game. Mr. Davis, of 
Michigan, said it was time shooters of all sorts realized 
that killing of the State’s game was a privilege, and not a 
Sows, 208 latter idea was amplified by Mr. Flett when 

e said: 

“We have tried the hunting license, resident and non- 
resident, and 1 think I can say Wisconsin will never 
go back to the old way again. Once you eradicate the 
idea from the farmer’s mind that the game belongs to 
the landowner, and not to the State, you will have easy 
sailing. We found it so in Wisconsin. The farmers 
came in thousands to pay their licenses to shoot deer. 
Our license law has worked so well that we may extend 
it also to feathered game.” 

Mr. Brewster, of Michigan, said: “The idea is often 
advanced that a non-resident hunting license is discrimi- 
nation. It does not appear such to us. The non-resi- 
dent pays nothing for the support and protection of our 
game, whereas the resident is taxed for the machiner 
of the government which he chooses to visit unitivited. 
His license only equalizes things. We got from our 
licenses $7,000 for our State warden work, and as much 
for the counties. I can say, too, that after trying it with 
the license we will never go back to the old system 
again.” 6 

At this point Mr. William Werner, of Chicago, arose 
and created much interest and laughter by a stirring 
speech which had many hard hits in it. Mr. Werner said 
that the biggest game hogs on earth were the sportsmen 
of Chicago; they were the worst law-breakers, and 
bought most of the illegal game. He said that he was 
steward in a large restaurant in Chicago, and last sum- 
mer sold an illegal prairie chicken to a certain sports- 
man of Chicago. For this he was fined $13 [laughter]. 
Mr. Werner now grew warm, and stated some home 
truths. “I know it very well,” said he, “from my own 
business, that Chicago sells game 365 days in the year— 
cold-storage game, unfit to eat—but it is sold. Don’t 
blame the farmer, Mr. Loveday. You have plenty of 
pot-hunters here in Chicago. ur cold-storage houses 
are full of game to-day. friend has followed me, and 
now I am going to follow him!” 

_ Mr. Werner was received with applause, though speak- 
ing a bit ahead of the schedule of topics. The meeting 
anne at 6 P. M. to meet the following day at 10 


NOMS eDe 


Character of the Meeting. 


The character of the meeting or was a surprise 
and a delight to those acquainted with the vague ver- 
bosities of most alleged or pretended protective meet- 
ings. The orator was absent, and the business man, the 
thinker, the executive man, was present in his stead. 
The chair was lenient in rulings, and the discussion was 
not held down hard and fast, but was broad and gen- 
erous in treatment. The presence of so many men ac- 


customed to legislative action and parliamentary practice 
—lawyers, representatives and men accustomed to legis- 
lative committee work—was pleasantly shown by the 
courtesy and promptness of handling the business, and 
above all by the grasp and grip on the subject. Nobody 
wandered away and got lost. The main idea was always 
plainly before the house. Above all, one carried away 
the unusual impression that finally here were men the 
majority of whom were not seeking self-advertising or a 
“record,” who were not trying to fill in the hours of a 
sportsmen’s convention with the customary platitudes, 
but trying to do something for the practical protection of 
our fish and game, It was a serious, dignified and highly 
satisfactory meeting that was held to-day. 


Tuesday, Second Day, Feb. 8 


Chairman Greén called the convention to order at 10 
o'clock in the morning. The order of the day was the 
consideration of measures protecting game, the question 
of fish protection having been thoroughly handled on 
the day before. The committee on order of procedure 
having made their report, Mr. Douglas, of Minnesota, 
introduced the following resolution: 

Resolved, That it is the sense of this convention that a license 
tax of $25 upon non-resident deer hunters, and a tax of $1 upon 


resident deer hunters, similar to the laws of Wisconsin and Mich- 
igan, should be adopted by all Northwestern States. 


Such a measure would at one time have been consid- 
ered radical in the extreme, but the change of sentiment 
in the Northwest in this regard was clearly shown by 
a practically unanimous vote of these men who have 
given the matter serious thought before coming to this 
convention. Mr. Bortree, of Chicago; Messrs. Brew- 
ster, Lakey, Preston, Fox, of Michigan; Messrs. Whe- 
lan and Flett, of Wisconsin; Messrs. Potter, Tucker 
and others, of Minnesota, participated in the discussion 
of this interesting measure. The deer-shooting license 
for resident and non-resident may be considered as part 
of the. policy of these Northwestern States. (It should, 
of course, be borne in mind that the terms “shooting 
license” or “gun license” do not mean the same as the 
“gun tax,” which was at one time listed among the 
chimeras of certain Western protectionists. The gun 
tax would, no doubt, be an unconstitutional measure, 
—- a it become a law, which would be most un- 
ikely. 

An attempt was made to extend the license idea to 
cover all varieties of game, but Mr. Lakey’s motion to 
this effect, making the non-resident license $10, was lost, 
being tabled. Mr. Bortree declared it extravagant and 
impossible of success. Messrs. Foote and Preston, of 
Michigan, also thought that no such sweeping measure 
could carry. Mr. Ferris, of Minnesota, thought that 
not even a license for deer shooters would be paid by 
the residents of Minnesota, and moved to strike out the 
resident clause. Mr. Brewster opposed changing Mr. 
Douglas’ motion, and so did Mr. Flett, of Wisconsin, 
The latter said the Wisconsin farmers did not object 
to paying $1 for a deer license, and the law was a prac- 
tical success. Mr. Potter, of Minnesota, differed from 
Mr. Ferris. He thought Minnesota could pass a $1 deer 
license, but not a license covering general game. Mr. 
Whelan, of Wisconsin, made a strong speech, pointing 
out that a non-resident license practically implied a resi- 
dent license also. Mr. Brewster said that he had received 
legal advice stating that a discriminating license would 
be declared unconstitutional. Mr. Flett pointed out that 
this license would be in effect a tax not upon the general 
public, but upon the men who wanted to go deer shoot- 
ing. The results of that license fee would be a fund 
which would be used in the protection of the game. 
Thus those who danced would be paying the fiddler, and 
the fiddler would not be assessed upon any one else. It 
was further pointed out that for practical executive pur- 
poses a resident license was a necessity if convictions 
were to be made under the law. If some, and not all, 
deer hunters carried licenses in the woods, how could 
a warden tell whether a hunter who had no license was 
a resident hunter or a non-resident posing as a resident 
hunter? Mr. Ferris’ amendment was lost, and the 
Douglas resolution was passed as offered. 


The State’s Property in Game. 


Mr. Whelan, of Wisconsin, introduced the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That a law be* passed by all the Northwestern States 
declaring all game the property of the States where game is 
found, before and after its killing, and that no one shall acquire 
any property rights in game, but it shall always be and remain in 
the State, subject to such laws as the different States shall pass. 

Col. E. Crofton Fox, of Michigan, pointed out that 
the United States Supreme Court had already passed 
upon the question of the State’s title in its game in the 
Bannock Indian cases. Mr. Douglas, of Minnesota, 
stated that statutes covering this point were already 
upon the books of different Western States and even so 
far East as Connecticut. These States had stolen the 
idea from Minnesota, which passed the first act of this 
nature eight years ago. 

Mr. Whelan—“I am aware of these facts and am ac- 
quainted with the Bannock Indian case, but my measure 
goes further. The vital point is not that the State has 
its property right in the game before the killing, but 
after the killing. Here is where the enforcement of the 
law is concerned,” 

Mr. Exline, of Illinois—“The Illinois law does not go 
so far as Mr. Whelan wishes.” 

Mr. Byrnes, of Minnesota—‘“I can see that Mr. Whe- 
lan’s measure is advanced ground, and the strongest yet 
taken. It means that the killer of game never becomes 
its owner and can never have more than a qualified pos- 
session. The effect of this in pursuing game into the 
hands of dealers in other States can readily be seen. I 
heartily advocate Mr. Whelan’s resolution.” 

The resolution was carried. 


Stop the Sale of Game. 


Equally wise, though less positive, action was taken 
on the question of the sale of game. Mr. Brewster intro- 
duced a resolution prohibiting absolutely the sale of any 
game protected by law. It was the general belief that 
such a law could not be passed. Mr. Fullerton said that 
while he personally believed in just that doctrine, he was 
satisfied that so sweeping a measure could not be passed 
in Minnesota. “Let us in with the thin edge of the 


wedge,” he said.” Mr. Bortree was very positive, and 
came out flat-footed for stopping the sale of game alto- 
gether. He said that no one had a right to take State 
property and convert it to his individual use as a matter 
of commercial profit. He ‘described strongly the ini- 
quities of South Water street, and said. that unless we 
could stop the sale of game all our laws must partially — 
fail of their purpose. Mr. Loveday is known not to 
be in sympathy with theidea of stopping the game mar- 
kets. He said that he believed in allowing a restricted 
sale at certain seasons. ‘He was. satisfied that so sweep- 
ing a measure as the one introduced could not, be passed 
in Illinois. Mr. Brewster then, at Mr. Flett’s sugges- 
tion, modified the wording of his resolution, in accord- 
ance with the thin end of the wedge idea, and it was 
passed in the following form: 

Resolved, That it is the sense of this meeting that the several 
States here represented pass laws looking toward the final pro- 
hibition of the sale of all game protected fy law. 

The doctrine of Forest anp STREAM grows in favor 
and in strength every year. 


The Labeling of Game, 


After adjournment for lunch the convention again 
went into session at 2 P. M., the first action being upon 
a resolution introduced by Mr. Whelan, of Wisconsin, 
as follows: . 

Resolved, That it is the sense of this convention that the Legis 
latures of the States here repoossaeee, 5s urged to pass laws re- 
quiring persons to label packages delivered to common carriers 
so as to disclose the true contents of the packages, and the name 
and address of the owner or con or, providing stringent penal- 
ties for falsely labeling such es. oa 

Resolved further, That Legislattres pass laws providing penalties 
for any agent, servant or employee of a common carrier who re- 
ceives a package for shipment ich is not labeled so as to dis- 


close that the contents of the packages are game or fish pro- 
tected by law. 


This practical working measure was adopted with no 
opposition. 


The Shipment of Game. 


Mr. Brewster, of Michigan, introduced another ef- 
fective idea in the following form: 

Resolved, That the Legislatures of the Northwestern States 
be urged to enact a statute making it unlawful to ship into an 


of their respective States any game from any other State which 
forbids the shipment of game out of such State. 


The wisdom of this mutual help among the States was 
apparent, and the convention indorsed the resolution 
unanimously. 


The Following of Game. 


Mr. Fullerton introduced a measure strengthening and 
cxtending the scope of Mr. Brewster’s resolution. Mr. 
Douglas supported the resolution, explaining that the 
intention was that under the law a State could follow its 
property to any market. This measure, he said, would 
make back to the market hunter and would rob him of 
his market. “We are after that man,” said Mr. Douglas, 
“who shoots, sells or ships game illegally.” Mr. Whelan, 
of Wisconsin, suggested certain minor modifications of 
Mr. Fullerton’s resolution, and the latter was passed 
in the following form: 

Resolved, That the Legislatures of the States here represented 
be seeped to enact laws by which the game wardens ‘of each State 
shall be the agents of every other State to seize contraband game 
from other States, and that the title to such fish and game be 
recognized in the State from which the shipment is made, and 
disposed of according to the provisions of law in that State; the 
game wardens to transmit to the authorities ‘of the State from which 
the shipment is made the surplus remaining after the expenses 
of seizure. 

The foregoing little resolution is innocent at first 
glance, but if it were upon the statute books of all the 
Western States it would give the law-breakers of South 
Water street such a shaking ~ = they have never had. 
Speed the day when it may become a law. We shall 
then see emissaries from Mr. Fullerton, Mr. Ellarson 
and Mr. Osborne here on South Water street, each in 
search of certain lots of game such as hertofore has 
come to Chicago mysteriously, but always in abundance. 
No one can compute how much Chicago, New York 
and Boston markets have stolen from the property of the 
States of Minnesota, Wisconsin and Michigan. 


How About New York? 


Mr. Bortree introduced a resolution, which was passed, 
memorializing the State Legislature of New York to 
repeal the obnoxious Sec. 249 of the game laws of New 
York, which section opens the markets of New York to 
pee throughout the close seasons of many Western 

tates. “So long as this section shall remain upon your 
statute books,” recites this memorial, “it will continue 
impossible for other States to prevent the unlawful tak- 
ing and shipping of their. game to your State. In ex- 
pressing this hope we voice the spirit of the great mass 
of sportsmen of the West.” 


The Cold Storage of Game. 


The important question of cold storage came up for 
thorough ventilation. State Warden Loveday, of Illi- 
ois, was called for upon this topie;-anmd said that he 
did not believe in cold storage, but that we must accept 
it in limited and modified form. We must not interfere 
with the markets too muche What we ought to do was 
to enforce our shooting laws out in the coat. Mr. 
Bortree’s voice was still for war. He cited the Kewanee 
case, where 27,000 head of game was uncovered (and 
covered up again!) in a freezer, and gave further figures 
on this line. Mr. Werner, the steward of a large res- 
taurant here, who created such interest yesterday with 
his charges against the dealers and others in this city, 
again excited a stir when he spoke of what he knew 
to be the case right here in Chicago now, after the close 
of the selling season. “I can show you a thousarid sad- 
dies of venison in cold storage here to-day,” he said. “‘I 
know how this goes, for I have bought game enough-in 
my time. I have had quail offe: me at 50 cents a 
dozen—what they call No. 2 quail. I have had them. of- 
fered at 65 cents a dozen, and prairie chickens at-$1 a 
dozen.” The market was glutted at times, and the e 
deteriorated in the course of years. It was not fit to 
eat after it had been long in storage. If the farmers only 
knew it, they would be better off if they pos laws 
stopping the sale of game, for then their chickens and 
ducks would not be competing with their quail and 
grouse in the market. Mr. Werner does indeed know 
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*the business of cold storage here, and let us hope that 
he will carry out his expressed intention of going after 
the “street.” Bill Werner may in his time have sold 
many a sooner chicken or later quail (perhaps to “sports- 
men’), but his heart as a sportsman is in the right place. 
“Now, even if it should lose me my job,” he declared, “I 
am going after some of these men I know.” 

The convention adopted no sweeping or high-flown 
expression of intentions on this head, but went on record 
plainly in form of a motion offered by Mr. Bortree, which 
was passed as ofllows: 

Resolved, That this convention is of opinion that the cold, 
storage of wild game is one of the most conclusive methods of 


assisting in the utter extermination of our game, and should be 
prohibited in’ all States by the most stringent laws. 


The Spring Shooting of Game. 


On the question of spring shooting to-day there is 
everywhere a consensus of belief among all sportsmen 
entitled to be called in the line of advanced modern 
thought on matters of protection. The game is passing 
away so rapidly that it seems easy to see that it should 
not be shot during the spring season. The record of 
this convention of thinkers—the most ‘able, and yet one 
of the most wise, deliberate and conservative bodies 
that ever sat in this part of the country for the discus- 
sion of game law matters—hardly need be written, for 
it must be known without saying. The matter was in- 
augurated by Mr. Uri L. Lamphrey, President of the 
Minnesota State Sportsmen’s Association, who made a 
stirring, logical and convincing speech. Mr. Lamphrey 
gave page and line for every position, and showed a 
thorough familiarity with the breeding habits and the 
dates of the flight of our migratory fowl. The formal 
resolution was introduced by Mr. Fullerton, of Minne- 
sota, as follows: 


_ Resolved, That it is the sense of this convention that the shoot- 
ing of all aquatic fowl, including snipe, should be prohibited from 
Jan. 1 to cept 1 in each year, and that we pledge ourselves to use 
all honorable means to have laws passed by the different States 
here represented to so prohibit spring shooting. 


It will be observed that this wording specifies snipe, 
so that there might be avoided the Illinois ambiguity 
over the question whether or not the snipe may be 
called a waterfowl. 


The Seasons for Killing Game. 


The question of establishing uniform open seasons for 
game over territory so large as that embraced by the 
different States represented in this convention is, of 
course, a way difficult one, and was alike the most im- 
portant and the most trying duty of the convention. The 
discussion of dates for different sorts of game showed a 
disposition on the part of all the varying localities to 
give and take in the matter of close and open seasons, 
with the joint wish to get at dates which should be 
as near as possible alike, and which should yet serve 
the purposes of practical local protection. The first and 
least difficult phase of this question was that of the season 
for deer in the different States. After careful weighing 
of all data, the following resolution of Mr. Foote, of 
Michigan, was adopted: 


Resolved, That it is the sense of this meeting that the open sea- 


son for deer be from-Noy. 1 to Nov. 20, with Sve days to dispose 
of the deer on hand. ‘ 


The question of a uniform date for chicken, quail, 
grouse, etc., proved to be a mixed and hard one, and 
bid fair to take up much: more time than remained at 
the disposal of the convention. Here it became obvious 
that Illinois will without doubt prove the most disturbing 
factor in any attempt at uniform laws among the North- 
western States. This is true mainly from geographical 
reasons, the State stretching nearly 300 miles further 
south than the average boundary lines of the other States 
concerned, Mr. Loveday thought the chicken date ought 
to be opened on Sept. 15; Col. Fox, of Michigan, 
thought that the date on all game birds excepting prairie 
chickens should be from Oct. 1 to Dec. 1. It seems to 
be evident also that the prairie chicken is going to be 
a harder factor to handle than almost any other game 
bird. Mr. Fullerton, seeing that these questions needed 
further weighing, moved that the chair appoint a com- 
mittee to be composed of one delegate from each State, 
these to meet later with the purpose of determining 
dates as uniform as possible for the seasons on small 
game. This motion prevailed, and the chair appointed 
the following committee: Minnesota, S. F. Fullerton; 
North Dakota, George E. Bowers; Michigan, A. L. 
Lakey; Wisconsin, J. H. Green; Ohio, E. H. Shorb; 
Illinois, C. E. Felton. The report of this committee will 
te received with interest after it has formulated its plans. 


Song and Insectivorous Birds. 


Mr. Ruthven Deane, the well-known Chicago orni- 
thologist, took up the question of protection of North 
American birds, explaining the failures of certain laws in 
the practical protection of such birds. He mentioned 
the work of the Audubon societies of different States, 
and described the necessity for such work. He spoke 
of the practical extinction of certain of our North Ameri- 
can birds, and traversed the popular doctrine that 
hawks, crows, etc., should be destroyed when seen. Mr. 
Deane offe~ed as proper text for an interstate law the 
following bill prepared by the American Ornithologists’ 
Union: ’ , 
{An Act for the Protection of Birds and thei Nests and Eggs.] 


Sec. 1. Any pefson who shall, within the State of » kill or 
catch or have in his or her possession, living or dead, any wild 
bird other than a game bird, or who shall pure offer or expose 
for sale any ouch wild bird after it has been killed or caught 
shall, for each offense, be subject to a fine of $5 for each bird 
killed or caught, or had in possession living or dead, or imprison- 
ment for ten s, or both, at the discretion of the court. For 
the purposes of act the following only l be considered game 
birds: The Anatidz, commonly rows as swans, geese, brant, 
and river and sea ducks; the lide, commonly known as rails, 
yy gg Fg 
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grouse, prairie chickens, pheasants, partridges juail. 
“7 2. ‘Kay who shall, within the. State of os take or 
needless! destroy the nest or the or shall 


eggs of re bird, 
have nest or eggs in his or her possessioti, shall be subject 
for each offense to a fine of $5, or imprisonment for ten days, or 
at the discretion of the court. 
Sec. 3. Sections 1 and 2 of this act shall not apply to any 


erson 
holdin, outiate ving the right to take bi and their 
aeate cad cone, or tie punposne, as provided for in ion 
ficates may be granted by (here follow the names of 
the persons, if any, duly authorized by this act to grant such 
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certificates), or L 4 any incorporated society of natural history in 
the State, through such persons or officers as said society may 


. designate, to any properly accredited person of the age of fifteen 


years or upward, permitting the holder thereof to collect birds, 
their nests or eggs, for strictly scientific purposes only. In order 
to obtain such certificate, the applicant for the same must present 
to the person or persons having the power to grant said certificate 
written testimonials from two well-known scientific men, certi- 
fying to the good character and fitness of said applicant to 
be intrusted with such privilege; must pay to said persons or 
officers $1 to defray the necessary expenses attending the grant- 
ing of such certificates; and must file with said persons or officers 
a properly executed bond in the sum of $200, signed by two re- 
sponsible citizens of the State as sureties. This bond shall be for- 
feited to the State, and the certificate become void, upon proof 
that the holder of such a certificate has killed any bird, or taken 
the nest or eggs of any bird, for other than the purposes named 
in Sections 3 and 4 of this act, and shall be further subject for 
each such offense to the penalties provided therefor in Sections 
1 and 2 of this act. 


Sec. 5. The certificates authorized by this act shall be in force 


for one year only from the date of their issue, and shall not be 
transferable. 


Sec. 6. The English or European house sparrow (Passer domes- 
ticus) is not included among the birds protected by this act. 

Sec. 7. All acts or parts of acts heretofore passed, inconsistent 
with or contrary to the provisions of this act, are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 8. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Mr. Watkins, of Michigan, supported Mr. Deane’s re- 
marks ably, and the above was passed in form of a 
resolution, 


Other Matters, 


Mr. E. H. Shorb, of the Ohio State Commission of 
Fish and Game, was called upon to tell something of his 
work as master of the State pheasantries in Ohio. Mr. 
Shorb said that he had found the cross-bred bird, or ring- 
necked pheasant, the most valuable, as it did not wander 
so much as the Mongolian pheasant. He stated that 
Ohio had been very successful in raising these birds, 
and he had turned down over 2,000 of them. The birds 
bred twice a year and were hardy when once the season 
of infancy was passed. 

Col. Fox, of Michigan, introduced the following reso- 
lution, which was passed: 


Whereas, This convention has been called for the purpose of 
recommending efficient laws for the protection of game of all 
kinds; be it 

Resolved, That this convention urges Congress to use every 
honorable means to pass the bill proposeu by Hon. Secretary 
Bliss for the addition of lands known as Jackson’s Hole, in Wy- 
oming, to the Yellowstone Park as a part of the same, for the 
purpose of better protecting the wild animals which abound in 
that section, thus making a winter range and the grandest game 
preserve in the world. 


Mr. Lakey moved that the States of Indiana, Ohio, 
Towa and South Dakota should be invited to join the 
purposes of the convention, and Senator Potter, of Min- 
nesota, moved that the temporary. organization formed 
for the present week should be made a permanent one. 
On vote upon the latter motion the organization was 
made permanent. Mr. Green, of Wisconsin, will con- 
tinue as president, and Mr. Fullerton, of Minnesota, as 
secretary for the ensuing year. Annual meetings will be 
held. The name of the organization will be determined 
at a future committee meeting, and for the purposes of 
brevity the title of Interstate Wardens’ Association may 
perhaps be adopted. 

In the matter of national legislation, Mr. Fullerton 
introduced the following, which was carried: 

Resolved, That it is the sense of this convention that each 
delegate present shall use his best effort with his representative 
in Congress to have him vote for and support the bill now pend- 
ing in Congress, introduced by Senator Teller, to regulate the ship- 


ment of game between the States, and that we, as delegates, 
heartily concur in this proposed legislation and urge its adoption. 


In the matter of shortening the selling season of game, 
Mr. Strell was of the belief that a selling. season should 
be permitted, but that it should be bounded by sub- 
tracting five days from each end of the killing season. 
This was referred to the committee on open and close 
seasons. 


The Committee on Legislation. 


The sense of this convention may be clearly gathered 
from the foregoing resolutions as printed in full, and 
it is to be submitted that the conclusions of this conven- 
tion are wise ones, ard not radical from a modern 
standpoint. At least they represent the belief of the 
best protectionists of this part of our country. The 
work up to this point, however, has been but preliminary 
and advisory. The practical work is still ahead, It is 
no doubt too much to expect that any measure embody- 
ing the above principles will be passed by all of the 
States represented here in Chicago, nor is it, perhaps, to 
be supposed that even one State will adopt these sug- 
gestions in full. The task of preparing a bill which shall 
be common for all these States, on the heads above 
specified, is one involving much legal skill and careful 
thought. The necessity of a legislative committee was 
apparent for the purposes of drafting such a bill, and at 
Mr. Byrnes’ motion the personnel of such a committee 
was decided by the chair as follows: J. H. Green, S. F. 
Fullerton, A. L. Lakey, George E. Bowers E. H. Shorb 
and C. E. Felton. 

This committee will have at its right hand such legal 
talent as that of Hon. T. E. Byrnes, who has had much 
to do with the excellent Minnesota law, and of Mr. C. E. 
Whelan, Assistant Attorney-General of Wisconsin, who 
for such purposes would need no further indorsement 
than may be shown in the brief record of his work at 
this convention. 

The convention adjourned at a late hour on Tuesday 
afternoon, subject to call of Chairman Green. After the 
smoke has blown away from an ordinary sportsmen’s 
convention one usually expects to hear nothing further 
of the matter, but there is a peculiar and irresistible 
feeling about this convention, which was not one of 
sportsmen, that its adjournment was not the end of it. 
It is the belief of all who attended this convention and 
noted its sincerity and steadfastness that we shall hear 
more from these men. Let us hope that it will be a 
great deal more. 


Notes of the Convention. 


There were pee on Tuesday the following gen- 
tlemen from different States, a numerous and able gath- 


ering: 

Wtcdsih stecakine J. H. Green, J. T. Ellarson, State 
warden; H. Overbeck, Jr., Representative W. H. Flett, 
H. D. Smith and J. J. Hogan, Fish Commissioners; C. 
E. Whelan, Assistant State’s Attorney; J. S. Nevins, 
Superintendent, and E. E, Bryant, President State Fish 
Commission; C. G. Ball, Commissioner of Fisheries. 

Minnesota.—S. F. Fullerton, executive agent State 
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Game and Fish Commission; Representative W. B. 
Douglas, chairman House Game and Fish Committee; 
Senator E. G. Potter, chairman Senate Game and Fish 
Committee; Hon. T. E. Byrnes, attorney for the State 
Commission; C. S. Benson, Secretary State Game and 
Fish Commission; Representative A. F. Ferris, mem- 
ber House Game and Fish Committee; Uri L. Lam- 
phrey, President Minnesota Game and Fish Protective 
Association; W. G. L. Tucker, Secretary same organiza- 
tion. 4 
Michigan.—Horace Davis, President State Fish Com- 
mission; C. E. Brewster, State deputy game and fish 
warden; Col. E. Crofton Fox, Vice-President State 
Game Protective Association; J. Waddell, Grand Rapids 
Fish, Game and Dog Protective Association; A. L. 
Lakey, President National Game, Bird and Fish Pro- 
tective Association; ravenna” © L. Preston, Mr. Moore, 
statistical agent Michigan Fish Commission; Repre- 
sentative C. E. Foote, and G. W. Wills, deputy from Bay 
county. 

Illinois.—N. Cohen, President State Fish Commission; 
S. P. Bartlett, United States Fish Commissioner; Rep- 
resentative J. B. Lyon, H. W. Loveday, State warden; 
A. A. Exline, attorney for State warden; P. Goetter, 
A. Lenke, H. Edenborgh and G. R. Rotto, deputy game 
wardens; A. H. Noel, fish warden, Cherry Valley; C. 
D. Gammon, M. R. Bortree, S. F. Baird, G. Kleinman, 
G. Airey, E. M. Gates, William Werner, R. B. Organ, 
L: M. Hamline, Ruthven Deane. 

_Ohio.—E. H. Shorb, State Game and Fish Commis- 
sioner. 

North Dakota.—George E. Bowers, State warden. 

State Warden Chase S. Osborne, of Michigan, is on 
his way to Europe, and could not attend: Mr. Chamber- 
lain, of Ironwood, was also disappointed and obliged to 
send regrets, State Deputies Sreceter, Watkins and 
Willis ably represented the field forces of that progressive 
State. 

Warden George E. Bowers, of North Dakota, says 
that the shooting’ license is well received in his State, 
and raises considerable money to pay for protective work. 
He thinks North Dakota will not go back to the old 
system again. 

Mr. C. E, Whelan, of Wisconsin, is the sort of lawyer 
of whom protection cannot have too many. 

Hon, “Tim” Byrnes, of Minnesota, has had great 
practical experience in drafting and enforcing game 
laws. Let us hope his hand may be seen in the important 
bill which shall represent the action of this convention. 

A better man could not have been put in the secre- 
tary’s chair as executive agent. He exccutes. 

Illinois is the shakiest State of them all on cold stor 
age and the sale of game. Illinois will not come into 
line on spring shooting. If there is any break out of the 
line of uniformity, it is most apt to come from iilinois. 
This State. has a greater commercial interest in game 
than any or all of the Western States. Her geographi 
cal situation, running almost into the Southern States, 
makes yet another phase of the problem. These are 
reasons for the fact that Illinois is far behind all the 
other States represented here, and is most apt to stay 
behind in protective work. , : 

But nothing is behind New York, with her destroying 
markets. 

There will be a good sale of Forest AND STREAM 
this week among the. game dealers. E. Hoven. 

1206 Boyce Buripine, Chicago. 


Fox and Grouse. 


Curnton, Me., Jan. 31.—Editor Forest and Stream: In 
your issue of Jan. 1 the communication from Mr. Stephen 
R. Leonard, entitled “Foxes or Birds?” well illustrates 
the desire of a certain class of sportsmen to find a scape- 
goat on which to lay the consequences of their own 
deeds. He asks if I have viewed the subject from all 
sides. As I am very fond of grouse shooting as well 
as fox hunting, I have carefully considered the question 
from all sides and in all lights. As to having an over- 
supply of grouse in this neighborhood, I can say that 
there most certainly is not, but we must look for some 
other cause than the depredations of the red fox. 

I have been in the woods a great deal during the past 
six years, and during that time I have only once seen 
where a fox has devoured a grouse, and I had no means 
of knowing that this bird had not died from a shot 
wound, I have never seen where a fox has caught a 
grouse that was under the snow for the night, and I 
am positive that it is very rarely that they do catch a 
bird in this way. 3 : 

The Creator adjusted the workings of nature in far 
too wise a manner to allow one class of birds or ani- 
mals to be exterminated by another class. [t is only 
when the creature man devotes his superior powers to 
their destruction that the different classes of game are 
in danger of becoming extinct. According to old 
hunters with whom I have conversed, before the advent 
of the wing shooter with breech-loading gun and pointer 
or setter grouse were very plentiful and tame, and foxes 
were also much more abundant than at the present day. 
Since the advent of modern firearms, dogs and methods 
of shooting, the supply of ruffed grouse has steadily di- 
minished. : 

In the season of 1897 very few, if any, ruffed grouse 
were raised in the State of Maine, owing to the continued 
wet weather at the time of hatching and afterward; yet, 
notwithstanding this, the woods have been full of hunters 
who have shot every grouse possible. I have made in- 
quiries of a number of shooters, and all of the birds shot 
have been old ones. It is an undoubted fact that owing 
to no birds being raised the past season, and also to the 
slaughter of old birds, the beginning of the year 1808 
finds less than one-fourth the usual number of grouse 
left for breeding purposes in this State. Next fall, when 
the continued scarcity of grouse becomes apparent, no 
doubt some sportsmen will ignore the true cause of this 
scarcity, and again we shall hear the old, familiar cry: 
“The fox did it.” —= 

To do the bird shooters of my section justice, how- 
ever, they are very fair and do not claim that the fox is 
to blame for the scarcity of grouse, and all very willingly 
signed a petition which was presented at the last term 
of the Legislature, requesting the passage of a law 
preventing the trapping of foxes. 
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As to rabbits being in danger of being reduced to an 
alarming extent by foxes, that is the veriest nonsense. 
In this town, which is one of the towns in this State 
in which foxes have never been trapped, the fox is quite 
plentiful, and every swamp is full of rabbits, owing to 
their not being hunted to any extent. From these facts 
any honest, thinking man can deduct his own conclu 
sions. 

Viewing the question from a different standpoint, the 
fox is one of the wisest provisions in the whole economy 
of Mother Nature, as a means of keeping mice and cer- 
tain kinds of insects in check. It is a well-known fact 
that the principal food of the fox is the field mouse, and 
that where the mouse is plentiful there will the fox be 
found in good numbers until the mice are caught off, 
when the fox moves to new pastures. The destruction 
of the coyote in certain sections of the Northwest has 
been followed by a plague of jack rabbits, and in Mani- 
toba by a plague of gophers, or ground squirrels, and 
there is no doubt that the extermination of the fox would 
be attended by disastrous results, owing to the increase 
of mice and other pests. The worst natural enemies of 
the grouse are the great horned owl and the American 
goshawk, of which latter bird there has been an: un- 
usually large flight the past season. 

It can be only the most pitiable selfishness which can 
induce any one to think that because one class of sports- 
men are supposedly more numerous than those of an- 


other class, the smaller class has no rights which the“ 


larger class is bound to respect. I think that all fair- 
minded sportsmen will agree with me that the fox hunters 
as a class are as worthy of consideration as any other 
class. Wicrarp H. Sutiryan. 


Winter Convention, Illinois State 
Association. 


Peoria, Ill, Feb. 9.—To step from the Interstate War- 
dens’ Convention of yesterday and the day previous to 
the winter convention of the Illinois State Sportsmen’s 
Association at Peoria to-day was something like step- 
ping from the nineteenth century back into the dark ages. 

This is the first time in the history of the Ilinois State 
Association that the convention has come out flat-footed 
for spring shooting, has fought every movement looking 
toward stopping spring shooting, and has looked grudg- 
ingly on such measures as would tend to limit the bag 
of game for any one day. Ordinarily we have at least 
resolved against spring shooting, but this time we didn’t 
even resolve against it. 

The State of Illinois, in so far as the State Sports- 
men’s Association is concerned, is cut into two sections. 
The upper third is not in favor of spring shooting, and 
has usually stood for strict game laws. The central and 
lower parts of the State are strong for spring shooting. 
Attending a convention at Peoria, in central Illinois, is 
like going outside of the State, so far as similarity to 
the views of the upper part of the State is concerned. 
The representation in the convention to-day was practi 
cally one from the central and lower portions of the 
State; hence the apparently contradictory action of the 
organization. Yet it should be said that the men from 
these lower sections are very frank and outspoken in 
their wishes, leaving nothing in doubt as to their in- 
tentions, and of course it should be understood that it is 
no new condition which has been discovered. There 
is no more hard feeling among the members from differ- 
ent parts of the State than there has ever been. On the 
question of spring shooting the Association has simply 
agreed to disagree. Barring certain wild schemes 
which the State Legislature will take care of very 
promptly when it gets around that far, the action of the 
convention may be said to indicate a certain progress in 
the ideas of game protection, though certainly not a prog- 
ress such as that shown by the men who met at the war- 
dens’ convention this week in Chicago. There was a little 
less of the customary sweeping resolutions and a little 
greater indication of a possible later action upon some 
of the resolutions adopted. Let us say, then, that the 
great State of Illinois, with its double climate, its vary- 
ing conditions, is still in the dark ages of protective work, 
but not nearly so far back in them as it was some years 
ago. 


Summary of the Sense. 


The sense of the meeting was taken by resolutions of- 
fered upon all the different questions of a list prepared 
and sent out among the members of the association, the 
answers being tabulated and further enforced by the dis- 
cussion on and vote of the meeting. Thus we may suc- 
cinctly arrive at the beliefs and preferences of the Illinois 
State Sportsmen’s Association on matters of game pro- 
tection by reference to the following summary: 

1. Dates for the open season: Ducks, geese, 
snipe and water fowl, Sept. 1 to April-15; grouse and 
prairie chicken, Sept. 1 to Nov. 1; quail, Oct. 15 to Dec. 
15; woodcock, Sept. 1 to Dec. 15; squirrel, Sept. 1 to 
Dec. 15; deer, wild turkeys and Mongolian pheasants, 
protected till 1910; doves, Sept. 1 to Dec. 15. . 
¥ 2. Should State game wardens be paid a stated salary? 

es. 

3. Would it not be well to have a State fund for the 
payment of wardens and propagation and preservation 
of game? Yes. 

4. How shall we obtain a fund for the payment of 
wardens for the protection of game? By a shooting 
license of $1 for residents, $5 for non-residents. 

5. Should a limit be placed on the number of birds one 
person may kill in a day? Thirty-five head of any one 
kind of game in any one day. 

6. Would it not be wise to pass a law prohibiting en- 
tirely the sale of game, excepting during the period be- 
tween the fifth day after the opening of the open season 
ee the fifth day before the closing of the open season? 

es. 

7. Would it be wise to pass a law prohibiting entirely 
the cold storage of game? Yes, prohibiting cold storage 
for commercial purposes in any stotchouse of tempera- 
ture less than 32 degrees. 

8. Would ‘not the prohibiting of the cold storage of 
game and the sale of any game, from any State, at any 
period other than the time mentioned in Question 7, 
make it unprofitable for dealers and market hunters alike 
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to handle game, and thus take away the incentive to 
violate the game !aws? Yes. 

9. Would it not be wise to divide the State into eight 
game districts, with a paid district game warden in each, 
to look after the enforcement of the laws in his district? 
Advise one State warden with a deputy for each county. 

10. Could you suggest any improvement in the present 
fish laws? No hook and line fishing within 4ooft. of any 
dam from April 1 to July 1. : 

11. Should there be an open season on doves? If so, 
what dates? Yes, Sept. 1 to Dec. 15. 


The Proceedings. 


The meeting was called to order at the parlors of the 
Fey Hotel at 11 A. M., Vice-President Abner Price, of 
Chicago, in the chair, President Fahnestock, of Peoria, 
being absent in California; Secretary G. F. Simmons 
was at the desk. An address of welcome was delivered 
by Mayor Warner, of Peoria. On call of delegates the 
following clubs responded, with the following repre- 
sentation: 

Peoria Gun Club—G. H. Portman, Robert D. Clarke, 
J. M. Brown, George F. Webber, William Ohl, Frank 
K. Whiting, Dan Raum, Robert Scholes. 

Duck Island Hunting and Fishing Club—D. W. Voor- 
hees, Peoria; Will Bush, Peoria; W. H. Shaw, Canton; 
Abner Price. 

Henry Gun Club—J. S. Brassfield. 

Aledo Gun Club—J. F. Henderson. 

Canton Gun Club—A. J. McQuaid, W. H. Shaw. 

Undercliffe and Lake Senachwine County—J. G. Reu- 
ter. 

Pekin Gun Club—J. N. James. 

Wyoming Gun Club—J. M. Thomas, Jr. 

Chicago Fly-Casting Club—George W. Strell. 

Crystal Lake Club, of Henderson County—E. H. Car- 
penter, of Burlington, Ia. 

College City Hunting and Fishing Club—J. H. Petti- 
bone, Burlington, Ia., and Carl Leopold, Burlington, Ia. 

Lone Tree Fishing Club—J. H. Pettibone, Burlington, 


a. 

Rice Lake Hunting Club—J. C. posspepens J 

Carthage Lake Gun Club, of Henderson County—F. 
J. Schlager and J. C. Lathan, of Burlington, Ia.; S. P 
Bartlett, United States Fish Commissioner, Quincy; 
McLean County Gun Club, Henry Ringhouse, Bloom- 
ington; L. W. Hurff, Elmwood, Ill.; W. H. Clinch, 
Elmwood; gos Kelly, Peoria; Joseph Fargo, Ben- 
son; C. J. Sammis, Peoria; Charles Bartson, Peoria; 
W. E. Giles, Peoria; A. E. Giles, Peoria; W. C. Bush, 
Peoria; M. D. Hurley, Peoria; E. H. Bradley, M. D., 
Peoria; J. W. Henry, Galesburg; E. B. Davis, Gales- 
burg; R. B. Organ, Chicago; H. W. Loveday, chief 
game warden, Chicago; Nath. H. Cohen, Fish Com- 
missioner, Qainey; Dr. W. V. Gutterg, Middleton; A, 
L. Deaton, Middleton. , 

On motion all present were admitted to the discus- 
sions on matters before the convention. 

A committee of two—Messrs. Robert Clark, of Peoria, 
and J. M. Thomas, of Wyoming—was set to work at 
tabulating the hundreds of answers to the printed lists 
of questions. The secretary read a letter of regrets from 
President Fahnestock. The latter inclosed a letter from 
Col. C. E. Felton, of Chicago, expressing at great‘ length 
his own personal views upon game legislation. Col. 
Felton appears not to have been happy when he wrote 
the letter, for among other things he expressed extreme 
dissatisfaction with the sportsmen’s papers, remarking in 
part: “When sportsmen try to injure legitimately the 
mercantile class they but furnish food with which to kill 
all really friendly legislation for the protection of game. 
Much better (were it possible or proper) to muzzle the 
sportsmen’s press (so called, bat not truthfully, as our 
papers are now but advertising mediums) and prohibit 
their advertising guns, ammunition, tournaments, etc., 
creating a desire to shoot birds. It is the greed for the 
almighty dollar on their part, which, more than a like 
number of market men, fosters the illegal killing of game. 
Preaching and practice with these journals are not in 
hatmony.” 

Mr. Clark, of Peoria, asked: “Who is Mr. Felton?” 
Mr. Hough, of the Forest AND StREAM, moved to table 
the letter of Col. Felton, Mr. Strell, of the American 
Field, seconding. Motion lost, Mr. Shaw, of Canton, 
substituting a vote of thanks, though the press’ couldn’t 
see anything to be thankful over. Col. Felton didn’t 
ought to do this, for the sporting papers have always 
treated him very nicely, as they do everybody else. If 
they should cease doing so, and start out after him some 
bright morning with a conjoint sharp stick, he would 
accumulate Weltschmerz faster than he hath dreamed. 
As I have stated earlier, the real trouble with Col. Felton 
is that he can’t shoot well enough to kill himself a mess 
of birds, so he wants to be allowed to buy them; other- 
wise he is a nice man. 


Uniform Opening Date. 


When the committee on replies announced its willing- 
ness to report, it became evident that it would be difh- 
cult to classify the replies exactly. Thus on the question 
on the legal season for wildfowl twelve asked for Sept. 1 
to April 15; twenty for Sept. 15 to April 1; twelve Sept. 
15 to May 1; five Oct. 1 to April 1; four Sept. 1 to 
Jan. 1; six Sept. 1 to April 1; one Sept. 1 to Dec. 1; 
two Jan. 1 to March 15. One member of the Association 
sent in a reply stating that he did not want any game 
law at all! Several members of clubs living near the 
borders of other States where there was no spring shoot- 
ing wanted the season to end Feb. 1. The closing part 
of the law was the important part in the minds of the 
Southern members, and as to the opening date they. were 
not so insistent. On motion of Mir. W. H. Shaw, of 
Canton, the closing date was made April 15. A: ver 
excellent course was taken upon the action of Mr. Strell’s 
motion to em the fall season on all feathered game at 
Sept. 1, so that no gun should go afield before that date 
for any reason or excuse. This was carriea. The wisdom 
of such a date is apparent, as it means protection to July 
wood ducks and August grouse, which are so often killed 
under the cover of earlier open dates on other game, 
such as woodcock, etc. The closing date on quail, wood- 
cock and squirrels was set for Dec. 15; on prairie chick- 
ens, Nov. f. 


Some time was spent ovet the discussion of a deer 


law, Mr. Leonard, of Burlington, thinking that deer 
might again live with us in lower Illinois, at least if 
they had protection. The closed term indorsed, till 1910, 
is proper, but not vital. The question of rabbits proved 
far more important, and the farmer boy, the gun and 
the flock of quail on the snow came up for careful con- 
sideration. It was agreed that a rabbit law would raise 
a howl from all over the State, and therefore it was de- 
cided to leave the rabbit where he is now, an outlaw 
against whom every man’s hand may be raised on sight. 

It was wise to specify snipe instead of leaving alive the 
ambiguity of the present Illinois law, and it was wise 
to recommend uniformity of dates on snipe and ducks, 
so that the alleged snipe hunter may not shoot ducks, 
and vice versa. Mr. James, of Pekin, wanted snipe 
shooting to run into the spring as far as May 15, but 
his motion was lost. 


The Mongolian Pheasant. 


Dr. E. H. Bradley, of Peoria, brought up the question 
of propagetion of the Mongolian pheasant, stating that 
such a bird would add much to our sporting resources. 
Mr. Carpenter thought results with this bird had been 
disappointing. Of many birds put down he had heard 
very little, and he thought they did not do well. Mr. 
Leopold begged leave to differ, as he had seen several 
of these birds, some as much as twenty miles from the 
place where they were put down, in Hancock and Hen- 
derson counties. He thought them well worth trying. 
Others spoke of the success with these birds in other 
States. On motion of Mr. Strell they were added for the 
close term till 1910. Let us hope that no future Governor 
will veto this measure. 


New Ideas. 


The new idea of salaried wardens, paid from a State 
fund, seemed to prevail in the convention, though it 
was agreed that any game law establishing a salary and 
not providing for the salary would be killed in the Legis- 
lature. On the question of raising such a fund the idea 
of the gun license was a natural sequence. It was voted 
that an annual shooting license of $1 should be charged 
upon all residents wishing to shoot in Illinois, this not 
to be a gun tax, but a gun license, payable only by those 
who cared to shoot. 


The Ring of Real Sportsmanship, 


The ting of real sportsmanship was evident in the 
speech of Mr. Robert Scholes, who asked time for te- 
marks on the question of putting a limit on the daily 
bag. Mr. Scholes said that twenty-five birds were enough 
for any man who is out for sport, and he took it that 
all members of the Association daitied to be sportsmen. 
The market hunter might want mote bitds than that, 
but he concluded that the day was past when matket 
hunting could be tolerated by sportsmen. None of tis 
were matket hunters, he said. He moved a limit by law 
of twenty-five head of game to ahy one gtin for one day. 

Mr. Clark. of Peotia, was frankly and naively op- 
gone to this. He thought fifty birds was nearer right. 
Suppose you have been out four or five days, and you 
get a good chance at last, he said; would it not be hard 
to quit with twenty-five birds when they were coming 
in good? 

Mr. Shaw, of Canton, opposed the idea of so stall a 
limit. He said, with frankness equal to Mr. Clatk’s: “I 
am one of those game hogs.” 

Mr. Hurff came out openly and said he did not believe 
in any limit at all on the bag. Mr. Leopold said he 
favored some sort of a limit. Mr. Clark moved to amend 
Mr. Scholes’ motion by setting the limit at fifty head. 
Amendment. lost, and Mr. Scholes’ motion was carried. 
This action was done by a majority, but it left a ver 
sore minority. Mr. Clark said that he believed such 
a measure would split the forces of the Association at 
the Legislature, as he could not indorse such a limit, and 
he knew’a gfeat many others would not. Mr. Leanold 
moved to reconsider. Motion reconsidered. Mr. Shaw 
then moved that the limit of bag should be “thirty-five 
head of any one kind of game on any one day.” Thus, 
he explained, one might kill thirty-five ducks, thirty-five 
snipe, thirty-five chickens, etc., the same day. The Shaw 
motion carried and was made the sense of the convention. 


The Marketing of Game. 


Mr. Clark, of Peoria, voiced the opinion of the major- 
ity in his motion to admit a selling season for game, 
but limiting it by subtracting five days from each end 
of the shooting season. Mr. Strell supported this with 
others. He later introduced a resqlution memorializing 
the Legislature to abolish cold storage of game. Mr. 
Shaw moved to table this, as it w@uld affect the holding 
of sportsmen’s game in ice houses. It was pointed out 
that the ice house and the commereial cold-storage house 
were not identical. Motion to table lost. The resolu- 
tion was shaped to specify commercial cold storage. If 
the Legislature knows its duty it will now abolish the 
warehousing of game, which has hitherto been known 
to be a troublesome factor. 


Districts. 


On the question of districting the State Mr. Scholes 
said we must have funds before we could pay district 
wardens. He spoke of the ae regard held. for the 
law, citing the case of Sheriff Johnson, of that very 
city of Peoria, who had broken the chicken law last 
summer. To break a game law was as shameful as to 
break the law against burglary. Mr. Scholes made a 
strong speech in favor of good-laws and good observance 
of them. Mr. Clark explained that Sheriff Johnsen had 
thought Aug. 15 was the date. Mr. Scholes said it was 
r.o matter what he Senne. he could easily have learned, 
as he had the statutes. arden Poole stated that Sheriff 
Johnson had asked him what would be done if he went 
out shooting before the law was out. “Warden Poole 
said he himself would do nothing, nor had he done any- 
thing, but he noticed that some other deputy had! 

The question of districting the State was closed by the 
motion of Mr. Shaw, who favored a State warden and 
a deputy for each county. 


Fish Laws. 
S. P. Bartlett, of the United States Fish Commission, 
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was called upon to state what he needed in the way of a 
better fish law in Illinois. He replied that he was doing 
pretty well as it was, and did not grow enthusiastic over 
the idea of aid. He said that the State Commission had 
gotten its present law inch by inch, through a 
term of years, not by asking any sweeping meas- 
ures, and that the law was kept on the statute 
books by means of a broad way of enforcing it. 
An attempt to enforce it to the letter might cause its 
repeal. He said he had worked fifteen years for the in- 
terests of the angler, and at last found he was wrong, 
and had come to consider the importance .of the interests 
of commercial fisheries. He spoke for the carp and 
other coarse fish, saying that under no natural condition 
were the game fishes found to exist in a relation of 
more than 15 per cent. to the coarse fishes. To increase 
the latter increased the former. Dr. Bartlett approved 
of the new fish law with its size-limit on fish. e also 
favored the pet idea of President Nat H. Cohen, that 
no fishing should be allowed within gooft. of any dam 
from April t to July 1. He spoke of great destruction 
of spawn-laden bass he had seen eatised by hook and line 
in the spring. He had seen one tod kill 180 bass in one 
day, and had known a lot of boys to take 1,400 black 
bass on hook and line. We néeded a lose season, cover- 
ing the spawning season, but this was hafd to establish 
for so long a State as Illinois. Dr. Bartlett did not 
believe in paying wardens by a “blood money” system 
of fines. He admitted, on Mr. Kelly’s question, that the 
Commission allowed net fishing under the ice, against 
the law, but said it was only for coarse fish, and was 
done under the supervision of a State deputy, whose 
pay came from the fishermen. He gave further instance 
of the odd Western view of the law and its enforcement 
by admitting that the Commission tolerated 13%4in. mesh 
nets, against the law, but said that if they lived 
up to the law the market fishermen would be 
injured. He believed that the best way was to 
have an understanding with the market fishers. The 
latter had about 1,000 men in-their association, and that 
this association would vote for a law imposing a license 
of $100 for each firm, this fund to go for the use of 
protection. During.his speech Dr. Bartlett was plied 
with questions, and this but served to show his thorough 
familiarity with his work. In the matters of knowledge 
of fish, of fish conditions, of getting legislation, the ama- 
teur sportsmen of the Association are babes and suck- 
lings compared to this veteran, and I imagine he felt 
glad when he discovered no disposition for extensive 
tinkering with the law. 

President Cohen, of the State Fish Commission, was 
also called upon, and spoke of the question of spring 
fishing at dams, which he hoped to see stopped. Not 
all the destruction was caused by nets. 

Mr. Thompson said that at Spring Lake he had seen 
5.000lbs. of fish taken at one haul of a seine, and nearly 
all were game fish, none of which, big or little, were re- 
turned to the water, 

Mr. Cohen was cheerful and well posted. He spoke 
of the great numbers of young fish which could be taken 
from the overflow waters, where they were cut off after 
the spawning season. ‘There are millions of these game 
fish, if we could save them,” he said. Mr. Organ asked: 
“Why don’t you save these game fish, and not the carp? 
I think that your 13in. carp is entirely too long.” 

“Shall we, then, move all the market fishers off the 
Illinois River?” said Mr. Cohen, 

“Yes,” said Mr. Organ, “or give them bass instead of 
carp.” 

Mr. Cohen said that if the Commission had money 
enough it would put eight different crews to work during 
the: two fall months which were the right time for sav- 
ing these young fish in the overflow. Mr. Cohen then 
put his motion prohibiting dam fishing in the spring, 
which was carried as above stated. 


Legislative Committee Work. 


Mr. Shaw moved the chair appoint a committee on 
legislative action for the purposes of drafting. and pre- 
senting a bill. Mr. Hough asked consent to offer under 
that head the following motion: 

“That the chair appoint a committee of three, chosen 
from divergent parts of the State, for the purposes of 
drafting a constitutional and legally approved bill in 
accordance with the sense of the Illinois State Sports- 
men’s Association, and with discretionary powers to 
further the interests of such bill as shown in this meet- 
ing. These three members to choose one representative 
to address the Interstate Wardens’ Committee, and to 
ask conference with that committee on matters of pro- 
posed game laws for the Northwestern States. 

“It is made an advisory part of this motion that the 
chairman of said Wardens’ Committee is Senator J. Her- 
bert Green, Milwaukee, Wis.; other members, Mr. S. F. 
Fullerton, executive agent, St. Paul, Minn.; Mr. A. L. 
Lakey, Kalamazoo, Mich.; Mr. E. H. Short, Van Wert, 
O.; Mr. C. E. Felton, Chicago, Ill.; Mr. George E. 
Bowers, State warden, Fargo, N. D.” 

Mr. Shaw said he had no objection to the above mo- 
tion as a substitute, provided that the committee held to 
the wishes of the present convention as expressed in 
their resolutions. He would oppose anything tending 
to prohibit spring shooting. The motion was carried, 
but. still being suspicious of anything coming from the 
upper part of the State, Mr. Clark, of Peoria, introduced 
a resolution of instruction to the committee on legisla- 
tion, by which said committee was advised to oppose 
any measure looking toward the prohibiting of spring 
shooting. Of course this was passed. It should now 
be clear to the framers of the Interstate wardens’ bill, 
as well as to the general public, that the Illinois State 
Sportsmen’s Association is pein on record in favor 
of spring shooting, and will do all possible to withdraw 
this State from the league of united and wise action in 
regard to one important question. Should all the other 
Northwestern States stop spring shooting—as they all 
are sure to do before very long—and should Illinois stay 
out, still shooting in the spring, and still operating her 
cold-storage houses, we shall see the old instance of one 
State doing more harm than six others can do good, 
for the loophole will be bigger than the law. Have the 
gentlemen of lower Illinois ever stopped to consider 
this? Have they ‘ever stopped to consider what would 
be the effect on the duck supply, provided that not a 
bird in the Northwest could be sent to market in the 


spring? These gentlemen say that they get no shoot- 
ing except in the spring: Ate they stite that a general 
stopping of shooting wotld not bring them back the 
days of fall shooting, far more etijoyable than those of 
spring? Upon still another question it might be well for 
our Southern members to take thought. They seem to 
believe that the men of upper Illinois are not sincere, but 
selfish as themselves. They think that the Chicago shoot- 
ers “skip over the line into Wisconsin and Indiana” in 
the spring. In this I think they are much. mistaken. 
Some do so, but many of our best sportsmen do not. 
They are in favor of laws prohibiting spring shooting 
not only in Illinois, but also in Wisconsin and Indiana. 
They will join the sportsmen of lower Illinois in laying 
their guns in the spring, and thus prove that their posi- 
tion has not been one of selfishness, but of sportsmanship. 


Non-Resident Licenses. 


State’Warden Loveday was called on. He said he be- 
lieved in a good, stiff non-resident license, with a smaller 
one for residents. He thought outside shooters would 
not object. He himself would not object to such a 
license. Mr. Leopold, of Burlington, Ia., took up the 
question of non-residents who owned property in IIli- 
nois. Dr. Bartlett said he would like to see a good, fat 
tax on a good many non-residents. Mr, Shaw made a 
motion “That all non-resident shooters pay a license of 
$5, exéepting tiiembets of chartered gun clubs, who shall 
pay the same tax as a tesident shooter.” On motion of 
Mr. Scholes, Sec. 4 of the list of resolutions was changed 
to read in accordance with this motion. 


Funds, 


Mr. Leopold asked what should be done about funds 
for the committee work. Mr. Strell offered a motion 
which was finally carried in this form: “That the chair 
shall appoint a finance committee of five, with full power 
to act, same to solicit an individual donation of $1 from 
each club member, the fund so raised to be used to fur- 
ther the objects of this meeting.” ’ 

Mr. Organ said that there were 25,000 sportsmen in 
Illinois, and if each would give $1 we could carry an 
bill, we wanted to in the Legislature. (Laughter.) “ 
have been there, and I know what it means to fight for 
a game law. We have the hardest fight ahead of us we 
ever had. As to spring shooting, when a man runs for 
the Legislature in this part of the State he is first 
sounded on spring shooting. If he is opposed to it, he 
don’t get elected.” : 

Mr. Strell moved the appointment of a standing com- 
mittee of promotion and publicity to send out circulars 
setting forth game protective ideas. His paper would 
disinterestedly print 25,000 circulars. 

Votes of thanks were passed in the usual way, and 
the meeting adjourned on call of the chair. The chair 
will within five days announce the appointments for the 
several committees above specified. Any vacancy on a 
committee will be filled by vote of remaining members. 
It is likely that the committee on legislation will have 
for two members Mr. Shaw, of Canton, and Mr. F. S. 
Baird, of Chicago, the member for lower Illinois being 
not yet determined. 

Feb. 12—Chairman Abner Price announces the fol- 
lowing as his appointees on the committees established 
by action of the Illinois State Sportsmen’s Convention 
at Peoria: 

On Legislation—Chairman, W. H. Shaw, of Canton; 
F. S. Baird, of Chicago; Daniel Raum, of Peoria. 

On Finance—R. B. Organ, chairman, Chicago; E, 
Hough, C. S. Wilcox, Chicago; Chauncey M. Powers, 
Decatur; G. N. Portman, Peoria. 

Publicity and Promotion—George W. Strell, chair- 
man, Chicago; J. M. James, Pekin; Thomas Marshall, 
Keithsburg; J. H. Barber, Pittsfield; James Norris, 
Anna, E. Hoven. 


1206 Boyce Buripine, Chicago, Ill. 


Iowa Items. 


Nevapa, Ia.—In our little city this winter there were 
displayed in the show windows of McCutchin’s book 
store and Briggs’ drug store the heads of two great bull 
elk. During the latter part of last October there ap- 
peared in these columns the notice of four of our best 
citizens leaving for Montana on a big game hunt. The 
heads were trophies of the hunt. The party consisted of 
Hon. J. F. Reed, Dr. C. E. Hoag, John M. Wells and 
Dr. F. S. Smith. The game secured was as follows: 
John M. Wells, two bull elk, two deer; Dr. C. E. Hoag, 
three deer, one goat; Dr. F. S. Smith, one bull elk; 
Hon. J. F. Reed, one bull elk, one bear, one goat—a 
total of four elk, five deer, one bear and two goats. The 
members of the party appointed Hon. J, F. Reed as 
scribe to write up the story of their hunt in detail. Mr. 
Reed promised some time ago to send in his manuscript 
to Forrest AND Stream. If this should catch his eye 
(he is at present somewhere down East), I hope he will 
send on his “copy” soon, as there are many Of his friends 
who would like very much to read the Liseory of this 
successful hunt. ; 

The measurements of the two heads which were on 
exhibition in this city were as follows: 

Wells’ elk antlers, from burr to tip of left antler, meas- 
ured 45in.; diameter just above burr, 10)4in.: diameter 
above bez tine, 8in.; spread from tip to tip, 33in. These 
horns, while not of great length or spread, were very 
heavy in the beam. ; ; 

Smith’s elk antlers, from burr to tip of left antler, 47in.; 
diameter above burr, 10%4in.; above bez tine, 6%in.; 
spread from tip to tip, 39in. 

= it not sboet sess S. H. Greene, of Portland, Ore., 
was writing up his experiences of the past season with 
rod and gun? Joun C, Briccs. 


The Right to Bear Arms. 


Str. Louis, Mo., Feb. 11.—Editor Forest and Stream: 
Your Man in the Clock Tower preaches evil doctrine 
to Young America. He interprets the word “militia” 
in the Second Amendment to the Constitution as though 
it were synonymous with “national guard.” There was 
no national guard when that amendment passed. The 
word “militia” meant then, and means now, the entire 
body of able-bodied citizens of the age of eighteen and 


under forty-five (with certain exemptions, not resttic- 
tions), whether organized for military purposes or un- 
organized. Every such citizen of the United States has 
an inalienable right to carry openly any weapon suitable 
for military purposes. He may no carry dirks, slung- 
shots or other weapons intended o ly for private ven- 
geance. The several States control all military bodies 
other than troops of the United States, and can deny 
the privilege of drilling and parade to any armed bodies 
of men; but they cannot prevent the individual citizen 
from carrying military weapons at his pleasure. 

“The right to bear arms is a natural right, not created 
or granted by the Constitution. The Second Amend- 
ment means no more than that it shall not be denied 
or infringed by Congress or the other departments. of 
the National Government. * * * A law which should 
prohibit the wearing of military weapons openly upon the 
person would be unconstitutional.”—Black, American 
Constitutional Law, 1895, pp. 403-404; supported by ci- 
tations of rulings. 

I know nothing about the disposition of the Man in 
the Clock Tower; but F do know that any attempt to 
deprive a Missourian of his arms while he was peaceably 
engaged in minding his own business would result in 
a first-class funeral. The Man says: “Once start the 
matter of restriction going in a legislative way, and no 
one could forecast where would be the end.” 

The end would be civil war. Horace Kepnarrt. 





Notes from New Brunswick. 


To a man up a tree on a nice, clear winter’s day the 
indications at present are that this Province will make 
a creditable display of its game resources at the Sports- 
men’s Exposition in Boston next month. Hon. Albert 
T, Dunn, Surveyor General, and Mr. L. B. Knight, 
Chief Game Commissioner, are giving their best atten- 
tion to the subject, a liberal Provincial grant has been 
secured, and no effort will be spared to make the under- 
taking a success. Moreover, likewise, Dr. Heber Bishop. 
friend of the human race, has been down here on one of 
his swooping flights and stirred up the animals, to wit, 
a happy family of moose, two bears and a “‘lucifee,” all 
of which have been headed for the Boston show. These 
are no post-mortem effigies or nightmares of the taxi- 
dermists, but real live specimens fresh from the men- 
agerie of nature. Moreover, also, one Henry Braith- 


waite is at this moment delivering curtain lectures.to an - 


audience of caribou on his farm at the Crooked Dead- 
water, and trying to persuade them to send a delegation 
to the exhibition. The big moose which Henry, with the 
assistance of Billy Chestnut, captured so cleverly in 
December last, was brought out in excellent shape and 
is now being embalmed by Mr. Carhall, of St. John, to 
form a part of the display. This moose stands nearly 
7it. high at the shoulder and has an antler spread of 51in., 
with twenty-four long points. It is to be hoped that 
the directors of the show will impress upon elderly gen- 
tlemen wearing long whiskers the necessity of keeping 
a respectable distance from the caribou at meal times. 
Propinquity is a prolific source of mastication so far as 
the caribou is concerned. Frank H. R1stTeen. 
Frepericron, Feb. 9, 1898. 





Carolina Ducks. 


Editor Forest and Stream: 

January duck shooting was not so good as usual at 
Currituck, owing, we think, to the very mild weather. 
We noticed large flocks of redheads heading north yes- 
terday, and we think they were saying good-by to us for 
this season. We saw this week a perfect redhead in 
color, but a perfect canvasback in shape. I suppose it 
was a cross between the two species, but never saw any- 
thing like it before. 

Quail-are still abundant in eastern North Carolina. 
While rabbit hunting on the farm of the Hon. Pierce 
Hampton last week, with foxhounds, in addition to.21 
rabbits and 2 opossums we bagged 16 quail. A rabbit 
hunt with Bob Flora’s hounds is fun indeed; He lives 
at Shawboro, N. C.,°on the Norfolk Southern R. R. 
This is also a good quail country. CurRRITUCK. 








THE MAN IN THE CLOCK TOWER. 


Do you, wise reader, ever 
look down on people? Not 
in the sense figurative, 
which has its source in a 

























better suit of clothes, or 
riding in a cab instead of a 
street car, or any one of a 
million other things, but 
literally, as one whose line 
of sight is always along 
perpendiculars, e whole 
aspect of things changes. 
There is a general flattening 
of all objects on the earth’s 
surface. Men walking di- 
rectly underneath seem to 
be composed largely of a 
black disk which is carried 
about by a pair of 
intensely foreshortened 
legs which are supported 
by robust feet. Horses 
have much the appear- 
ance of Persian jugs ly- 

, =) ing on the ground side- 
wise, and all vehicles for purposes of transportation 
appear to rtin very close to the ground on small wheels. 
\Along Broadway, as far as the eye can see, there. is a 
steady current of hats bobbing and squirming along, and 
quite as steady a counter-current bobs resolutely in the 
opposite direction. At the intersection of every cross 
street where the currents of hats cross each other, as 
also do the street cars, drays and other vehicles which 
fill the streets from morning till night in numbers which 
almost overflow the street limits, the solemn march of 
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the hats is disturbed. There are swirls and eddies and 
rapids of hats, all of which indicate that the wearers are 
dodging or hurrying to escape the juggernaut of com 
merce. It would seem to be a logical proposition that 
if one watched the hats long enough they would all 
pass by, either because the hat market of the world 
would be exhausted or because all the men in the world 
would pass by; but one can sit in the tower and watch 
the stream of hats come and go from the moment that 
the workaday world begins till it ends. Even from the 
tower the people on the earth’s surface seem so small 
as to be almost insignificant, and it would seem to be 
no great feat to throw a brick at any hat within range, 
for all hats look much alike to a man in a tower. And 
yet to all men who are on the surface all men in a tower 
look much alike, too. But there is this difference, how- 
ever—the man in the tower can see over a far greater 
field than the man on the ground, and of those things 
in it he writes for the man on the ground to consider, 
criticise, accept or reject, accordingly as he may find 
them sound or unsound, material or immaterial. 


Let us Pause. 


Let us pause and think of the safety of the elk in this 
wintry time, the safety which comes from the tender 
watchfulness of those who love the elk and minister to 
their wants. How the poor elk must have suffered in 
ages past for want of a loving and bountiful hand to 
feed them free hay! Up in the far north, where the 
caribou range in countless herds, they survive the in- 
clemencies of the arctic winter, notwithstanding that 
they have no philanthropists to feed them hay first and 
seli them in the markets of the world afterward, and all 
in the name of humanity, but all in the fact of commerce. 
The dynamiter who saves the fish, the netter who saves 
the quail, the snarer who saves the partridges, the ranche 
which saves the elk, all commercial and alike in spirit, 
are such as should win the unceasing consideration of 
the people. 


The Right to Bear Arms, 


The Country Doctor, in his argument in favor of 
the right of the people “to have and to carry arms’—as 
he somewhat inaccurately expresses it—bases his argu- 
ments almost entirely on a matter of sentiment. The 
common possession and freedom in respect to the own- 
‘ership and use of firearms in this country results from 
the necessities of the first settlers in defending them- 
selves from hostile whites and Indians and savage beasts, 
in the first place, and from the traditions associated with 
the struggles of a few settlements in the beginning, up 
through the different gradations resulting in the Ameri- 
can nation of to-day. It is a kind of inherited privilege, 
but it has no legal standing. 

The Country Doctor seems to overlook the fact that, if 
the constitutional right to carry arms was vested in the 
people at large “to allow the people at all times to be 

repared to resist encroachments upon their liberties 
rom within more than from without,” the same freedom 
which gave them a means of resistance would give the 
within enemy the same free means of attack. 

That the founders of the Constitution had no thought 
of trouble so serious as to warrant a constitutional clause 
empowering every citizen to resist any law or force 
which he was pleased to interpret as an encroachment is 
amply proven by the fact that they based it all on prin- 
ciples for a republic. But whatever the form of govern- 
ment, there is always danger from foreign enemies. 

Therefore Article II.—A well-regulated militia being 
necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the 
people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed.” 
This right is qualified expressly by a military necessity. 
Also, “bear arms” is a military term, differing entirely 
from the common colloquial term, “carry arms.” If the 
Constitution intended that the pople should have the 
right to carry a gun and tote a pistol or a razor for 
pleasure or for hunting purposes, it undoubtedly would 
have said so; but as it is one of the first principles in 
these. matters that what is not given is withheld, each 
individual is necessarily restricted in his freedom con- 
cerning the tacking on of such personal legal idiosyn- 
crasies as he might hastily or maturely consider bene- 
ficial to himself or to the Constitution. 

In fact, the personal and special interpretation of the 
Constitution as exercised by individuals and classes has 
not been without a reference to arms. The moonshiner 
points grimly to the declaration “that all men are cre- 
ated free and equal,” and that he has a perfect right to 
utilize his own products as best suits his own will and 
interests. It is impossible to convince him that he is 
free and equal under restrictions which prevent him 
doing as he pleases with his own property, as did his 
forefathers who fought and bled for freedom. He fails 
to note that the real freedom is that only of the citizen, 
a member of the body politic, and not the unrestrained 
freedom of the individual. It is the national freedom 
which all can enjoy alike without harm to the others, 
the freedom which insures the greatest good to the 
greatest number. 

Some time in the near future I will touch upon the 
restrictive legislation which has already been recognized 
as a necessity in some different States concerning the 
carrying of arms, and I am quite sure that they will 
= ag even to a greater degree® The Country Doctor, 
both by their scope and severity of penalty for violations. 

THe MAN IN THE CLock Tower. 








Tue following story is told of two Presbyterian min- 
isters, one of whom, a Lowlander, was spending his\, 
midsummer holidays at the manse of his brother cleric,” 
in a picturesque spot in the- West Highlands. Both 
were enthusiastic anglers, and on the day following the 
visitor’s arrival—Sunday—the pair enjoyed a -delight- 
ful afternoon stroll after service. It was a glorious sum- 
mer day; the scenery was most beautiful, the numerous 
streams lively with trout, and the woods full of song- 
sters. “Man alive!” exclaimed the visitor enthusiasti- 
cally, as he turned to his friend, “d’ye no’ often feel 
tempted to tak’ an’ steal aff for a while’s fishin’ on sic 
a aay ee ae eer: Y na,” was the —e 
reply, “I never feel tempted, I just gang.”—Fishing 
Gazette (England). 


FOREST AND STREAM. 


Sea and River Sishing. 
District of Columbia Association. 


WasHIncrTon, Feb. 10.—Editor Forest and Stream: The 
Game and Fish Protective Association of the District of 
Columbia held its annual meeting at the W. L. I. Arm- 
ory, with a large attendance and the manifestation of 
much interest. Vice-President James L. Hood presided. 
Secretary-Treasurer Dr. W. P. Young presented his re- 
ports on the proceedings and administration of the 
finances-for the last year. We quote as showing the 
activity of the Association: 


On Feb. 8 a committee was appointed to prepare a bill for 
presentation to the Congress then in session. t the meetin 
on Feb. 15 Dr. Massamore, of the Maryland Society, represente 
that the bill before the West voune Legislature would be killed 
unless pressed. He was induced to give personal attention to 
this matter, and on March 26 made a formal report of his work 
with the Legislature of West Virginia. Armed with letters to 
the Governor of that State from Senators Gorman, Elkins and 
Faulkner, he met a cordial reception and promises of support. 
He found the bill slumberin ; he had it brought up; read twice; 
properly engrossed; passed both Houses and signed by the 
Governor. ut for his timely appearance and earnest efforts 
the matter would have gone over to the next bi-ennial session. 

e thanks of the committee were tendered the Doctor by Vice- 
President Hood in appre riate terms. 

At the meeting March 31 Mr. Richard Sylvester was made war- 
den of the Association. 

_On April 20 the eporetery received from Mr. Geo. L. Nicholson, 
General Manager of the C. & O. Canal, and a member of our ex- 
ecutive committee, a list of the names of sixty-nine of his em- 
ployees between this city and Cumberland whom he commended 
as deputy wardens. This list was sent to Dr. Massamore, at 
whose request they were commissioned. 

On May 19 Senator McMillan sent to the district commissioner 
for copies of the bills that we wished passed. 

On Oct. 29 the committee was advised that Mr. Jos. H. Hunter 

had turned over to the treasurer the sum of $91 received from the 
Evening Star for the purpose of seining the canal. The secretary- 
treasurer was instructed to ask the Fish Commissioner if it was 
his purpose to assist in seining the canal again during the en- 
suing season. 
_ At the meeting Nov. 9 a letter was read from Dr. Massamore 
in answer to an inquiry concerning outlines, the purport of 
which was that “there is no law against them, except that it is 
unlawful to catch bass, pickerel, etc., except with rod and line.” 
Capt. Brice, the Fish Commissioner, replying to the inquiry as 
to seining the canal, said that he considered the work of the 
greatest importance, and that if the Association would do what 
it can he would complete the work thoroughly. 

On Jan. 11 a committee of seven—Messrs. ue H. Gear, R. 
J. Bright, W. G. Sterett, John P. Miller, DeWitt Arnold, Chas. 
H, Laird and Richard Sy vester, the last named as chairman— 
was appointed to secure Congressional action on pending bills. 

On Jan. 26 Mr. Rudolph Kaufmann and another member se- 
cured the unanimous and cordial approval of the district com- 
missioners for an application to Congress for $1,000, to be ex- 
pended under the direction of the Commissioners of the District 
of Columbia in the enforcement of the game and fish laws. Gov. 
Gs W. Atkinson, of West Virginia, who was in this city a few 
weeks ago, expressed earnest interest in the matter of water pol- 
lution, and promised agtive aid in ones the legislation neces- 
sary to effect the absolute purity that must be secured. 

The work already accomplished by this Association has aroused 
interest in the adjoining States, and awakened the zeal of sports- 
men in distant places. The annual fee is small, and as more 
work is to be done every member should feel the obligation of 
securing at least one additional mem and of working with 
such earnestness for its success during the ensuing year that 
at its close this Association may be without peer among the 
game and fish societies throughout this country. 

Ww. Youns, Sec’y ex-officio of Ex. Com. 


The warden, Mr. Richard Sylvester, read a detailed 
report on the effective efforts made to secure new legis- 
lation and enforce the old. Henry Talbott made a re- 
port from the committee on river pollution, as follows: 


MR. TALBC TT, COMMITTEE ON RIVER POLLUTION, 
REPORTS. 


Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen of the Association: At the close 
of the last meeting a few weeks ago I was detailed as chairman 
of a committee on river pollution, with authority to fill a commit- 
tee of five. — 

The appoinment was something informal, but I accepted with 
alacrity, because next to feeding our bass this subject. I believe 
to be the most serious with which we have to contend. 

I did not appoint a committee because the subject was one on 
which there seemed little available information, at least I had little, 
and it seemed too a matter of some doubt as to what was required, 
whether a committee to besiege Congress, or the Legislatures 
of Virginia, West Virginia and Maryland, or simply a committee 
of investigation. ; 

There has not been a day passed since this honor was tendered 
that I have not given the subject some thought and some effort, 
and it agprere to me that for the present a “smelling committee” 
can be of most service. ; 

The Congressional field is already occupied with a more im 
posing demonstration than we are prepared to make. Its line of 
attack is much stronger than ours could be, based on the more 
effective arguments of sanitation and the threatened health of 
our Solons and the city. This of course deserves our immediate 
and hearty encouragement. If they succeed our work in this 
direction is done. If they fail, we can hardly hope unaided to 
accomplish much. , F 

enulecteres and their vested rights are so old, and fish pro- 
tection is so comparatively new, as with us, for example, that it 
will be no easy matter to secure any restrictive legislation that 
interferes with the bread and butter of the citizens of the States 
named, simply to enhance the sport of gentlemen of leisure here; 
for that is the light in which the engemnenia against us will be pre- 
sented, and these citizens will decline to be “butchered to make 
a Roman holiday.” : p 

I do not mean to despair of our being able to accomplish much 

ood, but only that for the sake of our fish we will not at once 
e able to secure legislation with urgency clauses to wipe out 
the pulp mills and tanneries and coal mines. : 

Even the United Kingdom with her centralized system, her 

eat body of hereditary sportsmen, her long efforts at protec 
tion, has been unable to perform the impossible, and her angling 
literature and health reports show pollution in plenty of her 
waters, and the same is true on the continent. 

Andrew Lang calls names and consigns to eternal perdition 
the authors of our troubles like this: 


- De’il tak’ the idle trading loon 
Wad gar the water ca’ his wheel, 
And sends his dyes and poisons down, 
By fair Tweed side at Ashiesteel. 


And Coleridge’s familiar lines will recur to you: 


The River Rhine, as is well known, 
Doth wash your city of Cologne, 

But tell m em yy ower divine 
Shall henceforth wash the River Rhine? 


A book might be easily compiled from angling and fisheries 
volumes alone, of allusions to this subject, and this brings me 
to my conception.of the field of this committee. 

First.—A preparation of the history of the havoc wrought and 
fisheries destroyed here and abroad by the discharge of deleterious 
substances into the waters. 

d.—A scientific research into the effects upon the food fish 
and fish food by the various refuse of mines and mills and tan- 
neries, and how far they may contaminate the waters, with espe- 
cial reference to the Potomac. _ 

Third.—A sketch of such legislation may have been attempted 
or realized in the direction of restriction abroad or in the States, 
with suggestions of what in reason we may be justified in at- 
tempting to secure. 

is is not so formidable an undertaking as it sounds, and 
would not prove so onerous in the aoqeenstes nor so b enoomie 
to you in the reporting as you may fear. ve already a 
to al fish commission in the country for what their erulofares 
may have done in this direction, and have received kind ses 
and documents from many. There has ‘as been’ no ie to 
these; they are still coming, and ides I had too much 
consideration for you to impose on you a burden for which you 
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have provided an executive committee. But with the information 
we can in this and other ways secure we may be armed to make 
effective warfare if it is considered reese or desirable. With- 
out it we will be firing blank cartridges or fishing without bait. 

Such a course too seemed due to the dignity of this organiza- 
tion, which I have a sincere hope to see | the world in its 
field. Located at the National ( ital, with the queen of bass 
streams at its doors, in easy touch with the world’s literature, 
and its sporting fraternity, and the men as, well from the whole 
country who represent its sentiment and shape its policy, we 
have advantages which no other of its kind can boast of, and it 
will be our own reproach if we ignore or neglect them. 

I am sorry if I have been tedious, but it seemed only duty to 
you as well as justice to myself that there should be an understand- 
ing as to what you desired. With your approval I will be glad to 
do what I can in the direction qunpeetele 

Goethe said long ago: “Give me a positive man, away with the 
man who has doubts, I have doubts enough of my own.” If 
you feel that mine is too pessimistic a view or involves too much 
oy I will be glad to he Pp some one else carry out your wishes. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing 
year: President, Capt. Robley D. Evans, U N.; 
Vice-President, James F. Hood; Secretary-Treasurer, 
Dr. William P. Young; Warden, Richard Sylvester; 
Executive Committee, Dr. Walter S. Harban, Rudolph 
Kaufmann, George L. Nicholson, Harrison Dingman, 
Charles H. Laird, F. B. Curtis, Gabriel Edmonston, F. 
B. Maguire, James M. Green, Cluskey Cromwell, J. De 
Witt Arnold, Henry Talbott, Isaac W. Sharpe, Joseph 
H. Hunter, Jesse Middleton. 

Dr. George W. Massamore, Secretary of the Maryland 
Game and Fish Protective Association, also a member 
of this one, made an address on the work of the sister 
organization in the field and legislation. 7 

Dr. T. S. Palmer, Ornithologist of the Agricultural 
Department, addressed the meeting on the subject of 
protection of game birds from an ornithologist’s stand- 
point. ’ 

Henry Talbott read a paper entitled “How the Po- 
tomac was Stocked with Bass.” It will be printed in the 
next issue of Forest AND STREAM as a chapter in the 
very entertaining series of Potomac angling chapters Mr. 
Talbott is contributing to this journal. CoLumMBIA. 


Green Turtle on the Florida Coast. 


BY R. M, MUNROE, 


{Read before the American Fisheries Congress at ‘l'ampa, Fla.) 

Earty travelers on the tropical coasts of America made 
much mention of the abundance of turtles to be seen in 
the waters at all times, and on the beaches in the spring 
season, engaged in laying their eggs. Just how many of 
these belong to the species Chelomia virides is mere con- 
jecture, for aside from the tables of the rich and the 
cabins of the mariner, to the latter of which it often came 
as a godsend in times of hunger and scurvy, it was com 
paratively unknown; and as other species were edible 
and somewhat similar in appearance, the old chroniclers 
put them all under the one head of turtle. As a matter 
of fact, the loggerhead (Thalassochelys caretta), common 
now on our coast, when not oversized, and properly 
dressed and cooked, is not to be despised by a man 
even not hungry, and so also is the hawkbill, from which 
comes the tortoise shell of commerce. 

With the advent of steam vessels, penetrating as they 
do the labyrinths of the West Indian Islands and adjacent 
coasts, enabling the perishable tropical products to be 
transported in safety, the green turtle has become a more 
common food and less of a luxury in our seaboard cities; 
and as most people take kindly to it, the demand has in 
creased with the usual result in connection with natural 
products—a growing scarcity and higher prices. 

Being, as it is, a nutritious delicacy, it is quite time 
that its habits, reproduction and methods of capture 
should be looked into before its enforced classification 
with the extinct reptiles; even if this should prove to 
be an event far distant, it might well be worth our time 
and attention to cheapen, by cultivation and protection, 
the present rather prohibitive price of a valuable food. 

As is the case with very much of marine life, the green 
turtle is but little known as to its habits. At most, we 
can principally state that its food is a marine grass grow 
ing on the bottoms of lagoons and bays more or less 
shallow; that it mates on this coast in the month of 
May or. thereabouts, the females with eggs, except in 
rare cases, at once disappearing from these waters and 
going no one knows where, until recently; but it is 
now reasonable to assert that their hatching grounds 
are in the beaches of various isolated islands off the 
Spanish Main and on the Bahama banks. How this 
migration is accomplished across the Gulf Stream cur. 
rent for hundreds of miles is past comprehension. As 
high as four batches of eggs, containing from 130 to 180 
each, are believed to be laid by-an individual during 
the months of June, July and August, and not repeated 
until an interval of one or two years has elapsed. 

Incubation takes from ten to twelve weeks. After 
hatching, the young that escape the gulls and other birds 
on the Ciccts, the fish and sharks, on entering the water 
again like their elders leave us with much thought as 
to where they pass the time until we occasionally see 
them in what is called the chicken stage of growth, so 
called from their resemblance to the flesh of the feathered 
barnyard favorite. 

The foregoing few items are about all that is known 
as to habits, but sufficient seems to be established to 
form a reasonable hypothesis that much might be done 
toward protecting the young, and possibly caring for 
them until of marketable size. 

At present the probabilities are that but an exceedingly 
small number survive the first week of existence, as 
low, maybe, as 2 to 3 per cent. To prevent this loss 
may or may not be an extremely simple problem, de- 
pending on whether turtles will mate and deposit esas 
in suitably inclosed feeding .grounds, or if the female 
alone in a condition to lay (these average about 23 per 
cent. of the catch in May and June on one reef at pres- 
ent) will carry out her maternal functions in captivity. 
If these two points are negative, then is it feasible to 
import eggs from the foreign depositories, considering 
the expense and possible complications as to ownership? 
And lastly, whether our supposed food areas would 
prove sufficient and suitable. e latter point, I think, 


can be favorably answered, as our lagoons have long 
been known as feeding places for the smaller sizes of 
turtles, and it is fair to suppose that the younger ones 
could find, in the same location, a diet congenial to them; 
therefore, if no serious obstacles were found in their 
production, the subsequent existence up to the age of 
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taking care of themselves seems assured, and at a trifling 
cost after once hatched. 

The statistics in regard to this branch of our fisheries 
are meager and of little value. The few at hand seem 
to show that the average catch of mature turtles along 
the reef by nets in the past twenty years appears to be 
but slightly diminished. When the fleet is augmented by 
boats and men, the catch per boat decreases, and vice 
versa; but it is very evident, from personal observation 
covering the same period, that our feeding grounds or 
inshore resorts for the smaller and more valuable sizes 
have become almost depleted, a result occasioned, ap- 
parently, not by excessive fishing, but more likely by 
the gradual capture of the females on the outer grounds, 
who occasionally depart from the instinct of going to 
foreign patts for incubation, and lay their eggs on home 
shores, as it is hardly possible that the young from the 
distant hatcheries across the Gulf Stream should find 
their way back until fully matured and able to cope with 
their natural enemies in transit. For verification of 
some mooted questions, and additional information on 
others, I am indebted to Mr. B. Vincent Archer, a life- 
long fisher and close observer of the green turtle in 
these waters. 


The Diamond-Back Terrapin. 


THE naturalists usually call our friend offering text for 
this paper Emys malacoclemmys palustris, meaning that 
he is a soft-shelled terrapin which affects living in 
marshes. The gourmet has translated the other name 
for him, Emys concentrica, into that toothsome phrase 
diamond-back terrapin, suggested by the ‘markings on 
the upper shell. 

How to cook him in the best way—best Maryland way, 
or in that other notable way, Philadelphia way—I shall 
later divulge. Just now I will point out three American 
species of the Emys malacoclemmys, or soft-shell terrapin; 
then show how to catch him; and then how to cook him. 
Anybody can then eat a dainty dish who will. 

Firstly. then, the three species of Emys malacoclemmys 
inhabiting the United States and South America, and 
perhaps Italy, where Lucien Bonaparte, Prince of 
Canino, may have succeeded in propagating them some 
thirty years ago, are the Malacoclemmys palustris, the 
Malacoclemmys geographica, and the Malacoclemmys lesueri. 
Of these the second and third are of slight edible value 
and are little used, But the first kind, the diamond- 
back, he is good to eat. 

His alveolar surface is broad and nearly flat, slightly 
concave, occupies most of the length of the upper jaw, 
wherein it differs from the jaws of the other American 
terrapin, and so largely explains the superiority of its 
flesh; which is to say it can and does live upon superior 
food. Our friend likes nice fresh fish, and crabs, and 
celery, and such like dainties as he can find by quick 
swimming or walking round about his dearly loved 
salt marshes, The others are not very particular, and 
even our friend’s first cousins, the Emys malacoclemmys 
geographica and the Emys malacoclemmys lesueri, are rather 
too careless and reptilian in their banqueting to commend 
their choice or to acquire a high gamy flavor. 

Something of the clean salt of the salt water our 
iriend loves, and of those salt marshes whence he sel- 
dom travels far, and in whose shallow, slightly water- 
covered mud he always hibernates a few inches from the 
surface, from middle autumn till middle spring, enter into 
him. : 

Round about such localities from Nantucket and New 
Bedford, Mass., to far away Texas is he found by ter- 
rapin hunters, but chiefly and in greater perfection in 
the beautiful Chesapeake Bay and in the Carolina 
sounds. 

Diamond-back terrapins were once very numerous, 
but alas! pot-hunters have slain their thousands and tens 
of thousands, Unless the law shall soon enter and save 
the places that knew them shall soon know them no 
more. Bare will be the bars and flats or old logs on 
which in’ great numbers on bright days they used to 
sun themgelves, and empty of them will be the waters 
whose surface their heads closely dotted, while they 
breathed quietly, easily afloat, for our terrapin’s specific 
gravity is almost-precisely that of water, and one more 
complaint will be added to the grievances of many “old 
boys” who have been known to sit sunning themselves 
in club windows, the while remarking, ‘““That monstrous 
little rain water Madeira remains.” 

Now the diamond-back varies much in external ap- 
pearance, The females are largest, much more delicate 
in flavor, and their eggs are—shall we say—delicious. 
Such a terrapin is naturally much the costliest. A ter- 
rapin 6in. long on the under shell is called a “count,” 
a female less than sin. long similarly measured is a 
“heifer,” and such another male is a little “bull.” Some- 
times terrapins grow to be toin. long. Ordinarily they 
weigh about lbs. to the inch length. It seems to be 
conceded that the terrapin first lays eggs when about 
six years old. Seeking in spring a sunny sandy spot, 
referably very near the water, and scratching a shallow 
hole with her hindlegs, she deposits five to seven eggs, 
which she carefully covers over, patting the sand smooth 
and firm above them. The warm sun must do the rest. 
And before the heat of summer is over the little terrapin 
about an inch in conan has been evolved, the round, 
yellowish white “ne Sosentine with his length. With 
his horny ‘snout breaks loose the oe. sin within 
which for, say, eight weeks he has found his food. He 
and his little “bull” brothers and “heifer” sisters now 
generally wait beneath their sheltering sand covering, 
which has grown more convex and loose with their wax- 
ing size, until a wave shall come and uncover them, 
when, like Pars men, full armed, they spring to sight 
and toward the water—and the gourmet’s plate. ut 
with no haste do they fall into either. Sometimes it 
is several days before these youngsters swim into the 
water, and as their normal growth is an inch each year 
it should be four full years at least before any of them 
die for another’s good. However, there are stories of 
very much quicker forced growth. One experimenter 
specifically informed me that taking a terrapin just 
hatched in.early spring he placed it in a salt-water = 
just outside his kitchen window, whence scraps of fish, 
crabs, or any meat or vegetables the cook discarded 
were flung to it. Within a year the terrapin had grown 
to a greater length than 7in.! This is coming it strong, 





yet I state but the facts as told me. But I must be per- 
mitted to state my great regret that a letter seeking 
written confirmation of this sea tale has failed of answer 
from my informant, Captain Lewis, of Lewisetta, Va. 

To catch the terrapin there are many ways and very 
many men, women and boys. For instance, there is 
the hunter and his dog. They patrol the marsh beach 
at low tide during the laying season and trail the terra- 
pin to her nest. Then during the winter time sharp 
eyes discern beneath the shallow water the little mound 
above the hibernating animal, and lo! another benumbed 
terrapin, caught by oyster tongs or what you will, shall 
come to town. During the summer days the dip net may 
catch the terrapin, inquisitive, though timid, who, hear- 
ing knocking on a boat above him, rises to “inquire,” 
while the same game is played on him by torchlight by 
night, and he is crowded in to join the procession 
toward an early grave. But all these methods are child’s 
play compared with those fateful ones of dredging, or 
of netting in one of its two great methods. To save for 
the last the worst, consider now the two chief ways of 
netting. Driving down a stake, to which one end of 
a long net is tied, the other end of the net weighted 
on its lower side is drawn circularly and in narrowing cir- 
cles by a boat through the water above a favorite terrapin 
liar, whose denizens have been called by knocking “to 
look out for themselves.” They do. The net draws 
regularly inward to a finish, and the terrapin are gath- 
ered to the fathers “at the club.” 

The remaining fateful form of net is known as the 
“trap.” It is about 4ft. long and has four or five hoops, 
some 3ft. in diameter and rather close together. Of 
course the hoops support a net having funnel-like nets 
leading into it at both ends. Bait is hung in the center. 
Once entered, the terrapin remains, often in company 
with fifteen or twenty others, to see how somebody likes 
him. If this trap has not been so hung upon a pole 
as to keep its top above water the terrapin will drown, 
for he must often poke his nostrils into the air for 
breath. A slit in the trap side is our terrapin’s exit 
toward clubland. Now all this last is summer work. 

The drag, the fateful drag, does awful execution in 
winter. Invented in 1845 by Mr. William Midgett, of 
Roanoke Island, to supply his personal use, it has be- 
come the chief supplier of the market. This fell instru- 
ment closely resembles the ordinary oyster dredge. The 
upper bar is of wood, and the lower bar, of iron, has 
teeth which are jin. long and 2in. apart. The bars 
themselves, which are held parallel, are 3 or 4ft. long, 
and at the ends are separated by two loops about r4in. 
in diameter. The bag is 4ft. long. A sailboat will in 
winter pull one of these drags on either of its sides and 
back of it over the hibernating grounds of the terrapin. 
The gathered mud runs through the meshes of the bag. 
The terrapins remain just as safe from the catcher’s stand- 
point as the written word. Of course the pitch of the 
drag is regulated by the position of the lines fastened 
to the two rings, and equally of course the drags can 
only be used in cold weather when the terrapin are 
chilled, under penalty otherwise of having these smart 
swimmers escape. 

Beneath such manifold pursuit, urged on by payment 
of eightv. ninety, nay, even a hundred dollars per dozen 
for “counts,” as contrasted with one-third those sums 
even so recently as fifteen years ago, is it any wonder 
that the diamond-back terrapin is fast disappearing? 
Various methods for saving him from extinction and 
for ourselves have been tried. A notable one is the ter- 
rapin farm. This is nothing less than a terrapin-tight 
inclosure, allowing the salt water ingress to such marsh- 
land and sandbar as best represents his feeding and 
nesting grounds, But terrapins will not thrive under 
such conditions; so say private experimenters, and so 
the United States Fish Commissioners inform me. A 
proper supply of food may be Jacking, despite what 
nature and an artificial ration of crushed crab and fish 
there present, or it may be that such a large propor- 
tion of the young terrapins have their heads or legs 
bitten off by the old ones—and such is beyond doubt 
the fate of many—that the experiment fails. Another 
certain cause of loss, say to the extent of 50 per cent., 
is death by gangrene, coming from bruises, incurred by 
many of the old terrapins bought for stock purposes 
from seiners or tongers who have kept them carelessl 
on the hard ground beneath some box or in a pen til 
their crawling about has bruised their feet. A terrapin 
once thus bruised dies inevitably from gangrene. 

Protection by form of law is the other great effort to 
protect terrapin. As chairman of the special committee 
on terrapin of the Maryland Game and Fish Protective 
Association, I have been obliged to look into the effi- 
ciency of the Maryland State laws on this subject. In 
the main they are good, but they are irregular and they 
are not enforced. 

Using them as a type they should provide: 

1. A fine of $10, half to the informer, for every ter- 
rapin found in possession: from April 1 to Nov. 1. 

2. Ten dollars fine for offering to sell at any time ter- 
rapins less than sin. long on the under shell. 

None but residents of a specific county should be 
allowed to catch terrapins in its waters under penalty 
of violating the law of trespass and of paying any fine 
incident to breaking sections 1 and 2 above. 

The enforcement of these simple laws would break up 
“pounding” (i. ¢., massing terrapins in a salt-water cor- 
ral), which keeps the large terrapins from laying, prevents 
the growth of little bulls or of little heifers and their 
breeding by ee them before maturity, prevents 
the growth of many hittle terrapins by exposing them 
to the murderous bites of the larger ones, and finally 
offers a reward for catching terrapins in illegal periods, 
As to this last, consider that if there be no receivers 
there will be much smaller incentive to poach upon the 
uublic. 
re Despite the enacted Maryland fines against having ter- 
rapins in possession, say, during the summer months, the 
pounding system exists in this State, and to such an 
extent that such an authority as the Standard Dictionary 
says “they (terrapins) are mostly caught in the summer 
and pent up in yards or corrals to be reserved for the 
winter months.” ; 

Terrapins bought from these pounds are always thin 
and so less toothsome; they have partially starved and 
so have suffered. : 

Now to redeem my promise as to style of terrapin 
cooking: 
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The approved Maryland style of cooking is as fol 
lows: Throw the live terrapin into tepid water, when the 
skin can be rubbed off with the finger remove the claw 
nails, and then briefly re-immerse in the same water until 
the shell cracks, finally remove them from the water, 
cut away the under shell and remove the gall bladder 
and the head, pull the terrapin to pieces: with a fork, 
put in the eggs, and it is ready for cooking in a chafing 
dish. Upon the meat in the chafing dish in operation 
put a quantity of the best butter, and optionally a littie 
milk or cream if it is desired to moderate the richness, 
add a proper quantity of black pepper and salt, allow to 
stew, stirring as necessary, and there you are! 

Wine is better from a wine glass than from a dish, 
and flour helps make better paste than stew. 

The Philadelphia style is as above, with the addition 
of eggs, cream, flour, spices and wine. From all which 
may Epicurus deliver us. This I say boldly, though 
aware that Baltimore, the boasted terrapin town, uses 
only one-half so many terrapins as despised Philadelphia. 
But right is not, nor ever was, nor ever will be surely 
a matter of numbers. 

Before concluding I may be permitted to say a word 
as to the substitute for the diamond-back. On the 
Pacific coast and now here, imported thence, and from 
the midcontinent rivers and ponds to some extent, a 
fresh-water tortoise called Chelapus marmoratus is used, 
but it is a comparative failure, as lacking the right ter- 
rapin’s gamy salt flavor. All conditions favor the in- 
troduction of our diamond-back along our middle Pa- 
cific coast, especially along the marshes about San Fran- 
cisco. Why is it not accomplished? 

But the greatest, and an awful substitute for the dia- 
mond-back is the slippery slider or Pseudemys rugosa. 
He is red-bellied and wrinkled, as his name implies, and 
may we soon see the last of him, but we won't. — It 
seems to me cooking this slider with saffron would 
vastly improve him. Certainly horse flesh so cooked 
becomes much less greasy tasting, At any rate you can- 
not spoil slider by any process of cooking, 

The terrapin, the oyster, and our fishes and birds are 
quickly being exterminated. To increase the supply of 
them, that the pleasures of seeing, pursuing, tasting and 
eating them may be more generously accomplished, is 
the object I seek to help by this paper on one branch 
of the subject. 

As for my single self, who can find sufficient gusta- 
tory pleasure and strength in viands simple, as bread 
and milk, and to whom the rich gravy of “terrapin 
stew” is somewhat displeasing, I must acknowledge 
that with me, according inferior rating to this superla 
tively vaunted plate, the ‘gourmets do not all agree, 
though their dishes do.: De Courcy W. THom. 

Bautimore, Md. 


The Massachusetts Association. 


Boston, Feb. 9.—Editor Forest and Stream: The event 
of the year, the annual banquet of the Massachusetts Fish 
and Game Protective Association, came off at the Copley 
Square Hotel on Tuesday evening, and like its prede- 
cessors it was a most enjoyable affair. From.a variety 
of causes there was an absence of some familiar faces. 
Col. Rockwell, the president, was unavoidably absent on 
account of the death of a relative; Dr. Heber Bishop is 
in the Maine woods seeking live game for the Sports- 
men’s Exposition to be held here next month, and Gov. 
Wolcott, who expected to be present, was obliged to send 
his regrets. This was a disappointment to all present, 
as the genial Governor takes a great interest in all- mat- 
ters for which the Association stands. At 6:30 the com- 
pany, to the number of 130, proceeded to the tables, the 
guests being Col. H. A. Thomas, Rev, E. A. Horton, 
H. A. Stevenson, of Pittsfield, a member of the Legisla- 
ture; Hon. L. T. Carleton, of Maine; Rev. J. C. 
Jaynes, of Newton, and Antonio Apache. There were 
also present William Alny, T. Brewer, Loring 
Crocker, Luther Little, William R. Sears, Stanley Smith, 
George O. Sears, H. W. Abbott, P. W. Scudder, W. 
H. Allen, Dr. G. G. Sears, Dr. Robert M. Read, Judge 
J. S. G. Cobb, of Providence; John A, Morse, of Co- 
tint; Fred H. Talcott, Dr. H. W. Blair, Henry F. Col- 
burn, William K. Churchill, Lewis C. Marshall, Hon. 
Robert S. Gray, J. A. Victorson, Nelson L. Martin, Dr. 
A. R. Brown, Dr. J. N. Ball, George H. Moore, Warren 
Hapgood, B. N. Howe, Joshua S, Duncklee, A. 5. 
Adams, Sumner A. Gould, Edward E. Small, H. F. 
Morse, Dr. E. W. Branigan, Dr. William D. Ferguson, 
George H. Bartlett, Charles H. Cole, George M. Parker, 
James L. Wesson, C. W. West, Charles Butcher, Horace 
Litchfield, Hon. George W. Wiggin, William H. Sweatt, 
Hon. John G. Ray, S. W. Rich, William B. Bacon, John 
N. Roberts, Judge S. A. Bolster, A. D. Thayer, Myron 
W. Whitney, Arthur W. Robinson, een Megantic 
Club; Dr. pone T. Stetson, Frank C. Brownell, W. L. 
Mercer, William J. Newman, Benjamin F. Stevens, J. 
W. Wildman, H. S. Garfield, dj Franklin Wight, A. C. 
Risteen, Thomas Dickson, Charles W. Spear, C. J. 
Woodbury, Walter M. Brackett, E. A. Samuels, Joseph 
W. Smith, Henry Allen, Henry N. Sawyer, William F. 
Smart, Henry Briest, John E. Hull, I. W. Adams, Wil- 
liam C. Prescott, Charles Stewart, Thomas H. Hall. 

Ex-President B. C. Clark, in the absence of Col. 
Rockwell, occupied the chair, and in his usual hearty, 
breezy manner kept things going at a lively rate, In 
opening the speechmaking he called attention to thr 
recent eo of the State Fish Commission, especially 
in the falling off in the lobster fishery. This was a most 
important matter, and one demanding the utmost vigi- 
lance on the part of the Association. Reference wa. 
next made to the wanton destruction of plumage birds 
for millinery pe oses. He quoted from a recent maga: 
zine article of Miss Hooper that sentithent was one of 
the grandest things in the world, and said that in neo 
lace was sentiment such a force as in such ¢ 
ody as this, one of whose chief aims was in 
preserving the bounty of nature. This was a 
object and one that demanded and should receive out 
best thought and attention. Before proceeding to intro- 
duce the regular speakers Mr, Clark read a few letters 
one from ex-President Cleveland regretting his inabili 
to accept the committee’s invitation to be present a 
expressing his commendation of the objects of the As 
sociation; another from Rev. W. H. H. Murray, whox 
hearty words plainly showed that he has not forgottea 
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the pleasures and good fellowship of the woods and 
streams. The Rev. J. C. Jaynes, of Newton, was next 
introduced, and the company soon found that here was 
a member of the cloth who knew the forests and the 
Jakes, and how to get into close touch with his fellow- 
sportsmen; for wit and story and sentiment and sound 
practical sense it was a speech to be remembered, and 
when he said that from his own experience he had found 
that when a clergyman went into the woods he should 
take a layman along with him to do the talking (on par- 
ticular and special occasions), not one of his hearers 
failed to catch his meaning. Representative Stevenson, 
of Pittsfield, a member of the committee on fish and 
game, responded for the State. He believed the mem- 
bers of the Legislature were more in accord with the 
objects of the Association than was generally sup- 
posed. To be sure, there had been difficulty in pro- 
curing proper legislation for the better protection of fish 
and game, but it was due in a considerable measure to 
the wide divergence of views of the sportsmen them- 
selves. Col. Thomas, postmaster, and Rev, FE. A. Hor- 
ton, always welcome guests, made happy speeches, and 
Hon. L. T. Carleton, chairman of the Maine Commis- 
sion, made a strong and earnest appeal on behalf of 
fish and game protection. He said that despite the fact 
that 10,000 deer, 250 caribou, 250 moose, 150 bears and 
150 tons of trout and landlocked salmon were taken 
in Maine last year there will be a greater abundance 
this year than ever, with the possible excepion of moose. 
He said they were greatly hampered by the illegal ship- 
ment of fish and game to the Boston markets, and that 
it would greatly add to the game and fish preserves of 
Maine if it could be made illegal for citizens of Massa- 
‘chusetts to sell or expose for sale fish and game shipped 
from Maine. J. Russell Reed, Esq., counsel for the 
Association, enforced the position taken by Mr. Carle- 
ton, and said further that Massachusetts by putting a 
premium on the importation of game illegally shipped 
from other States ranked as the lowest of any State in 
the standard of game laws. Antonio Apache, a full- 
blooded Indian, educated at Harvard, briefly responded 
to a call. The chinks of the evening were filled in with 
songs by Myron W. Whitney, music by Daggett’s or- 
chestra, and more songs by a quartet led by W. C. 
Prescott. The whole affair was voted one of the most 
enjoyable ever held by the Association. 


. WILuiAM B. SMART. 





Lake Erie Fish Protection. 


Ow the 15th of this month there will be an important 
‘conference of the Governor, the fish and game commit- 
tees of the House and the Senate and the State Fish 


and Game Commission, to discuss the best measures 


for the protection of the great fishing industry of Lake 
Erie and its Waters. Several Toleao citizens have been 
invited to be present at this conference, ‘and the Com- 
mercial #® again requested to give its opinion as to what 
had best be done. Gov. Bushnell has expressed a com- 
mendable determination to do what he can for this great 
antefest, and he has given proof that he grasps the im- 
portance of the interests involved. After fourteen years 
wf close and thoroughly practical observation of the 
workings of all the laws that have been tried for the pro- 
‘tection of the fishing industries of ‘Lake Erie, we may 
have somewhat profited from the knowledge obtained. 
We have already said that the best thing to do was to 
protect the waters of Lake Erie wholly against nets 
for the next five years. This the people have the right to 
‘do, and this the courts will sustain them in doing, and 
this is te thing that can the most easily be done and 
the thitg from which the net fishermen would the most 
‘greatly profit in the long run. Afford such protection, 
and from all the waters of the upper northern lakes, 
where net fishing is permitted, the swarms of fish would 
come to the protected waters of Ohio, so that in less 
time than three years, we believe, the fish would be more 


abundant here than they ever were before, for it is a well- 


established fact that the fish desert the waters where 
the nets are numerous for the others free from these 
murderous devices. 

But if the Legislature cannot be convinced that this 
is the proper thing to do, then the next best policy is 
to place the waters of the State under the control of the 
Game and Fish Commission, with the power to make 
such regulations for their protection as are needed. Ohio 
has now the best game and fish commission it ever had, 
This body has shown an active and an intelligent inter- 
est in the protection of game and fish. In Lake Erie its 
powers have been so limited that it could do almost noth- 
ing, and here protection was the most needed. The pres- 
ent State fish and game warden has shown himself to be 
an able and an energetic official. Every fish that swims 
in the waters of Ohio belongs to the people of the State. 
That principle has been thoroughly established by. the 
decisions of all the courts, the Supreme Court of the 
United States included. The Legislature, as the agent 
of the people, has the right to do with the waters of the 
State whatever may seem best for the interests of the 
people. It should establish that the Commission was to 
permit no nets where the passage of the fish to their 
spawning grounds would be obstructed, ‘the chief object 
for some years being the propagation of fish ratherethan 
the creation of a revenue for the State. No net should 
be permiited to be placed in the water until a license 
of at least $50 was paid to the Commission. In this way 
all the expenses of the Commission could be paid from 
the first, and in time a splendid revenue would ge raised 
for the people. No net should be set until ‘a place was 
designated for it by the agents of the Commission. A 
salary should be paid to the Commission, for much of 
its time would necessarily be devoted to this work. No 
additional burden would be placed upon the people, for 
the receipts of the Commission would supply all needed 
funds. If this plan is not satisfactory, the Commercial 
will suggest some otlrer things that must be done. if this 
interest is saved for the people.—Toledo Commercial. 





The FoREST AND STREAM {8 put to press each week on 
Tuesday. Correspendence intended for publication 
should reach us at the latest by Mondey, and az much 
earlier as practicable. 





FOREST AND STREAM 


Salmon in the Hudson. 


Editor Forest and Stream: 

I have read with much interest Mr. A. N. Cheney’s 
valuable paper on the Hudson River salmon plant, which 
was read at Tampa, Fla., and appeared the same week in 
your columns, But there is an omission which, I sub- 
mit, ought to be supplied as showing some credit due 
to the Forest AND STREAM and its former editor for 
putting the initial stocking movement on foot. If you 
will refer to your files of 1873 you will find the letter of 
Prof. Baird which is embodied in the excerpt from the 
Brooklyn Union, which I herewith inclose for publica- 
tion, if it pleases you to give it space. 

.HARLES HALLOCK. 


Salmon in the Hudson.—Through the efforts of Mr. 
Charles Hallock, the editor of the Forest AND STREAM, 
the Hudson River is soon to be stocked with salmon. 
The series of articles published by Mr. Hallock having 
called the attention of the United States Fishery Com- 
mission to the subject, that gentleman has received the 
following. letter, to the effect that his request will be 
attended to: 

“United States Commission Fish and Fisheries, Wash- 
ington, Nov. 11, 1873.—Charles Hallock, Esq.—Dear Sir: 
I am perfectly willing to place a good lot of Sacramento 
salmon in the Hudson River. Seth Green has 250,000, 
and I will request him to i of a portion for that 
purpose subject to your direction. Very truly yours, 

“Spencer F. Barrp, Commissioner.” 

This will be gratifying news to our New York sports- 
men of the angle, and they owe Mr. Hallock thanks for 
his efforts to restore the game fish to the waters of the 
Hudson, where they once abounded.—Brooklyn Union. 








Wheeling. 


The Wheel and the Rod. 


Morristown, N. J.—Having read of fishing trips on 
a bicyclé, I am prompted to tell of my experience for the 
past two years on the silent steed, with rod, reel and 
landing net firmly fastened in under the seat. When the 
night before a fishing day comes I begin to prepare for 





the to-morrow, get out my: bike, clean and oil, strap on - 


my fishing tackle, get things handy in the kitchen, so as 
to be able to prepare a breakfast without arousing the 
neighborhood, set the alarm clock at 3:30 and then turn 
in. 

Tip—bang! goes the alarm, and by 4 o'clock I am 
on my way. I have fine macadam roads for the first 
thrée miles, and then a hill of a mile, very steep in some 
parts. I wore out two pairs of shoe soles trying to 
keep the wheel under control on this part of the journey 
last summer. 

But what sport awaits you when the lake is reached! 
I cannot describe the feeling as you joint your rod and 
attach the reel, fix up line and leader, and fish around 
in the bait box for the largest shiner, or one that just 
suits your fancy, you wondering all the time what large 
bass is waiting to pounce upon it. You get started, and 
with 30 or 4oft. of line trailing behind the boat, troll 
slowly up the lake. All at once down goes one of the 
corks, and the line begins to move off sideways; up 
comes the cork, jumping and bobbing around. Surely 
the bass is having a good time.with that bait. Down he 
goes again, and the old reel begins to make music. Let 
him go a little further, then we gave him the hook. Now 
the fun has begun. Now we reel him in slowly, and 
have him within a few feet of the boat, when away he 
goes again with a rush. But finally we have him along- 
side the boat, and scoop the net in under, and he is 
flopping on the bottom—as fine a bass as any one cares 
to be seen with. And so it goes until we have seven or 
eight beauties. 

Looking down toward the landing, I see old man K—- 
just getting ready to start up the lake. He is a regular 
visitor to the lake, and always complaining and finding 
fault With the man that has the bait. You give him all 
the big shiners or sort out all the red fins for him. He 
very seldom catches any bass, but can catch any number 
of small pickerel. I seldom catch any pickerel, but al- 
most always catch a nice lot of bass. He cannot see 
how it is. If he would stop to think he would see very 
soon how it is that he catches pickerel while I catch 
bass. The bottom and sides of the lake are covered 
with a growth of weeds. I do not know what kind they 
are, but in some times of the year they are within 3ft. 
of the surface of the water. He never uses a cork, and 
his bait goes scratching along, and when he reels in you 
cannot see his bait for the weeds that are fastened on the 
hook. For catching pickerel your bait should be down 
in the weeds, but for bass you want the bait up near the 
surface; at least I find it so in this lake. I use a cork 
attached about 4ft. from the bait, and have a very small 
sinker about ift. from the hook. I only missed three 
trips last summer that I did not catch a mess of bass, 
and went almost every week. Very often I would have 
enough for two or three of my friends’ wants. 

It is surprising what an amount of luggage one can 
carry on a bicycle. I have had strapped on my wheel 
two fishing rods, a box with two reels, lines and a lot of 
artificial bait, nine bass that weighed 16%lbs., a light 
overcoat, landing net and a big bunch of water lilies. 
Talk about your floral parades—they were not in it 
with that wheel. It could be tracked from the lake right 
to our back gate—a regular trail of lilies, 

A FisHer witu A Cork. 





Take inventory of the good things in this issue of 
Forest and Stream. Recall what a fund was given 
last week. Count on what is to come next week. 
Was there ever in all the world a more abundant 
weekly store of sportsmen’s reading? 


[Frs. 10, 1808. 


Che Rennel. 


Fixtures. 


BENCH SHOWS. 


Feb. 21.—Westminster Kennel Club's twenty-second annual show, 
New York. G. de F. Grant, Sec’y. 

March 1.—Baltimore Kennel Association's third annual show 
Baltimore. W, P. Riggs, Sec’y. 

March 8.—Northwestern. Kennel Club’s dog show, St. Paul, 
Minn. C, E. N. Howard, Sec’y, St. Paul, Minn. 

March 15.—Kansas City Kennel Club’s second annual show, 
Kansas City, Mo. A. E. Ashbrook, Sec’y. 


A Raccoon Hunt in Marvland. 


Editor Forest and Stream: 

Along in the middle of November, when the leaves 
have all fallen from the trees, and the landscape is all 
bedecked by a feathery bed of the same, the bate trees 
making the forest look bare and desolate, the sport of 
raccoon hunting is in its height in Maryland. 

The sport of coon hunting, as it is commonly knoWn 
in Matyland, dates back to colonial times, and the cus- 
tom, or the art (for certainly it has been brought to 
an art by those who indulge in it), has been handed 
down from generation to generation with a persistency 
that, if it were not-for the fact that many parts of the 
State offer such good refuge to the animal, it would 
long ago have become exterminated, 

The raccoon hunt is nearly always carried on with a 
campaign of frolic and hard cider, and here, as in poli- 
tics, all men meet on common ground. 

In the first place, it is necessary to have dogs which 
are trained in this particular line. Without them the 
attempt to discover a raccoon would -turn out to be.a 
fruitless piece of business. 

The night is the time in which this sport is carried on, 
and many a mile is tramped over, through timber, brush, 
evergreen, and across creeks and rivers, in following the 
lead of the dogs, until the raccoon is finally treed. 

A few years ago John Dickson, Fred Rainer, William 
Cross and myself, with two colored men by the names of 
John Jackson and Scott Johnson, indulged in one’ of 
those delightful frolics in the southeastern part of How- 
ard county, along the Patuxent River. On a cloudless 
Saturday evening, having laid aside our cares and labor 
for the week, and the weather being superb and bracing, 
we arranged all the preliminaries, and when the shadow 
of night commenced to appear on the eastern horizon 
we, with four good trained dogs and a goodly supply 
of refreshments, which included a jug of cider, started 
for the forest near the cornfields along the river hills. 

Of course we had prepared for a delightful time, and 
possibly for some raccoon. The colored men each car- 
ried an axe, the main instrument and weapon in a suc- 
cessful campaign against the raccoon. 

We tramped several miles along the hills, crossing 
several small patches of cornfields, when at once we 
heard the familiar yep, yep, yep, and we knew that the 
dogs had struck a trail. 

Now the real fun in a hunt of this kind actually com- 
mences, All discipline is lost or laid aside. Away we 
went, in a full. trot, every man for himself the best he 
could, and in such a manner as is only known to rac- 
coon hunters, John Jackson leading, Scott Johnson next, 
and then the rest of us bringing up the rear. 

Whatever may be said regarding darkies’ inactivity 
and sluggishness in the performance of labor, this re- 
proach all very suddenly is forceless when that “yep” 
of the raccoon ferrier is heard by them, and they scent 
the flavor of fresh raccoon broth. It may be said with 
absolute truth that there is only one thing in the whole 
wide world which can awaken a darky’s latent physical 
energy and ambition quicker than the possibility of get- 
ting a fresh raccoon stew, and that is a good, big, fat 
opossum; and no theme or subject is gone over by 
them at their rallies and gatherings with the same zest 
and spirit as the relating of the stories of the coon hunts. 

Well, the dogs were getting hot on the trail of the 
raccoon; this we could tell by their yelps, and the two 
darkies were not far behind in the race, and every little 
while could be heard these ejaculations: “They am gwine 
to tree him, sho’!” And sure enough they did. 

This was some three and a half miles from where we 
first started, and in a dense oak forest the raccoon had 
found a hollow oak, and when the dogs were pressing 
him he took refuge in this hollow tree. 

Soon the yells of the two darkies informed us that 
they were there and had commenced operations to bring 
down the tree. That is what the two axes were for, and 
without them this raccoon would have been perfectly 
safe. When we arrived at the tree Jackson and Johnsan 
had about half of it cut, and we relieved them while they 
took a pull at the jug. 

I corralled the dogs and took them to a safe distance 
from the tree, while the darkies continued the labor of 
chopping it down. When it finally fell I turned the dogs 
loose, and.of course, as is always the case if the-rac- 
coon is not mortally wounded by the falling of the tree, 
he comes out and tries to escape. This time he came 
out and undertook to get away, but one of the dogs 
nabbed him, and soon the other dogs were there to 
assist; and then the tussle began. In such cases a 
shotgun is of no value, for just as likely as not one of 
the dogs might be hit instead of the raccoon. Rainer, 
however, had had experience in the business, and he 
watched the fight until an opportune time presented 
itself, and with a club dealt the animal a blow on the 
head which laid it out. The finishing work was then 
accomplished with a hunting knife. After all these ex- 
citing scenes the ubiquitous jug was passed around, as 
each told his story how the fight appeared to him; how 
Spike grabbed him by the neck; how Count got him 
in the flank, and how Major threw him, and so.on. The 
dogs were also petted for their brave work. 

After partaking of more refreshments we again started 
the dogs off. Jackson took possession of the game, and 
we trudged along about three-fourths of a mile on the 
edge of a corehend, when the dogs were again successful 
in striking a trail, and away they went, darkies and 
dogs, helter skelter, through woods, across plowed land, 
over rocks and boulders, in hot pursuit of the game. 
Jackson was encumbered somewhat with the game he 
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was packing along, but this did not seem to prevent him 
from keeping pretty near the dogs. 

The dogs followed this trail for about a half an hour, 
and then lost it; they were not successful in recovering 
it again. The midnight hour was by this time approach- 
ing, but a real raccoon hunter never goes home “until 
daylight does appear;” and so, after another successful 
nip at the jug all around, we started the dogs out for 
the third time. Here Johnson took the burden of lug- 
ging the game, and we traveled along slowly for at least 
two hours, making a sort of circuitous route so as not 
to get too far from our starting point. Finally the dogs 
again found a trail, and for the third time they and the 
darkies scampered off together after a raccoon. 





My companions and myself were not quite so sprightly 
and gay as we were when the dogs got on the trail of the 
first raccoon, but notwithstanding we managed. to get 
up a respectable gait. On, on we went, and it seemed 
as though that raccoon might give the dogs a chase 
until morning, when it would be time for us to retire 
to our beds C a little sleep before old Phaebus would 
cast his searching eyes over the horizon. Now through 
a brier patch and then through a cornfield, and finally 
into the timber. Again we could tell that the dogs were 
closing in on the raccoon and that he would soon have 
to find a tree or else the dogs would get him. On they 
went for ten or fifteen minutes more, and then we could 
tell that the raccoon was treed. 

A little later on we heatd Johnson’s voice calling to 
us: “Cum on, cum on! he’s up a tree, sho’!” Then came 
the same process that we went through before. The tree 
had to be felled, and then chance given to the dogs to 

et the animal after the tree is down; in this, however, 
the dome hardly ever fail. After the tree had been cut 
down the raccoon did not appear, as is generally the 
case, but stayed in the hollow of the tree. He was soon 
compelled to give up his fort, though, on account of a 
stick Johnson had run up in the hollow of the tree, and 
with which he was dextetously battering him. When he 
did appear on the scene one of the dogs caught him 
by the shank and Jackson had the honor of killing him, 
whith gave him the advantage over his partner in the 
point of telling the story in some of their future gather- 
ings. 


By this time our refreshments were beginning to give 
out, as well as ourselves physically, and we concluded 
that two raccoons in one ieee was not so bad after all. 
But not knowing what might happen, we kept the dogs 
out while we made our way toward home. 

It was now 4 A. M., and we all agreed on our home- 
ward march that our hunt was a complete success. Jack- 
son had one of the raccoons and Johnson the other, 
and I the empty jug. When within a mile or so from 
home the dogs took after something and soon treed it. 
The two negroes took out after the dogs, shouting: 
“Possum! possum! sho’ as use alife!” The small tree 
the supposed opossum had gone into was soon reached by 
the two darkies, and they undertook to shake it down, 
but it would not shake; so Johnson climbed up and 
caught the animal, and any one can imagine the disgust 
of the two darkies on being sold with a big, frisky old 
tumeat. 

Well, we rolled on, and a happier and more cheerful 
lot of fellows than we never were found anywhere. The 
two darkies sang: “Dar is a coon ober dar, dar is a coon 
ober dar, and we jes’ slip ober and git dat coon ober 
dar.” In this sone we all joined, and when home was 
reached we at once retired; and when old Phoebus cast 
his casual glances around the next morning he failed to 
discover us, for we were still enjoying ourselves in 
slumber—sweet sleep! 





Now a word in regard to our game: 

The. raccoon belongs to the family Procyonidae and 
genus Procyon. The animal is so called from its habit 
of dipping its food in the water as if: washing it before 
it eats. It is 2ft. long, with a stout body, short limbs. 
pointed ears, broad face, sharp snout, a bushy, ringed 
tail, of a general grayish coloration, and feeds on fruits 
and vegetables as well as animal substances. Its flesh 
is eatable, and is greatly relished by thé colored popu- 
lation of the South. The hide is used for fur caps and 
fur overcoats. 

It was near the noon hour when we awoke from our 
slumbers and dreams of raccoon. We then proceeded 
to divide the spoils of the night’s sport, Jackson and 
Johnson each getting a half a coon and the balance being 
divided among us four, and then each man departed for 
his own habitation; but before parting all agreed that 
we would try it again soon, as these raccoon hunts seem 
to be quite the proper thing. M. W. Srrouse. 





American Spaniel Club. 


At a meeting of the executive committee of the Ameri- 
can Spaniel Club held on Feb. 5, 1898, Messrs. E. H. 
Oldham, R. P. Keasbey, S. J. Bradbury, H. K. Blood- 
good and Marcel A. Viti being present, it was decided 
to hold the annual meeting on Feb. 22, 1898, at 4 P. M.., 
at Madison Square Garden. 

The club’s annual dinner will be held upon the same 
date, at“8 P. M:, at Zangheri’s, No. 17 East Twenty- 
second street, New York. Tickets for the same may 
be procured from members of the committee. 

he third annual sweepstakes will be judged at the 
New York show. In addition to the cash added to each 
stake by the club, the president offers silver medals to 
the winners. 

During the fiscal year last past the leading bench 
shows conformed to the club’s requirements by adopt- 
ing one of its classifications and requesting a club judge 
to officiate. New York, Chicago, St. Louis, Baltimore 
and Toronto, 1897, adopted Classification No. 1 and 
adopted additional classes; Boston, 1898, adopted Clas- 
sification No. 1, and_ Pittsburg and Brooklyn, 1897, 
adopted Classification No. 2. 

Fifty-eight special prizes were offered by the club for 
spaniels. This number includes the following cash spe- 
cials. New York, $20; Chicago, $20; St. Louis, $20; 
Pittsburg, $15; Baltimore, $20; Toronto, $20; Brooklyn, 
$15; Boston, $20. : 

uring the year the total entries of spaniels at the 
shows amounted to over 800. 
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Pacific Coast Field Trials. 


THE fifteenth annual meeting of the Pacific Coast Field 
Trials Club was held at Bakersfield. The trials began 
on Jan. 24 and ended on Jan. 27. Mr. Arthur Merriman, 
of Memphis, and Judge C. N. Post, of Sacramento, Cal., 
assumed the judicial duties. There were eight entries 
in the Derby. Judging from the report in Field Sports, 
the competition was feeble and low in grade. The win- 
ners were, first, J. E. Lucas’s pointer dog Alex C. (Glen- 
beigh—Saddlebags); second, W. S. Tevis’ pointer dog 
Cuba of Kenwood (Glenbeigh, Jr.—Stella); third, 
Frank Maskey’s English setter bitch Lady Rod’s Chaff 
(Rod’s Chaff—Cresida). In this stake were four setters, 
one of which was Irish, and four pointers. Of the winner, 
the report says of his first work in the heat with Teal: 

“Alex ran into a bevy and flushed it, the birds going 
into good cover. Working the brace on to the scattered 
birds, many flushes were made which seemed inexcus- 
able, but scent might have been bad, as a north wind of 
some force was blowing. Alex made two points from 
which birds were raised, and five where no bird could 
be found. Alex showed considerable speed and at times 
fair range, making some good casts, but comes in to his 
handler too much, and has a very bad habit of stopping 
to point where there is no bird.” 

Lady Rod’s Chaff’s work was such as would have put 
her out of any stake in which there was competition 
worthy the name. In her first heat “Lady Rod’s Chaff 
ran into a bevy down wind, which flushed and settled in 
sage on a slight raise. The dogs were sent after them, 
where Lady made two points, nicely backed by Verona, 
but in both cases, before her handler reached her, Lady 
broke in, flushed in and chased. This was all the work 
done in the heat. Both bitches were fast and wide 
rangers, very stylish in their manner of hunting and 
pretty movers. Both made some nice and intelligent 
casts, and should make very classy workers when prop- 
erly broken. It was claimed that Verona was sick, which 
was probably so, for she showed no evidence of nose 
whatever.” 

In the second round in the heat between Lady Rod's 
Chaff and Alex C. “Lady was the first to find, but pur- 
sued the same tactics of the day before and flushed the 
bevy. A minute later she pointed an outlying single 
which had not gone with the bevy, and when it flushed 
she started to chase, Alex, working up on the bunch, 
made a number of points from which no bird gould 
be raised, and four to which he was steady to shot and 
wing. Both dogs backed well. Lady made altogether 
one bevy and three single points. Lady works’ with 
nice, high head, has good speed, covers her ground to 
good advantage, made no points from which birds were 
not raised, and has very good style both in motion, and 
on point. Only her flushing and chasing, which followed 
every point, lost her race.” 

In the final heat between Alex C. and Cuba of: Ken- 
wood, “some good and a good deal of bad work was 
done. Each got one good point and both back nicely, 
but Alex with his characteristic caution made three false 
points. In range they are about equal, but Alex is a 
trifle fast and puts more spirit into his work, shows better 
style.” a 

There were fifteen starters in the all-age stake. Dash 
Antonio and Valiente bolted the competition and out 
of the race. 

The winners were, first, E. V. Sullivan’s setter bitch 
Peach Mark (Mercury—Betsy Mark); second, W. S. 
Tevis’ pointer dog Cuba of Kenwood (Glenbeigh, Jr.— 
Stella); third, Mrs. Caesar Young's setter dog Luke 
(Toledo Blade—Cambriana). 

The Eastern importations were not largely in the win- 
ners’ places, which is as one should have anticipated, con- 
sidering the radical difference in the habits of Eastern 
and California birds, the difference in methods respect- 
ively, the differences of climate, ete. 

At the club meeting held on Jan. 25 the election of 
officers took place as follows: President, H. W. Keller; 
Vice-President, J. E. de Ruyter; Second Vice-President, 
W. S. Tevis; Secretary-Treasurer, J. M. Kilgarif; Ex- 
ecutive Committee, J. E. Terry, C. N. Post, J. H. Schu- 
macher, Andrew Jackson and William Schrieber. The 
third Monday in January, 1899, was fixed for the date 
of the next trials. 


Was it Rabies? 


Editor Forest and Stream: 

I had an English setter of good breeding, and as a 
hunting dog he would be hard to improve upon, He 
could locate a bird further than any dog I ever saw. 
On Dec. 30 we were crossing a field, when suddenly 
he turned to the left and made straight for an old over- 
grown ditch, by actual measurement 360 paces away, and 
there came to a point on some quail among the grape- 
vines; and he would have held that point for any rea- 
sonable length of time. He was a fine retriever, and was 
just about what Col. Hough, of Chicago, would call a 
“meat dog.” He was a very mild-mannered old fellow, 
and was never known to get into a fight. About the 
only thing that would wake him up was to see me get- 
ting ready to go shooting, and even then he would not 
get excited, as some dogs do. 

Last Sunday my little girl and myself were snowball- 
ing each other, when, much to our surprise, Tom came 
bounding up to us and grabbed me by the arm, his teeth 
just touching my skin. We wondered at it, and went 
at the snowballing again, when he jumped right on 
Margaret and pulled her down in the snow, but let go 
the moment I said “charge!” I then sent him to the 
barn. Next morning he failed to show up for his break- 
fast, but they thought he had gone downtown with me 
to the office, and of course I supposed he was at home 
as usual, till a farmer came in and said my dog had 
appeared at his place, fully ten milés away, very tired 
and covered with blood; that he had brought him to 
town in his sleigh, but that he had jumped out of the 
cutter on the outskirts of the town and pitched into a 
dog. I at once went on a hunt for him and found him 
in the act of tearing a dog to pieces; but he came up 
as usual, wagging his tail, when he was called. We. se- 
cured him, chained him up and nursed him all week, 
but on Thursday he was evidently in a great deal of 
pain and howled all night, although we did everything 
possible for him. On Friday he had a very severe at- 


tack of diarrhoea, and on Saturday morning he died. I 
would say that on Thursday night when he appeared to 
be suffering so much he tore everything to pieces within 


‘ reach. He had a canker in the ear, and I thought it was 


cured last fall, but when the cold weather came it reap- 
peared. I have examined the ear, but do not find very 
much inflammation existed, and I can hardly think that 
the canker was the cause of the trouble. 

I find that after he left the house on Monday he made 
a most furious attack on a shepherd bitch, almost killing 
her, which he undoubtedly would have done had not 
the owner appeared with a stick and driven him off. 
Then he chased a hound into a shed and tried to get 
at him, but could not, as the hound had taken refuge 
under some machinery, and my dog could not reach 
him. He then left and trotted quietly along the road 
till Mr: Fowler found him and brought him back to 
town, where he caught a mongrel cur and almost killed 
it before the owner chased him away with a club. Then 
he got hold of another cur, the one he was mauling 
when I fotind him, and killed it outright. 

It will be a long time before I get another dog-as 
good as old Tomboy, and my sympathy is with any one 
who loses such a good and faithful animal. 

J. W. Cowan. 





Diseased Dogs and Dog Show Rules. 


New York, Feb. 7.—To intending exhibitors at the 
coming bench show to be given by the Westminster 
Kennel Club in Madison Square Garden, opening Feb. 
21, I desire to say that almost every year a few dogs are 
presented for admission whose conditions are such as te 
make them objectionable on the bench, being perhaps 
afflicted. with contagious diseases or with some form of 
skin disease, though not necessarily of a contagious char- 
acter, still rendering them undesirable as exhibits, and 
which it is my unpleasant duty as veterinarian to exclude. 
I would suggest that the following rule be carefully 
read, viz., Rule 9, clause 3, American Kennel Club 
Rules Governing Dog Shows: 

“A dog suffering from any hereditary, contagious or 
objectionable disease shall be disqualified and forfeit the 
prize which may be awarded it, and shall be at once re- 
moved from the building. A regularly appointed veter- 
inary surgeon shall alone decide as to the condition of 
the dog, and his decision must be given in writing.” : 

This rule will be most rigidly enforced. 

H. Cray GLover. 
Veterinarian to the Westminster Kennel Club. 


Godan Setter‘ Club ‘of Keidikca: 


THE annual meeting of the Gordon Setter Club: of 
America will be held at Madison Square Garden on 
Tuesday evening, Feb. 22 (second night of the ’Dog 
Show), at 7:30 o'clock, for the election of officers and the 
transaction of such other business as may then come. up. 
Members are requested to send in their annual dues ($5) 
and the names of those to be proposed for membership to 
the secretary. L, A. Van Zanpt, Sec'y-Treas., 

No. 938 Prospect avenue, New York. 


Alabama Field Trials Club Trials. 


THESE highly successful trials were run at Madison, 
Ala., beginning Feb. 7. Winners of the Detby were: 
R. H. Lowe’s Mack L., first; T. M. Spencer’s Tony 
Dick, second; C. E. Meglemry’s Rex of Birmingham, 
third. 

All-Age Stake-—H. H. Mayberry’s Alabama _ Girl, 
first; Rex of Birmingham, second; Tony Dick, third. 

Puppy Stake-—Dan R.., first. 

Champion Stake—Ashford & Odom’s Von Gull, first. 

A detailed report will be given in our next issue. 


POINTS AND FLUSHES. 


The premium list of the Northwestern Kennel Club 
can be obtained of the secretary, C. E. N, Howard, 48 
East Fourth street, St. Paul, Minn. Mr. R. W. Mathews, 
a member of the bench show committee, write us as 
follows:. “We will pay out in cash prizes about $2,000, 
including specials. The hall will bench 800 dogs. It is 
well lighted and ventilated on all sides. It is on a central 
corner, the best location in the city.” 








The Sun publishes an item in a recent issue as falldws: 
“Los Angeles, Feb. 7—The Coursing Club has debarred 
Dr. Van Hummell, of Indianapolis, hom further partici- 
pation in its matches. He is charged with having run 
in a ‘ringer’ on the club and beat. the pool box. A 
week ago last Sunday Dr. R. S. Withers, a veterinary 
surgeon, entered a dog called San Pedro, and he was 
beaten. Yesterday San Pedro won everything in ‘sight. 
Dr. Van Hummell, it is claimed, backed San Pedro héav- 
ily. The club has discovered that San Pedro is the im- 
ported Chit Chat, owned by Dr. Van Hummell.” 


Mr. C. E. Buckle, of the Charlottesville Field Trial 
Kennels, writes us as follows: “I found it almost im- 
»ossible td find a location in Mississippi with enough 
birds to train on this spring, without going far South, 
and knowing there were lots in this State (North Caro- 
lina) last fall, I decided to come back. This is prob- 
ably an unprecedented move on the part of a trainer, 
and it seems almost foolish to leave that pretty-looking 
Southern country, but as you know, we can do nothin 
ae birds.” Mr. Buckle is now located at Linwood, 








Many tons of the Johnson biscuits have been shipped 
to the Klondike. They were only recently put on the 
market, but they sell like hot cakes. Those who have 
used them claim that they are good alike for’ dog and 
man, and excellent for either. 





The field trial winner Count Gloster died on Jan. 29. 
He contracted distemper at West Point, Miss., and was 
for that reason unfitted for competition in the Conti- 
nental Trials at New Albany, and for that reason- was 
not run, as was mentioned in these columns at the time. 
He had been sold to the Verona Kennels at a long 
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price, and was to be delivered after the field trials were 
over. 





Mr. C. E. Davis, No. 2 Market street, Boston, requests 
us to publish the following: “Champion Duke of Kent 
II. has strayed or been stolen from the Glen Rock Ken- 
nels, Ballard Vale, Mass. If any of the many readers of 
ForEsT AND STREAM who know Duke will let us know 
if they learn of his whereabouts, we will be very thank- 
ful.” 





Mr. George H. Thompson, secretary, writes us under 
date of Feb. 10 that the annual meeting of the Irish Set- 
ter Club of America will be held at the Madison Square 
Garden, Feb. 22, at 8 P. M., during the W. K. C. show. 





The Breeder and Sportsman of February, in its cours- 
ing notes, has this to say: “Coursing at Sacramento 
suffered a hard blow last Sunday. A kick against the 
decision of the judge resulted in something like a riot. 
The .crowd attempted to pull the judge from his horse. 
The result was a sale of the fences, etc., and there will 
be a cessation of coursing in the capital city for several 
months.” It would seem that sport on the coast is taken 
very seriously in the coursing world. 





The show of the French Bulldog Club, held in the 
Waldorf-Astoria, New York, on Feb. 12, has been de- 
clared a gratifying success, so much so that the club 


. will possibly make it an annual fixture. As a proposi- 


tion entirely apart from this matter, the holding of two 
or more shows by different clubs in the same city is sure 
to bring trouble to the A. K. C. sooner or later. If it 
is permitted to one and refused to another, it then af 
fords grounds for a charge of favoritism; if two or three 
or more clubs are given the same franchise, there is then 
Donnybrook possibilities. 





Mr. George W. Clayton, superintendent of the North- 
western Kennel Club’s show to be held at St. Paul, Minn., 
March 8 to 11, writes us as follows: “Through an error 
of the printer, the date of birth was left out of our entry 
blanks. There will be a winners’ class for prizes.” Those 
who make entries should therefore note that in filling 
out the blanks it is necessary to specify the date of birth 
of the dogs entered. Entries close March 1. 


Mr. Howard Vernon’s pointer dog Glenbeigh was 
poisoned at Bakerfield in the week during which the 
Pacific Coast trials were run. A chemist who analyzed 
the contents of the dog’s stomach reported that he had 
found several pieces of meat containing arsenic. The 
conjecture is that he found and ate some poisoned meat 
which was intended for coyotes, but there is also an 
opinion that it was given intentionally. 





Mr. A. E. Ashbrook, secretary of the Kansas City 
Kenne! Club, writes us that: ‘The judges for our show, 
March 15-18, are Miss Anna Whitney, Lancaster, Mass.; 
James Mortimer, New York; P. T. Madison, Indianap- 
olis; John Davidson, Monroe, Mich., and J. A. Graham, 
St. Louis. Our prize list will be out next Wednesday.” 





The entries to the W. K. C. show number 1,700 so 
far as heard from. A few more of the late stragglers 
may swell the total slightly. This is a record breaker. 
The entries are as follows: English bloodhounds, 20; 
mastiffs, 27; rough-coated St. Bernards, 103; smooth- 
coated St. Bernards, 30; Great Danes, 90; Newfound- 
land dogs, 7; Russian welfhounds, 35; deerhounds, 5: 
greyhounds, 39; foxhounds, 10; pointers, 100; English 
setters, 68; Irish setters, 39; Gordon. setters, 31; Irish 
water spaniels, 4; field spaniels, 31; cocker spaniels, 97: 
collies, 77; old English sheep dogs, 4; poodles, 60; 
Dalmatians, 5; bulldogs, 102; French bulldogs, 20; bull 
terriers, 120; Airedale terriers, 8; Boston terri 
ers, 105; Basset hounds, 6; dachshunde, 37; beagles, 
62; fox terriers, smooth, 94; fox terriers, wire, 69; Irish 
territrs, 53; Scottish terriers, 12; black and tan terriers, 
18; Welsh terriers, 1; Skye terriers, 4; Dandie Dinmont 
terriers, 1; white English terriers, 3; whippets, 4; 
Shipperkes, 4; Pomeranians, 2; Yorkshire terriers, 14; 
toy terriers other than Yorkshire, 7; pugs, 16; toy 
spaniels, 43; Italian greyhounds, 2; miscellaneous, rec- 
ognized breeds unclassified, 11. 





Mr. William Gould Brokaw desires that there shall be 
no restrictions as to age of pointers that compete for 
the Brokaw challenge cups; also that the cups must be 
won three times instead of twice before becoming the 
absolute property of the winner. All dogs entered for 
competition must be benched consecutively according to 
their numbers in the catalogue. This will be rigidly en- 
forced. Mr. Henry Jarrett offers a silver cup for the 


best field or Clumber spaniel stud dog shown with two 
of his ger. 





Readers are invited to send us the names of friends who 
might be interested in a current copy of the FoREsT AND 
STREAM. We shall be glad to forward a specimen number 
0 any person whose address may be furnished us for that 
purpose. 








Pachting. 


Tue members of the Montreal Stock Exchange have 
shown a most commendable spirit in arranging to build 
a 20-footer for the defense a the Seawanhaka interna- 
tional cup next summer. The venture of the Royal St. 
Lawrence Y. C. in challenging for the cup in 1896 has 
become a national affair, the win of that year and the 
successful defense last year being achievements of which 
every Canadian may feel proud. It is but fair that the 
club, which solely by its own exertions has done so much 
for the national honor, should now receive assistance 
from without in its second defense of the cup. 





Since the death of Mr. Ogden Goelet it has been an 
interesting question among yachtsmen whether the great 
annual trophies established by him would be perpetu- 
ated in his name by his heirs. Such, it now appears, will 
not be done, and the “Goelet cups” will disappear from 
yachting. At the same time their place will at once 
be taken by new cups of the same value, $1,000 for 
schooners and $500 for cutters, established by Mr. John 
Jacob Astor. At the annual meeting of the club two 
omane a such cups were made, the prior one being ac- 
cepted, 

So far as mere money goes, there is no lack of good 
prizes in yachting; men can always be found who will 
contribute liberally in this way, and the clubs, as in 
the case of the Larchmont Y. C. and its annual schooner 
cup, are always ready to offer prizes. The real need in 
yachting is not gold, but plain, common sand, the qual- 
ity which impels a man to harden his heart and heave on 
his halyards when he knows that it is not “his day,” for 
the sake of his club and to give his opponents a race. 
Without this, all the gold in the Klondike cannot help 
yacht racing. 

The fate of the last Goelet cup is still undecided. As 
will be remembered, it was not awarded because it can- 
not be given in the rules for a sail-over, and no schooner 
in the New York Y. C. fleet would sail the course 
against Colonia and risk a defeat. It is said that the 


cup will be given by Mrs. Goelet as a perpetual challenge 
cup. 





A Fin-Keel 25-footer. 


Tue recent attempt of the American Y. C. to establish 
a 2sft. l.w.l. one-design class brought out in the com- 
petition a variety of designs, one of which, the choice 
of the special committee, has already been illustrated in 
the Forest AND StrEAM. Another fin-keel design was 
submitted by Mr. George Hill, of the Atlantic Y. C., 
designer and owner of the keel sloop Akista, which de- 
sign is here illustrated. The following summary of the 
principal points accompanied the plans and _ specifica- 
tions: 





Type.—I have presented a moderate fin-keel because 
it gives: 

(a) Very large accommodations for moderate dis- 
placement. 

(b) Very great strength of form (as here designed). 

(c) Least possible resistance and so greatest possible 
speed for given waterline length and displacement. 

(d) It is the most seaworthy yacht of which I have 
knowledge when properly designed. 

(e) The balanced rudder gives great control, quick- 
ness in maneuvering, and still permits the yacht to sail 
for an hour at a time without change of helm, 

({) The short bowsprit enables one to get the 
anchor without marring the hull; it also brings the center 
of effort, center of lateral resistance, and center of water- 
line all in the same vertical. The main boom is easily 
reached from deck. 

(g) With mast in water, the yacht floats so high as 
to keep water out of the cabin. She therefore cannot 
retain such an inclined position, and cannot sink. 

Form.—The principles demonstrated as required for 
fast sailing are all met: 

(>) The form remains the same under all angles of 
eel, 

(b) The entrance and run are long, easy and sym- 
metrical, and carried out far enough to prevent exces- 
sive wave making. 

(c) The form is not extreme. 

(d) The midship section is one peculiarly adapted 
to a fin-keel, is very stable, and with a good freeboard 
makes a very dry yacht. 

Construction.—The entire frame is fastened to an 
extremely rigid fin, bolted and strapped, that with the 
steel ribs the yacht cannot work or be injured except 
by being practically destroyed. The yellow pine skin 
makes a more durable and smoother job than a softer 
wood; more expensive to build, but less expensive to 
keep up. All rigging is specially designed for strength, 
lightness and ease of handling. All halyards lead aft 
to the cockpit. 

Accommodation,—The main cabin sleeps two on tran- 
soms, two on berths. The decks are wide enough to 
use, and to carry the yawl free from all danger of being 
carried away. The cockpit is arranged to make the 
decks available, which is only possible in yachts of this 
type. The main cabin has 6ft. oe room between tran- 
soms and over full length of floor. 

The galley is large, with plenty of storage space. The 
ice box will hold 15olbs. of ice. There is a great deal 
of locker room in the main cabin, giving separate spaces 
for rubbers, oil skins, ropes, sails, etc. Water flows to 
faucets by gravity. The tanks help to make the hull 
non-sinkable. 

The wide deck is of special advantage in racing. 

The fittings are specially complete, including every- 
thing requisite for cruising or racing, except crockery, 
stores and bedding. See the specification. The dis- 
placement contemplates the carrying of stove, etc., and 
this makes it unnecessary and undesirable to strip the 
yacht to race. 

The Gimensions and details are as follows: 


MI, SOE BME oe cv ekcaveanecese 36ft. 
DES Ee bh oh s beta Giotee reas SRE, 
Depth, hull below Lw.l.............. aft. 6in. 
Dee WON co bah ct lkcce bake 2ft. Sin. 

_ Head room, main cabin............. 6ft. 

* Head room over berths, main cabin.. —_4ft. 
AIOE SF os cca cs vehaeeeeecy 11,500lbs. 
i! eS om aie |e 
Weight, spars, sails and fittings..... 1,000lbs. 
UNI HUOOU Fo coke Sie s oa tadide wes 1,000lbs. 
WV Gee, WIN ias FAVS wee Sa yeas in eey 5,500lbs. 
Area of lateral plane, hull........... 37.48q.It. 
Area of lateral plane, rudder.........  6.08q.ft. 
Area of lateral plane, fin............. 35.08q. ft. 

78.48q.ft. 
Salta; nein 4 068 is TNA 640s8q. ft. 
ONE BOS Lib od Wok tue its Saw ekwod v's 160sq. ft. 
UD, SNOT S555 0s GV. caste ae 350sq. ft. 





The plans were accompanied by very complete speci- 


fications, and a tender to build a fleet of ten to twelve 
yachts, each completely rigged and fitted with anchor. 
cable, davits and dinghy, for $1,250 each. The construc- 
tion is a novelty in that the main keel, or at least its 
middle portion, is cast as a broad flange on the upper 
edge of the fin, being r1oft. long, 2ft. wide and %in. thick. 
The remainder of the keel forward and aft is composed 
of two oak pieces each 4 by 8in., bolted to the fin casting. 
The stem is of oak, sided 3in., and the transom of 1%4in. 
mahogany. The garboards are of 1%in. yellow pine, 
8in. wide, and the rest of the planking of the same ma- 
terial, 1in. thick and not more than 8in. nor less than 
3in. wide. The frames are in part of steel angles, 
114x14x3-16in., eleven on each side; the rest being of 
bent oak, sided 1'4in., moulded 2in., the spacing through- 
out being 12in. The chainplate frames are sided 4in. 
Strong oak floor timbers are used, carried up to the 
cabin floor. The sheerstrake, planksheer and partner 
planks are of oak. The deck beams are of bent oak, 
partner beams sided 4in., moulded 2ins; other beams 
14x1in., with beam at fore end of house sided 2'4in. 
The clamp, of yellow pine, is 1%4in.x6in. 

The cabin trunk is of bent oak, with after bulkhead and 
cockpit staving of matched cypress. The.companion and 
fore hatch are of mahogany and the interior trim of 
cypress. The plumbing includes yacht w. c., two tanks 
of 20 gallons capacity each, and bilge pump. 

The special features of the design were very fully 
discussed by Mr. Hill in a letter published in the For- 
EST AND STREAM-of Nov. 6, 1897. 


The North American Y. R. U. 


On Saturday last Mr. Aémilius Jarvis ‘arrived in New 
York from Southampton on the steamer St. Louis, of 
the American Line, being thus one of the witnesses of 
the exciting rescue of the passengers and crew of the 
steamer Veendam, sunk at sea by collision with some 
unknown obstruction. Mr. Jarvis sailed from New York 
early in November, immediately after the organization 
of the North American Yacht Racing Union, with which 
he is identified as a member of the council, Mr. J. M. 
Macdonough, another member, accompanying him. Both 
went abroad on private business, but the opportunity thus 
offered was utilized by the Y. R. U. to make overtures 
toward future harmonious relations and united action 
in yachting legislation with the British Y. R. A. The 
two delegates were instructed to present to the Y. R. A. 
the plans and objects of the American organization, and 
to suggest the desire of that association for a common 
rule of measurement on both sides of the Atlantic, should 
any rule be found which would be acceptable to both 
parties. 

Very brief reports of the movements of the delegates 
and the nature of their reception have been received 
here, and Mr. Jarvis’ return (Mr. Macdonough being 
still abroad) was awaited with much interest. At his 
suggestion by letter, a meeting of the council was called 
for Saturday evening, the St. Louis being due early in 
the morning. Being naturally in a hurry to reach his 
home in Toronto, Mr. Jarvis had planned to take a train 
early in the evening, after devoting a couple of hours to 
the meeting. Owing to the dense fog the St. Louis did 
not reach her dock until afternoon, but Mr. Jarvis was 
at the Imperial by 7:30, when the first of the members 
arrived. It was considerably later before the meeting 
convened, there being present Messrs. F. Bowne Jones, 
N. D. Lawton, A. D. F. Bancroft and A. J. Prime. Mr. 
W. P. Stephens, of the Seawanhaka C. Y. C. special 
committee on measurement, was present by invitation. 

Mr. Jarvis had not prepared a written report, but he 
told a very interesting story of his trip, reading several 
letters and exhibiting a number of sketches of midship 
sections of successful yachts of the past two seasons. In 
the first place he and his associate were provided with 
letters to Mr. Dixon Kemp, Secretary of the British Y. 
R. A., which letters were forwarded to Mr. Kemp on ar- 
rival in London. Mr. Kemp was seriously ill at the 
time, and the letters were not acknowledged, and as it 
appears, were not laid before the Y. R. A., though an 
invitation to attend a meeting of the Association was 
received from the Hon. Treasurer, Mr. Lake. As Mr. 
Macdonough was called to the continent, Mr. Jarvis 
alone appeared before the meeting, which, owing to 
the absence of the letters of introduction, was ignorant 
of the details of his mission. He was treated very 
courteously, and asked to address the meeting, but after 
a few questions as to whether the New York Y. C. and 
the Eastern Y. C. were connected with the new associa- 
tion nothing more was said, and the meeting was over. 

Later on, however, Mr. Jarvis, in the course of social 
meetings with members of the cotincil of the Y. R. A., 
came to realize that the object of his visit was misun- 
derstood, and thus had failed to awaken any interest and 
response on the part of the Association. Mr. C. Newton 
Sohiseen interested himself in the matter, and arranged 
for a special general meeting of the Y. R. A. to meet 
Mr. Jarvis; but after chasing the latter to Scotland and 
back to Birmingham the invitation was received too late 
for him to attend the meeting. It was proposed to call 
another meeting after Mr. Jarvis’ private business 
brought him again to London, but instead of this 
at his suggestion several social meetings of members 
of the council were held. In the course of these the 
history of the new American organization, its numerical 
strength and nationally representative character, were 
laid before the British yachtsmen, as well as its general 
wishes as to a new measurement rule. The response was 
most gratifying, there being a general recognition of the 
desirability of united action, and a desire to er it. 

As to the details of measurement, the opinion was 
unanimous that the present Y. R. A. rule, after two 
seasons of trial under the actual test of building and rac- 
ing, was producing the type of yacht which it was ex- 
pected to encourage. Both the members of;the council 
and the designers were unanimous on this point. The 
suggestion was made that the American ‘Association 
should adopt the Y. R. A. rule or one similar to it as an 
experiment, with the probability that after.one or two 
seasons of trial the two nations might be able to unite 
in harmonizing any differences then existing in the rules. 

The council gave Mr. Jarvis letters to designers, 
with special requests that they would furnish him with 
all information as to their new yachts, and sketches 
showing the types. In the course of the winter et 
vis has met Messrs. Watson, Fife, Soper, Payne, Hope 
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and Nicholson, discussing the action of the present Y. 
R. A. rule with all of them. He also visited Mr. R. E 
Froude at the experimental station at Haslar. He has 
seen nearly all the newer yachts on the Clyde and Solent, 
with the innumerable old ones. He was most enthusias- 
tic over the s2ft. L.R. Penitent, designed by Arthur E. 
Payne in 1896, a very successful racer, and yet with ad- 
mirable accommodations for a boat of 47i{t. lw.l. He 
exhibited a number of midship sections of successful 
boats, from Bona down to 18-footers, by the designers 
above mentioned, all showing rather full sections, and 
with moderate draft, except in the case of a few small 
racers. After a very pleasant evening the party escorted 
Mr. Jarvis to the midnight train for Toronto. As soon 
as his business permits he will prepare a written report 
to the council, which will be published. From his verbal 
report it would appear that his mission had been quite 
as successful as was possible under the circumstances, 
and that it opens a promising prospect for international 
friendship and harmony in yachting. 
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DESIGN FOR 2%FT. L.W.L. KNOCKABOUT, BY GEORGE HILL, ESQ., 1897. 
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Through the Sound in an Oyster Sloop. 
(Concluded from page 18). 


WE passed well to the north of Bartlett’s Reef Light 
Vessel at 6 bells. Although we knew the water to be very 
shoal on the reef, in places, yet we took our chances of 
striking bottom, but got through all right. 

While we were off Niantic Bay, the wind hauled still 
fusther to the north and came down on us in shrieks. 

e only attention we paid to it was to start sheet a 
trifle and head truer to our course. We thanked our 
stars, though, that it was not west or southwest instead 
of off the land. As it was, we received a dusting that 
drenched us to the skin. 

We were half way across the entrance to Niantic Bay, 
when we heard the rumble of heavy ordnance. A. few 
seconds later, and four downy puffs, drifting against 
the azure heavens a mile away, showed where the shells 
had burst. The Connecticut National Guard was in camp 
at Niantic, and the soldiers were drilling with:the mor- 
tars. Again and again fluffy puffs of smoke frem burst- 
ing shells drifted away in the distance, and the heavy 
rumble of the mortars sounded like an advancing thun- 
derstorm. We watched the firing for some time. I won- 
dered how the boys of Company D, Second Regiment, 
of, which I was once a member, were enjoying them- 
selves. 

It was 5 o'clock when we passed to the north of the 
black buoy which marks Hatchett’s Reef. The wind 
was still blowing very hard, and we were certainly meet- 
ing more sea than we had seen that day. The cause of 
this was a heavy swell which rolled out of the southwest 
against the wind. It showed that the wind had been 
blowing heavily in the Sound from southwest all day. 
Possibly it had been kicked up by the thunder squall 
we noticed that morning which passed out to sea off 
Montauk Point. 

Off the mouth of the Connecticut the water was alive 
with immense schools of menhaden. Half a dozen men- 
haden steamers were making great hauls of fish. We 
passe¢ close to a vessel which lay alongside a large seine, 
ahd every time she dipped her scoop-net into the seine 
it would come out loaded to the brim with squirming 
fish. As they were dumped into the vessel’s hold they 
glittered in the rays of the sun like a shower of gems. 

We were in the midst of an extra large school of the 
fish, when a sea serpent poked its slimy head above 
the waves. As it made toward Susie with wide-open 
jaws its forked tongue shot in and out its mouth in a 
frightful manner. We, however, were cool and not 
afraid in the least, for the serpent measured only 18 or 
20in. He was a common, everyday little water snake, 
and he must have felt very frightened and lonesome 
away off there, for he was fully two miles from land. 

“Tf it wasn’t for the delay I'd pick the little devil un,” 
said Sam, who has always manifested an affection for 
the snake family that I can’t understand. 

Cornfield Point bore over a mile northwest when the 

n sank in a blaze of glory. The wind died completely 
with the sun, and we were left rolling on the short, nasty 
swell. The roar of the surf on Guard House Point was 
the loudest we had heard, barring Napeague Beach. 
Gradually the soft afterglow in the western heavens dark 
ened into night. The stars stole forth one by one, and 
the lighthouses began to twinkle. As Stanléy set the 
port and starboard lights a breeze, faint at first, but grad- 
ually increasing in strength, came out of the north. 
Then Susie commenced to plow on her way again. “It’s 
oné+ of those night winds,” said Sam, quietly. “And 
it'll probably hold steady until we reach a Haven.” 

Although Susie went swinging over the dark surges at 
a good clip, yet it seemed we would never put Cornfield 
Point Light Vessel over the stern. We could easily 
tell by the lights ashore that we were passing the land 
rapidly, but the twinkling eyes of the light vessel hung 
tenaciously on our sight, over the port quarter. It was 
a great relief to us when the white, flashing orb on 
Faulkner's Island could be seen lifting and dipping on the 
dusky sea-line far down in the west. 

After a hot cup of tea and a hastily snatched supper 
of pilot biscuit, cold beans and canned apricots, | 
slipped an old overcoat over my sweater and took a 
seat just forward of the mast, in the bows of the sloop. 
I was determined to keep a vigilant watch ahead. Bub 
and Stanley turned in. Some held the tiller. Have you, 
gentle reader, ever reclined in the bows of a small boat 
when the breeze was strong and the darkness of night 
about you? The incidents of that night’s vigil formed a 
memory-picture which the combined skill of the world’s 
greatest artists could not reproduce on canvas. Neither 
could the pen of any writer, however eloquent he might 
be, describe that picture as it was; therefore, with my 
poor pen, I can give but a rough idea at the best. The 
steady breeze inclined Susie’s deck at an angle that just 
pressed her lee rail to the dark water’s edge. The green 
rays of the starboard light mingled a faint emerald tint 
with the delicate red bars that fell on the deck from 
the port light, forward of the mast. So soft was this 
intermingling of colors that it threw a strange, mellow 
radiance about the foot of the swelling jib, halyards. 
chain cables and windlass, causing them to appear phan- 
tom-like and unreal, The dusky surges, advancing in 
monotonous regularity out of the darkness, seemed like 
shadowy, restless beings of the solemn sea. The steady 
s-wash, s-wash under Susie’s inclining bows mingled a 
mysterious chant with the vesper-like hum of the night 
wind whispering through the rigging. As our little 
craft swept rhythmically onward, the parted seas gleamed 
ghostly on either side of the cutwater for a moment, then 
vanished in the darkness. Lights twinkled along the 
dark shore-line, and I saw a small lighted balloon ascend 
skyward from some shore resort. Then the northern 
lights sent nervous, transparent feelers to the very zenith 
of the spangled heavens, and the stars shone ghostly 
through the pale streamers of light. Suddenly, from 
far down in the southwest, a narrow, phosphorescent 
ribbon of light shot from the surface of the water and 
penetrated the uttermost limits of the heavens. It danced 
crazily up and down, up and down, then shot this way, 
then that. “What in heaven’s name can that be?” I mur- 

ured, rubbing my sleepy eyes with my knuckles. “It's 
the searchlight of one of the large Sound steamers,” 
said a voice so low as to seem but an answering echo 
to my murmur. I had been away from the water so 
long that this was the first time I had ever seen one in 
operation, 


It was 11 o’clock before Faulkner’s Island Light was 
abeam. The wind, which had held so steady, now died 
to a mere whisper, and Susie made but little progress. 
Searchlight rays crossed and recrossed the heavens, 
and searched the waters far and near, as the fleet 
of Sound steamers approached. They passed us about 
7 bells, and the flash and glitter of their hundreds 
of different colored lights formed a sight of dazzling 
brilliancy. 

“There's a big fire somewhere ashore, astern.” It was 
Sam’s voice, and he had spoken for the second time 
since I took my station forward. 

“Where is the fire? I don’t see anything but the 
moon rising.” 

“Well, I’ll be hanged if I didn’t think it was a fire.” 

“Who says fire?” asked Stanley, poking his head out 
of the companionway. “You'd better go below and 
turn in. You've been at the tiller steady for more than 
ten hours.” 

Sam kicked at first, but when Stanley and I insisted 
that he turn in for awhile he finally yielded. He had a 
very hard cold, and was very hoarse. I’m sure he felt 
miserable. Stanley wanted me to turn in, but with the 
exception of feeling so sleepy I could hardly keep my 
eyes open I felt pretty good, so decided to stay on watch 
until we should make New Haven. 

The wind held light for over an hour, then it came 
good and strong out of the north again. A silvery cres- 
cent hung suspended in the dark heavens, and looked 
more like a photograph of the original than like the 
moon itself. Excepting where its wake faintly silvered 
the-dark waves, it apparently cast no light at all. So 
deep was the dark appearance of the firmament that the 
stars, too, seemed brilliant gems hung in a sable dome. 

It seemed we never would make Southwest Ledge 
Light; yet at times I would start up and strain my 
eyes in the direction of the breakwater, for we would 
seem on the point of running’ on top of it. Then I 
would find that drowsiness had caused the illusion, and 
that I had nearly fallen asleep on watch. Finally, how- 
ever, the light appeared to grow and grow in size and 
to lift higher and higher. Then, when it appeared we 
were rushing with breathless speed into the maw of a 
huge, dim monster that looked down upon us with a 
single, glaring eye of white, Susie rushed by the end 
of the breakwater and stood off on the port tack into the 
harbor. 

How I managed to keep awake until we came to 
anchor off the end of Long Wharf I do not know. I 
have a dim recollection of seeing Sam on deck, and of 
hearing the rattle of chain cable and halyard blocks. 
Then some one said: .““There’s the morning star, over 
Fort Hale, and it’s just 3 o'clock.” The next thing I 
knew I awoke and found the sun flooding the cabin 
down the companionway. It was 9 o'clock, and I was 
already dressed, for I had turned in “all standing.” 

As our outing was near an end Bub decided to leave 
us; so about noon I rowed him and his belongings 
over to the wharf. We watched him trudging up the 
long wharf with a valise half as large as himself until 
he disappeared from view. 

About 1 P. M. we got our anchor and started down 
the harbor. The wind was south and very light, but the 
tide favared us to the mouth of the harbor; then, of 
course, we had to sail against it. 

The afternoon was bright and balmy, and the green 
shore-line, covered with summer cottages, never looked 
more beautiful. The bosom of the Sound shimmered 
under the mellow rays of sunlight. While there was 
not weight enough in the wind to send us along at any 
speed, yet it blew just strong enough to make it a 
delight to loaf about the deck. It was 5 bells before 
we passed Southwest Ledge, and 7 bells by the time 
we reached Charles Island: We c nearly overhauled 
a large three-masted schooner that was having a dubious 
time of it poking against the tide in the light air. When 
we left our anchorage she was fully two miles ahead of 
us. Half a mile to windward a large sloop yacht ap- 
peared to be having much more wind than the schooner 
or Susie. She heeled more and more, and we con- 
gratulated ourselves on the prospect of getting a good 
breeze. Presently her crew was compelled to shorten 
sail, and she had hardly taken in her topsail and jib- 
topsail when the schooner got it. 

“We'll have a dusty time of it, inside half an hour,” 
said Sam, “Just see the old three-master now! She’s 
sailing light. and I'll bet her topsails ’ll come down 
before long.” He spoke truly, for before the wind 
reached us the schooner rolled down at such an angle 
that her crew commenced to shorten sail. She was a 
quarter of a mile to windward of us when we got the 
wind, 

We hadn't made 1ooyds. after the wind struck before 
we realized that it was a sure enough case of shorten 
sail. Hard, fierce and puffy came the wind out of the 
southwest. At first it flattened the sea; then steep, 
chunky, leaden waves arose, and the wind caught briny 
spray-patches from their crests and hurled them with 
stinging force into our faces. With trip-hammer force 
Susie pounded incessantly into the advancing hillocks 
and smashed their crests into yeasty foam. Slowly but 
surely she ate her way to windward of the three-master. 
and as we hung to the starboard tack for more than six 
miles we found, when we went about, that we had beaten 
the schooner more than two miles. We had also hauled 
up on the sloop yacht so fast that she was no more than 
a quarter of a mile ahead of us. She was a much larger 
craft than Susie. 

After swinging on to port tack we found it even wetter 
than on starboard. By hard pinching we just managed 
to head our course. As wind, sea and tide were against 
us, we were glad to don old coats; and even they didn’t 
save us from a drenching. 

The Middle Ground Light lined over Susie’s port 
quarter at 6:30. By this time the wind had hauled a 
trifle to the south, and we were enabled to lift a little 
sheet. “Look!” said Sam, suddenly. “See the man-o’- 
war! Over under the Long Island shore, there!” We 
looked to where he pointed, and saw a large, handsome, 
square-rigged steam vessel well down to the south of 
us. a was swarming through the water at great 
speed. 

“That’s no man-o’-war,” said Stanley. “I’ve seen her 
before. She’s Slater’s yacht, of Norwich. I tell you, 
she’s a ‘beaut,’ too!” She certainly did make a beautiful 


appearance as she swept gtandly on her way. All hands 
agreed that she would make a fine auxiliary cruiser in 
time of war. 

Penfield Reef Light bore east of north at 7 bells. 
Susie was “horsing’ along at a good eight-knot clip. 
The sun had set bright enough, but without warmth; 
and there was a hard look about him which plainly indi- 
cated wind. The western sky was entirely devoid of 
those sunset colors so pleasing to the eye. The wind 
held hard and strong and was almost south. The sea 
still rolled up in leaden lumps. Of course, the farther 
west we ran, the narrower grew the Sound; therefore 
the waves did not increase in size. 

Night settled down as dark as a pocket. We could 
see the stars, it is true, and the gleams from the light- 
houses were plainly visible. They had a look about 
them, however, as they would had we seen them through 
a veil. The atmosphere seemed thick and heavy, and 
dusky blobs, with ill-defined edges, floating here and 
there in the dark heavens, showed that the sky was not 
entirely cloudless. A look into the water over the stern 
revealed a trail of phosphorescent sparks, dancing and 
tumbling erratically away into the darkness. Green and 
red, eye-like points peering out of the darkness here 
and there showed the course of numerous vessels, and the 
Sound steamer fleet made its presence known by sending 
ghostly searchlight rays across the ebony waves. 

“If this wind holds an hour and a half longer, we'll 
be anchored in Indian Harbor, and the trip ’Il be ended.” 
Sam’s words sent a pang of regret to my heart. The full 
significance of what they meant struck with double force 
at that particular time, for then we were reveling in 
freedom. The full realization that this freedom would 
end with the dropping of the anchor, and that confine- 
ment and toil would begin, came like a sudden blow. 
Already I could hear the clank and pound of hammers, 
the whir, rush and grind of machinery; the squeaks 
and shrieks of slipping belts rang in my ears, and it 
almost seemed I could scent heated oil and steam pipes. 
I failed to realize at the time that such conditions are 
what cause outings to be appreciated to their full value, 
and that to thoroughly enjoy freedom one must ex- 
perience confinement. 

Stamford Light glowed like a living coal over our 
starboard quarter at 9:30. The wind still blew strong 
and steady, and a dash of rain came out of a black cloud 
that hovered overhead. Soon Greenwich Point was 
abeam, and as we were more than two miles off shore, 
more sheet was lifted and Susie fairly tore on her way 
through the inky seas. When we came up with the 
point a sharp lookout was kept tor the light that burns 
on the gas buoy to the east of Little Captain’s Island. 
We failed to find it, however, but passed into the harbor 
without incident. Soon the glowing lights of Com. Bene- 
dict’s palace opened to view, and it was just 10:30 P. M. 
when Susie swept by the western end of Tweed’s Island. 
Ten minutes later her anchor was down, her sails snugly 
stowed@and the gallant little vessel that had carried us 
safely through a trip not entirely devoid of danger slept 
peacefully on the quiet waters ot tates Harbor. 

WitiiaM H. Avis. 


Cabin Fittings in Small Cruisers, 

Tue subjects brought forward in the following letter 
have frequently been discussed in the Forest AND 
STREAM; the stove question in particular, as concerns 
small yachts, single-handers, canoes and camping, was 
covered very thoroughly about a dozen years since. 
The information then given by different yachtsmen, 
canoeists and campers is of course out of date by this 
time in the matter of patented oil and vapor stoves; 
as very great improvements have been made, especially 
in the invention of the “blue flame” kerosene stove, 
which has replaced the old wick stoves. In our issue of 
Anril 10, 1897, in answer to an inquiry, a correspond- 
ent recommended a new stove, the “oil gas,” burning 
kerosene, and mentioned a promise of a still better one 
during the then coming summer. 

We will be very glad to-receive any information on 
either subject, cabin arrangement and fitting up, furnish- 
ing and stoves for small yachts. The majority of cruis- 
ing ydchtsmen are directly and personally interested 
in both, and a discussion cannot fail to benefit them. 
Where space is as limited as in a 21 or 25-footer, its best 
possible utilization is a serious problem. 





Ertr, Pa., Feb. 3.-—Editor Forest and Stream: We have 
had a great many articles descriptive of the arft., 2sft. 
and knockabout classes lately, but the subject of arrange- 
ment of space in cabin, convenient and indispensable 
articles for outfit, and especially the type of stove best 
suited for them, has received little notice. This is a sub- 
ject of great interest to many of your readers who own 
or are building in those classes, and I am certain that 
an article throwing some light on it would find many ap- 
preciative readers. 

The kind of stove to use is a “burning” question to 
those of us who intend cruising in such craft, and one 
that I have not seen discussed in any book or periodical 
devoted to yachting. F. W. Grant. 





Government Tests of Timber. 


Ir is surprising that in these days, when the strength 
of all structural material is carefully determined, we 
should possess such imperfect coselad e of the strength 
of the various woods which are used in construction 
and manufacture. There is lacking to-day a thoroughly 
reliable table of the strength of woods. We say this 
with the full knowledge that all the text books and 
engineers’ and mechanics’ pocket books give such 
tables; but unfortunately the data upon which they are 
founded is not of that comprehensive or scientific kind 
which alone can give such tables their proper value. 
Most of the investigations of the strength of timber 
already made have been carried out by individuals who 
had neither the time nor the means to do the work as 
thoroughly as it should be done. The first investigation 
of the subject on an adequate scale is now being carried 
out by Dr. Fernow, of the Forestry Division 
of the Department of Agriculture. To examine and 
test a sufficient number of specimens of any given species. 
isa costl undertaking; but the Department has shown 
good judgment in preferring to expend its appropria- 
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tions in doing thorough work on.a limited number of 
species rather in doing more or less superficial work 
upon a larger variety. 

During the past year, owing to the failure of the Gov- 
ernment to provide funds for carrying out this work, 
Dr. Fernow rented a testing inline with which to 
carry on his investigations. In the course of his work 
he made the important discovery that a constant math- 
ematical relation exists between the compressive. and 
the tensile tests of any species of timber, and that hence- 
forth it will be sufficient to make a laboratory com- 
pressive test, the tensile strength being calculable from 
the data so obtained. Dr. Fernow gives the credit for 
this important discovery to Mr. S. F. Neely, one of his 
assistants. It is needless to say that the cost of com- 
pleting the investigation of American woods will be 
greatly reduced, and it is to be hoped that Congress, 
encouraged by this fact, will grant the. appropriations 
asked for the coming year’s work.—Scientific American. 





Dr. Fernow will be remembered by candeists as one of 
the old Mohicans, when the club was in its glory; an 
old-time canoe cruiser, This important work could not 
be in better hands, as Dr. Fernow is an expert in for- 
estry. 





New York Y.'C. 


THE annual meeting of the New York Y. C. was held on Feb. 

10, with Lom, Morgan im the chair. ‘ine 1ouoWINg OMCcers Were 
cectea; Com, J. Mierpont ssorgan; Vice-Lom., Lewis Cass 
Ledyard; Aeai-Lom., August beimom; Secy, J. V. S. Udaie; 
‘Lreas., &. W. J. Hurst; Meas., yonn Myslop; xieet Surgeon, imor- 
ms J. Asch, M.U. Kegatta Committee: 5. wNichoison jrane, Ches- 
ler Griswoid ana Irving Urinneil. Committee on Admissions: 1a- 
ward M. brown, ©. Unver iseiun, Lewis Cass Ledyard, W. buuer 
Vuncan, Jjr., and james A. wnght. house Committee: Larrant 
/’utnam, \. L. I. sxwobinson ana wrank wi. Cronise. Liorary Com- 
mittee; boraham imornms, Ariuur M. Clark “nd ianeouwore Lc. 
Zerega. Commitee on Club Stations: Wilnam H.- ‘ihomas, H. 
Jéeneuict, #, Augustus Schermerhorn, L. Vaugnan Clark, ‘Larrant 
utnam, brederick I’. Sanas, Harrison B. More, john ¥’. Duncan, 
Amz L. Harber and Kdward kK. Ladew. 
_ ‘the tgllowmg new members were eiected: W. R. Patten, Isaac 
Stern, Albert >. Migerow, butler Ames, Samuci &, Houston, M. 
s, Miant, Altred H, Benshaw, Joseph k. Campbell, uv. 5. N.; 
Ammen Ffarenholdt, L. 5. N.; Uharies M. Schott, jr.; Ciarence 
mM. busch, G. W,. Denfeld, UL. S. N.; Robert k. 10d, Francis 
Wyckott Selknap, John 1. shompson, ‘t. Hamilton Burch, David 
Wilcox, Abram ssaudouine, John M. Richmond, john B. Khodes, 
award I’rime and Waiter 5. Hoyt. 

‘rhe toliowing memorial was read and it was voted two engrossed 
copies be made, One to be presented to Mrs, Goelet and one to be 
hung in the ciub house: 

Ugden Goelet died on board the Mayflower off Cowes, England, 
on Aug. 27, 187. 

Ogden Goelet joined the New York Y. C. in 1880, and was 
always conspicuous for his keen sympathy with the traditions of 
the club as well as the active interest that he displayed in all that 
concerned the highest development of yachting. 

For sixteen consecutive years, commencing in 1882, Ogden 
Goelet has presented to the club a cup for schooners and a cup 
tor sloops, to be sailed over an ocean course off Newport, R. 1., 
open to vessels comprising the squadron ot the N. Y. Y. C., on 
its annual cruise. 

The races for these cups were of national interest, and their 
possession was eagerly sought in many of the most stirring con- 
tests that are recorded in yachting annals. 

Mr, Goelet’s engaging personal qualities and his enthusiasm 
for yachting made him one of the most popular and valued mem- 
bers of the club, and this tribute to his memory is an expression 
of the high regard and sincere esteem in_which he was held 
by his fellow members of the N. Y. Y. C. 

S. Nicuorson Kang, 
Lioyp PHOENIX, 
Grorce L. Rives. 

It is known that the annual gift of the Goelet cups will not 
be continued by Mr. Goelet’s family, though the schooner cup 
given by him last year and not awarded owing to the lack of 
competition, will probably be presented to the ‘club as a challenge 
cup. The following letters oftering new cups were read and the 
ofter of Mr. Astor was accepted: 

J. _V. S. Oddie, Secretary New York Y. C.: 
Dear Sir—I. am told that unless Ogden Goelet left provision 


in his will for continuing the Goelet cups for the Newport races _ 


they may be discontinued. y ; 
au would be a great pity, and very likely he has provided for 
them. ' 

If he has not, however, I should be glad to continue them 
giving the same kind of prizes, to be called the Astor cups, an 
sailed for at same time and place. _ : : 

Please let me know what you think of this, and refer it to the 
committee having charge of the matter. | E 

I shall be glad to continue the cape during my life, and to make 
provision for the races in my will, Yours very truly, 

J. } Astor. 


J._V. S. Oddie, Esq., Secretary New York Y. C.: 

Dear Sir—In the event of the non-continuance by a member of 
the family of the Goelet cups I desire to offer to the New York 
Y. C. two cups of the same value as those heretofore presented 
by_ the late Capt. Goelet. ™ * * ; E 

Should any foreign yachts be in these waters during the time 
of the event I reserve the right to invite the same to compete. 
The commodore and the regatta committee shall have the same 
privilege. Otherwise the racing rules and time allowance of the 
club to govern. Govu_p Brokaw. 

The date of June 16 was selected for the annual regatta, The 
club now numbers 1,273 members, and 364 yachts are enrolled in 
its fleet. 





YACHTING NEWS NOTES. 


One of the small schooners designed by Messrs, Smith and 
Barbey is ‘for Alfred N. Chandler, of the Corinthian Y. C. of 
Philadelphia. She will be built by A. C. Brown & Son, at Totten- 
ville, Staten Island, her dimensions being: 43ft. l.w.l., 18ft. beam, 
and 4ft. 9in. draft. 

The proposed cruise of the steam yacht Nourmahal to the Med- 
iterranean is abandoned, and on Feb. 13 she sailed from New. York 
for Honduras. 

The annual meetin 
Feb. 7 at the Hotel 


of the New Rochelle Y. C. was held on 
anhattan, New York, the following officers 
being elected: Com., Henry Doscher, cutter Banshee; Vice-Com., 
oseph Fallert, sloop Wanita; Rear-Com., E. T. Birdsall, cutter 
oi ie; Sec’y, O. W. Meyrowitz; Treas., A. W. Cross; Meas., 
F. R arrington; Trustees, three years: Wilson Gomrry, Eugene 
Lambden and Harry J. Meyers; two years: H. H. Todd and 
George W. Fuller; one year: R. M. Hyde, Jr. Law Committee: 
C iE Kene and J. F. Lambden. Regatta Committee: P. A. 
Meyrowitz, J. C. Lippencott, L. Talbot, J. W. Rough and A. P. 
Weston. The omen regatta will be sailed on Saturday, July 2. 
On Feb. 7 the Staten Island Y. C. held its annual meetin 
at the club house, Stapleton, the solowing officers being elected: 
Com., Charles F. Hicks; Vice-Com., E. F. Wiegand; Sec’y, Ed- 
ward S. Seguine; Treas., E. W. Simonson; Meas., Adolph Ran- 
nick; Trustees: C. L. Boswick and Charles Winsch. E. W. Si- 
monson, who has served as treasurer for eight years, received a 
handsomely engraved solid silver loving cup on behalf of his fellow 
members. 


Bile Bange and Gallery 


Nitro Powder in Rifles. 


New Haven, Conn.—Editor Forest and Stream: We think you 
will find our little circular in regard to reloading smokeless 
powder rifle cartridges interesting, and trust that you may deem 
it worthy. of publication. As you will note, this information is 
based upon reports of the United States 


fe are’ cokistantly in receipt of letters of inquiry regarding 











ce, and can be 
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the reloading of smokeless powder rifle ammunition, and we 
therefore one the following general statement: ‘ 

“It has been the common experience of persons using reloaded 
smokeless powder cartridges to have a large number of shells so 
reloaded rupture in the gun. Extensive experiments carried on 
by the Winchester Repeating Arms Co. and by the Ordnance 
Department of the United. States Army with shells, guns and 
smokeless powders of nearly every known manufacture have alike 
failed to find a remedy for this difficulty. Experiment shows that 
after the first firing with smokeless powder the metal of the shell 
undergoes a slow, but decided, change, the exact nature of which 
the best experts have as yet failed to determine. No immediate 
deterioration attends the shooting of smokeless powder, for by 
reloading and shooting immediately the shells may be shot many 
times with no sign of rupture. If, however, the fired shells are 
allowed to stand for two or three days, no matter whether they 
are cleaned or uncleaned, wet or dry, loaded or unloaded, the 
result is always the same, namely, the metal becomes brittle, and 
rupture of the shells at the next discharge is probable. Various 
proportions and kinds of material used in the manufacture of 
the brass have been tried. The brass has been subiected to 
physical tests to determine its tensile and crushing strength; 
chemists have examined shells before and after firing to determine 
the exact corrosive effect of the gases of combustion; the products 
of combustion of various powders have been carefully analyzed; 
experiments have been made to ascertain if galvanic action is 
responsible for the brittleness; but all to no avail. Experiments 
show that this brittleness is characteristic of all smokeless pow- 
ders, and is in no way due to the material used in the shells, 
process of manufacture or kind of gun used. No manufacturers 
of rifle ammunition are to-day able to successfully and satisfac- 
torily produce a smokeless powder shell suitable for reloading, 
and for this reason the Winchester Repeating Arms Co. cautions 
its patrons against the reloading of smokeless powder rifle ammu- 
nition, and wishes to do its utmost to discourage this practice. 

“In confirmation of the above statements, we quote Soom Lieut.- 
Col. J. P. Farley, commander of the Frankford Arsenal, in his 
report to the Chief of Ordnance, U. S. A., under date of June 
19, 1896 (Report of the Chief of Ordnance, 1896, p. 85), in which 
he says: * * * ‘That the newly discovered defect of brittleness 
in fired .30cal. cases is confined to no special metals or modes of 
manufacture, but is liable to develop in any case that has been 
fired and allowed thereafter a period of rest.’ 

“Under date of Sept. 21, 1896, Lieut. L. M. Fuller, of the Ord- 
nance Department, U. S. A., reports to the commander of the 
Frankford Arsenal (Report of the Chief of Ordnance, 1896, p. 85): 
‘From the very extensive experiments made at this arsenal it is 
evident that no cases manufactured up to the present date are 
fit for reloading as ball cartridges. It is even a question as to 
whether it is advisable to reload as blanks the fired cases manu- 
factured up to the present date, for while several thousand have 
been so reloaded as blanks, it must be exported by the depart- 
ment that from 3 to 5 per cent. of these will split in the body of 
the case.’ 

“Again, Lieut.-Col. J. P. Farley, commander of the Frankford 
Arsenal, in his report of Sept. 24, 1896, to the Chief of Ordnance, 
U. S. A. (Report of the Chief of Ordnance, 1896, p. 85), says: 
‘The employment of our product up to date for reloading as ball 
cartridges is shown by the within report to be out of the ques- 
tion. Therefore it is that I respectfully recommend that no 
cartridge cases manufactured up to the present date be used for 
reloading as ball cartridges, and that only the best selected be 
employed for blank cartridges.’ 

“The construction of all Winchester guns is such that a rup- 
tured shell can in no way injure either the shooter or the gun. 

“Wincuester Repeatinc Arms Co., 
“New Haven, Conn., U. S. A. 


” 


Zettler Rifle Club. 


New York, Feb. 14.—The shooting programme of the annual 
allery prize shoot under the auspices of the Zettler Rifle Club, 
19 Bowery, New York, beginning Feb. 20 and ending on Feb, 22, 
provides two events, both open to all comers. The first will be 
on the 26-ring target. Any .22 short cartridge allowed. Tickets 
of three shots, thirty five cents. Tickets unlimited, but only 
one prize obtainable by one shooter. There are eighteen 
prises) ranging from $25 to $2. A premium of $3 will 
be given for the five best tickets; $2 for the three best. The 
second event is the bull’s-eye target. Three shots, 50 cents, on 
4in. bull’s-eye. Entries unlimited, but only one prize by one 
shooter. Best single shot to count by measurement. There are 
twelve prizes, ranging from $15 to $1. For the most points, $3; 
second most points, $2. The committee are Reinhold Busse, 
chairman; H. Holges, L: P. Hansen, C. Zettler, Jr, W. A. 
Hicks, Gus Nowak, secretary; B. Zettler, shooting master. 


Grap-Shooting. 


Leading dealers in sportsmen’s supplies have advertised 
in our columns continuously for almost a quarter century. 











If you want your shoot to be announced here send in 
notice like the following: 





Fixtures. 


Feb. 16-19.—Hot Springs, Ark.—Second annual midwinter tour- 
nament, First four days, targets; last day, live birds. $1,100 added 
money. Programmes ready Jan. 15, Send your address for one to 
Jno. J. Sumpter, jt Box 111, Hot Springs, Ark. 

Feb. 17.—Lyndhurst, N. J.—Open sweepstake at live birds on 
the grounds of the Lyndhurst Shooting Association; 25 birds, $10 
entrance, birds extra. Take Erie to Rutherford, or the D., L. & 
W. to Lyndhurst. T. W. Morfey, Sec’y. 

Feb. 18-20.—Davenport, Ja.—Merchandise tournament of the 
West End Gun Club, L. Haneman, Ses ; 

Feb. 20-22.—Tucson, Ariz,—Fifth annual tournament of the Ari- 
zona State Sportsmen's Association, under the auspices of the 
Blue Rock Gun Club, of ‘Lucson. : ; : 

Feb. 22.—Atchison, Kan.—Tournament of the Atchison Gun Club. 
Live birds and targets. ene é 

Feb. 22.—Buffalo, N. Y.—Invitation target shoot of the Bison 
Gun Club. 

Feb. 22.—Sistersville, W. Va.—Tournament of the Sistersville Rod 
and Gun Club, p 

Feb. 22.—Pawling, N. Y.—Tournament of the Pawling Gun Club. 

Feb. 22.—New Haven, Conn.—Tournament of the New Haven 
Gun Club; targets. W. H. Hazel, Sec’y. 

Feb. .—Worcester, Mass.—Tournament of the Worcester 
Sportsmen’s Club at North Pond Shooting Park; targets. V. D. 

enerson, Sec’y. ; 

Feb. 22.—Bound Brook, N. J.—Opening shoot of the Bound 
Brook Gun Club. Live birds. i 

Feb. 22-23.—Lexington, Ky.—Tournament of the Lexington Gun 
Club; targets, crows and pigeons. V. K. Dodge, Sec’y. 

Feb. 22-23.—Buffalo, .—Second annual midwinter tourna- 
ment at Audubon, Park, under the management of E. W. Garpe. 

ets, added. 
Tae 293 - Heery, Ii!l,—Tournament of the Henry Live Bird 
Club at the Big Four Driving Park. Targets and live birds. 

March 810.—St. Thomas, Ont.—Tournament of the St. Thomas 
Gun Club. Targets and live birds. Added money, and an in- 
ternational live-bird trophy. Under the management of Jack 

r. 
"i 15-18.—Utica, N. Y.—Tournament of the Oneida County 
Sportsmen’s Association. Live birds and targets. Open to all. 
enry L. Gates, Pres. : 

March 22-23.—Stanhope, Ia.—Central Iowa shooting tournament, 
for amateurs only. Gold medal representing Iowa championship. 
Manufacturers’ agents allowed to shoot for price of targets and 
birds. 

ch 22-24.+Elkwood Park, Long Branch, N, J.—Interstate As- 
csaiion's sixth annual Grand American Handicap. 25 birds, $25, 
birds extra; $1,500 0 gosrentecd to the three high guns; $600, $500 and 
om alt oan halons, Kans.—Interstate shoot. Two days tar 
c Vy — F © 
arene day live birds; $00 a day added, W. W. Melihany, 


y- 
April 1—Reading, Pa.—Annual tournament of the 
pototema tate Sportsmen's Association, under the auspices of 
the Independent Gun Club, of Reading. A. Knauer, Sec’y. 
April 5-8.—Baltimore, Md.—Annual spring tournament_of the Bal- 
timore Shooting Association. Geo. L. Harrison, Sec’y-Treas, 
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April 7-8.—Platte City, Mo—Annual spring tournament of the 
Platte City Gun Club, 8. Redman, Sec’y. 

April 7-8.—St. Louis, Mo.--Tournament for amateurs only at 
the Du Pont shooting park, under the management of J. A: 


Corry. 

April 13-16.—Atchison, Kan.—Manufacturers’ fourth annual tour: 
nament. Added money later. Jack Parker, Manager; Lon Er- 
hardt, ee 

April 19-22.—Des Moines, Ia.—Charley Budd's shoot. First three 
days, targets: $350 added. Fourth day, live birds; 25 birds, $25, 
handicap, $50 added. 

April 27-28.--Peru, Ind.—Second annual amateur tournament. 
ee Parker, Manager. Address all communications to J. L. 

ead, Peru, Ind. 

May 17-20.— —, ——.—Tournament of the New Jersey State 
Snortsmen’s Association. T. H. Keller, Sec’y. 

_May_ 18-19.—Crawfordsville, Ind.—Tournament of the Crawfords- 
ville Gun Club. C. E. Lacy, sec’y. 
és May. xn Waterers la.—Annual tournament of the Waterloo 

sun ub. 

May 24-27.—Omaha, Neb.—Twenty-second annual tournament of 
o, ebraska State Sportsmen's Association. F. S. Parmelee, 

ec’y. ; 

May 30,—Canajoharie, N. Y.—Decoration Day shoot of the Cana- 
joharie Gun Clup. Targets. Charles Weeks, Sec’y. 

June cone, O.—Annual tournament of the Magautrap 
Gun Club. O. B. Marvin, Bony. 

June 8-10.—Parkersburg, W. Va.—Second annual tournament of 
the West Virginia State Sportsmen’s Association. Address all 
communications to Ed O. Bower, Sec’y, Sistersville, W. Va. 

June_14-15.—Indianapolis, Ind.—Annual tournament of the Jn- 
diana Trap-Shooters’ League of Indiana, on the grounds of the 
Limited Gun Club. 

- uae 14-15.—Stillwater, Minn.—Tournament of the Stillwater Gun 
ub. 
une 15-17.—Cleveland, O.—Fifth annual tournament of the 
Cleveland Target Co. Bluerocks thrown free of charge. Profes- 
sionals and manufacturers’ agents barred from programme events. 

June_20-24.—Rochester, N. Y.—Annual tournament of the New 
York State Association, under the auspices of the Rochester Rod 
and Gun Club. Live birds and targets. 

June 21-23.—Sioux City, Ia.—Fourth annual amateur tournament 
of the 500 Gun Club. Three sets of traps. W. F. Duncan, Treas. 

July 19-21,—Palmyra, Mo.—Eighth annual tournament of the 
Missouri Amateur Shooting Association, under the management 
of the Palmyra Gun Club. Targets and live birds. Added money 
announced later. W. N. sates, Sec’y. 








DRIVERS AND TWISTERS. 


Club secretaries are invited to send their scores for publication in 
these columns, also any news notes they may care to have printed, Ties 
in all events are considered as divided unless o'herwise reported. Mail 
all such matter to Forest and Stream Publish'ng Company, 346 Bread- 
way, New York. 





There was quite an excitement down at Rockaway Park, L. I., 
last week. The Cuckoos, as the members of the Rockaway Point 
Rod and Gun Club are called, were, of course, right in it. Two 
detectives and a coroner suddenly appeared at the Cuckoos’ club 
house, carefully surrounding it and shutting off all means of 
egress, thus capturing all the club members most successfully. 
‘The “prisoners’’ were informed that they must consider them- 
selves under arrest until the mystery of the human foot, reported 
to have been seen on the club house ash-heap, had been cleared 
amg, The foot was supposed to be a vallable clew to the identity 
of the man whose trunk and portion of one leg been found 
recently floating in the East River. Luckily for the captive 
Cuckoos, the mystery was soon cleared up; the human foot 
turned out to be an old bear’s paw, an ancient heirloom of the 
Cuckoos that had long outlived any usefulness or any significance 
that its presence at Rockaway Park might have had. Joe Bourke, 
the future citizen of the Klondike region, who was one of the 
captured ones, quickly regained his cheerfulness, and informed 
the coroner that, though every good and loyal Cuckoo was rated 
Al at pulling anybody's leg, as a rule they covered their tracks 
most craftily, while the victims themselves, for their own peace 
of mind, were very seldom heard from, 


On the evening of Jan. 28 the Guelph Trap and Game Club, 
of Guelph, Can., held their annual meeting for general business 
and election of officers for the ensuing year. There was a fair 
attendance of members, The treasurer's report showed the club 
to be in a flourishing condition financially. It was arranged that 
on Good Friday the Hon, President and President should choose 
sides and shoot a pigeon match, losers to pay for the suppers. 
The following is a list of- officers chosen: on. President, His 
Honor Judge Chadwick; President, H. H. Cull, Sr.; Vice- 
Presidents, C. Quinn, R. S. Cull; Treasurer, L. Singular; Sec- 
retary, G. Porteous; Executive Committee: C, Quinn, W. G. 
Mitchell, J. Thatcher; Auditors: Geo. Richardson, A, G. Cull; 
Captain, A. G, Cull, 

The Chicago Inter-Ocean has this to say of the great forth- 
coming event in the trap world: “Local trap-shooters are takin: 
a great deal of interest in the Grand American Handicap, whic 
will be decided at Elkwood, N, J., March 22 to 2, It is ex- 
pected that upward of 200 entries will be made from the different 
parts o1 the country. ‘ine winner of the first vege will receive a 
purse of $1,200 and the championship trophy. his is the largest 
amount of money ever offered for an affair of this kind. he 
team which will leave from Chicago about March 19 will be 
known as _ the Western team, and will comprise shooters from 
porate in Illinois outside of the city, and from Wisconsin, Iowa, 
ndiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Nebraska and Utah. If the 
Western team makes a good showing in the tourney, an_ effort 
will be made to have the big handicap shoot held in this city 
next year.” 


Paul Litzke writes us that: “On Jan. 81, at je lin, Mo., W. 
G. Sergeant and W. W. Mclihany shot a match for the medal 
representing the championship of southeastern Kansas and south- 
western Missouri. The conditions were 50 targets, unknown an- 
gles. This resulted in a win for Sergeant by to 42, MclIihany 
challenged him nin. and this match was shot .on Feb. 7, On 
this occasion McIlhany won, the score being 44 to 41. Sergeant was 
not satisfied with this, and in turn challenged MclIvhany, and 
further requested that the match take place at once, as he in- 
tended to start for Hot Springs soon. MclIlhany immediately 
shot him another race, winning by a somewhat improved score, 
46 to Sergeant's 43.” 


Mr. John L. Lequin, Secretary-Treasurer of the Interstate As- 
sociation, under date of Feb. 11 writes us as follows: “Mr. Ed 
ward Banks advises me that he has resigned his position as trap 
editor of the Forest anp Stream to take the scorers of the 
American E. C. & Schultze Powder Co., Limited, and he asks 
that he be released from membership of the handicapping com- 
mittee for the Grand American Handicap of 1898. This Associa- 
tion has accepted his resignation, under the circumstances, and 
we hasteh to advise you so, that you may make it public through 
your paper.” 


The amateur championship commences on Tuesday, Feb. 22, 
and will last two days. As already announced, the conditions are 
100 birds per man, $100 entrance. The event this year will be 
brought off on the grounds of the Carteret Club, at Garden City, 
L. I. It is hardly necessary to add that George S. McAlpin is 
the favorite; but such was the case last year, yet he suffered a 
comparatively easy defeat at the hands of R. A. Welch, of Phila- 
delphia, who won with a score of 92, a great total under the con- 
ditions, 


On Feb. 11 the Hazelwood Gun Club, of Pittsburg, held a meet- 
ing and elected officers as follows: President, John N. Crossland; 
First Vice-President, John G. Messner; Second Vice-President 
T. C. Munson; Secretary-Treasurer, John MeNeil; Captain and 
Manager, 4 N. Crossland; Shooting Committee, J. G. Wyman, 
“ O' EL. enny, T. C. Munson, J. G. Messner and John Mc- 

cil. The. club expects to have its new ground in order for the 
monthly shoot, Feb. 17. 


Rolla Heikes and Charley Budd settle their little trouble ebout 
the Stove-Lid and its ownership next Tuesday, Feb. 22, The scene 
of the struggle will be the same as in the mm-Heikes match 
on Jan. 1 a the present year, viz., Dayton, O., the home of the 
bald eagle of the Bhio Valley. Quite a lot of the boys who have 
been attending the Hot Springs shoot will stop off at Dayton 
on their way home and witness the discussion. 


This is the week of the Hot Springs shoot, and from present 
indications it looks as though there was going to be a good at- 
tendance at the Arkansas health resort, 
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Despite the fog, which was thick enough to almost hide the 
targets at times, the Bergen County Gun Club held a pleasant 
all-day shoot at Hackensack, N. J., on Lincoln’s Birthday, Sat- 
urday last. The main event was for the President’s cup, 50 tar- 
gets, unknown angles. Capt. Money, of the American EC. & 
Schultze Powder Co., won the cup with 45 out of 50; his nearest 
competitors were Edward Banks, of the same company, and Ferd 
Van Dyke, of the Winchester utes Arms Co., who tied on 
for second honors. In the W-A event, a 50-target handicap 
race, Van Dyke very appropriately won first prize, 100 shells 
loaded with WA powder—the powder he always shoots; his 
score was 47 from scratch. Banks, scratch, and Money, 9 extras, 
tied for second prize—75 shells loaded with W-A powder—on 46. 


The entry list for the Carteret amateur championship closed 
Feb. 16 with a total of 11 entries, as follows: G. S. McAlpin, W. W. 
Watrous, R. A. Welch, H. B. Gilbert, W. S. Edey, Louis T. 
Duryea, Leonard Finletter, T. S. Dando, W. A. H. Stafford, ( 
M. Chapin and C. S. Guthrie. Of the above, R. A. Welch, last 
year’s winner; Leonard Finletter and T. S. Dando hail from 
Philadelphia; C. S. Guthrie is a Pittsburger; all the others 
are from New York. McAlpin is, of course, the favorite, second 
choice being practically divided between Welch, Finletter, Duryea 
and Gilbert. Edgar Murphy, who won the qhamptearitp at 
Larchmont in "96, may be a post-entry; and if he should shoot, 
he is bound to be a factor in the race. Capt. A. W. Money will 
referee the match, which will last two days, Feb. 22-23. 


Tessier of next week is Washington's Bisthdy, and as usual 
there will be plenty of shooting going on around New York. Every 
club seems to be holding a shoot of its own, a proceeding that 
prevents there being a good attendance at any particular gather- 
ing. One of the most popular meetings in this vicinity promises 
to be the target tournament at Pawling, N. Y., some ninety min- 
utes from New York city over the Harlem Railroad. 


Wednesday of this week, Feb. 16, is the date set for the second 
semi-monthly prize shoot of the Boiling Springs Gun Club at 
Rutherford, N. J, These semi-monthly gatherings are always full 
of tun, and afford a means for getting a good afternoon's sport 
at the trap. Under the eee of Colin R. Wise the Boiling 
Serings Gun Club is booming along, and is at the present mo- 


ment one of the most active clubs in the neighborhood of New 
York. 


And still they come! This speties to the entries for the Grand 
American Handicap, March 24, 1898. All those who intend 
entering for this event should not lose sight of the fact that 
entries close on March 17, handicaps being awarded on March 
19. All entries made after March 17 will have to pay $10 extra 


for the privilege of shootine in this, the greatest live-bird event 
of the year. 


The handicapping committee for the Grand American Handicap 
is now reduced to three members, Messrs. Jacob Pentz, Will K. 
Park and Elmer E. Shaner. The fourth member of that committee, 
as appointed by the Interstate Association at its annual meeting 
last ber was Edward Banks, the late trap editor of the 
Forrst awp Stream. Mr. Banks having become the secretar 
of the American E. C. & Schultze Powder Co., he has accord- 
ingly resigned as one of the handicap committee, a post he filled 
for the past two years, and that committee now stands as above. 
The committee meets on March 19 next. 


Secretary Lautenslager, of the Herron Hill Gun Club, of Pitts 
burg, writes us that at a regular meeting of his club, held Tues- 
dey, Feb. 8 the club decided that it would not be a candidate 
for the honor of holding the Pennsylvania State shoot in 1899. 
He adds that his club therefore releases all delegates who 
pledged themselves at Oil City, Pa., last June, to support the 
claims of the Herron Hill Gun Club at the coming annual 
meeting of the association. The club tenders them a vote of 
thanks for their promises of such support. 

Jack Winston is shooting again. At Indianapolis, Ind., on 
Friday last, Feb. 11, he shot a 100-target race with E. E. Neal, of 
Bloomfield, Ill., but was beaten by one bird. The scores read 
remarkably low, viz., 69 to 68. Vinston has also challenged 
George C. Beck, of Indianapolis, for the possession of the Grand 
Hotel cup, now held by Beck. The date set for the shoot is 
Feb. 28. Winston will have to brace up if he hopes to defeat 
Mr. Beck, who is perhaps better known as “McVey.’ 

Writing to a friend in New York, Hood Waters, late of Balti 
more, Md., but now agent in Seattle, Wash., for the Dyea and 
Dawson City Transportation Co., of that city, says that he has 
already gotten into the shooting circles of Seattle, and purposed 
going out to a shoot on. Tan. 29 last. He stated that he was 
“going to buy a round-trip ticket to make sure.” Hood has to 
be ver eth out of form when he can’t make both ends lap 
over a foot or two when he goes to a shooting match. 


James Carraher, one of the representatives of the Baker Gun 
Co., of Batavia, N. Y., is now in the city, and expects to make 
a stay here of about a couple of weeks. Mr. Carraher has an 
easy job of it, not having to waste much breath in talking up 
the article he carries with him; the Baker gun is so well known 
that it requires but little oratory of its salesmen to recommend it. 

J. A. H. Dressel, President of the Interstate Association, and 
ohn J. Hallowell, of the U. > Co., were visitors at the 

erron Hill Gun Club’s shoot at Davis island, Pittsburg, Pa 
on Monday, Feb. 7. Hallowell’s scores are given elsewhere, and 


it is perhaps only fair to say that “So-So’s” scores must not be 
attributed to Mr. Dressel. 
In the 100target race at Indianapolis on Feb. LL Jim Elliott 


made the highest total for a scratch man, scoring 95 out of his 
100. He was tied for first money by Beck, whom we presume 
to have received a handicap allowance. Rolla Heikes and Sim 
Glover broke 98 each and divided second money with Graham 
and Thompson. 


Dr. Schwartz, of this city, won the gold medal for the best 
average made in the live-bird shoots of the Unknown Gun Club, 
of New York, during the season of 1897. This club shoots regu- 
larly every month at Dexter Park, and is one of the popular 
live-bird clybs of the city. 


Owing to the ted statements going the rounds re- 
garding a slight accident that happened to Capt. A. W., Money 
at Hackensack, N. J., on Saturday last, we can authoritativel 
state that beyond a slight abrasion of the skin on his right thum 
from contact with the trigger guard nothing further resulted 
from the discharge of a shell that exploded when his gun was 
being closed. 

George Mosher, of the Syracuse Arms Co., was in the city on 
Friday last, Feb. 11, making a brief visit on his way home. Mr. 
Mosher says that the Hollenbeck gun is all right, and that plenty 
of them are finding their way into the hands of the shooters of 
this country. 

Billy Fieles, of Christiania, Pa., is doing a little shooting now 
and then; his scores show that his hand has not lost its cun- 
ning, notwithstanding a scarcity of practice that might make 
many a better shot nothing more than a tyro when it came to 
shooting live birds. If Billy is not at Reading there’ll be some- 
thing missing at Pennsylvania's next State shoot. 

The Central Iowa tournament will be held at Stanhope, March 
22 and 23. It will be a competition for amateurs only. A gold 
m representing the championship of Iowa, will be given on 
the second day’s shoot. Manufacturers’ agents may shoot for 
the price of targets and birds, but may not share in any of the 
purses. 

As already announced, the Bison Gun Club, of Buffalo, N. Y., 
will hold an all-day target shoot on Washington's Birthday. The 
club is now engag in a_series of five-men team races at live 
birds with the enovia Gun Club, of Buffalo. The conditions 
ee per man. The first match took place on Saturday last, 

eb. 

The Butler Gun Club, Butler, Pa., at a recent meeting elected 
officers for 1898, as follows: President, J. L. Colbert; Vice- 
President, I. E. Starr; ery Ee . Gum ; Treasurer, 
Cc. H. Miller; Captain, _om eisenstein; irectors, F. H. 
McCrea and A. E. Russell. 

The Sistersville Rod and Gun Club, Sistersville, W. Va., has 
issued an enticing p: mme for Feb. 22. There are twelve 
events, 10 to 26 birds. Moneys divided 40, 30, 20 and 10 per cent. 
“Everybody » mobody barred,” is on the programme in 
big letters. . 

The Schenectady Gun Club has issued invitations to its friends 

to ek om in a shoot on Feb. 22. All events are at 16 tar- 

gets, entrance, targets included. Those who wish to shoot 

ut entering in the purses are welcome to do so. 

M, F. Lindsley was one of the visitors at the tenth 

y shoot of the Philadelphia Trap-Shooters’ League on Feb. 
was accompanied 


by Tom Kell d 
on Linisey _—_ y Tom ale, oo the result 
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FOREST AND STREAM. 


John S. Wright, manager of the Brooklyn, N. Y., Gun Club, 
states that his club will hold an all-day shoot at targets on Thurs- 
day, March 10. Manager Wright promises that there will be 
some specially attractive events on the programme for that date. 

John Gaughen was in great form on Saturday last at the live- 
bird shoot of the New Utrecht Gun Club at Woodlawn. He won 
the club shoot with a total of 13 straight, and also won one of 
the special prizes for the day with 7 straight. 


With Fred Gilbert in possession of three of the four champion- 
~- trophies in sight, the air, so far as challenges go, is wonder- 
fully clear and bright. What will happen, supposing Heikes 
should defeat Budd on Tuesday next? 

Carl von Lengerke, who has charge of the bicycle department 
in the store of Von Lengerke & Detmold, 318 Broadway, has 
been seriously ill for the past few days, and is still confined to 
to his bed in his Jersey City home. 

The Bergen County Gun Club, of Hackensdck, N. J., will hold 
an all-day shoot.at targets on Washington's Birthday. Sweeps 
and special events will fill up the day’s programme. 

At Lebanon, N. J., on March 3, Louis Hildebrandt will give 
a live-bird shoot, birds 15 cents apiece, open sweeps, $5 entrance. 





WESTERN TRAPS. 


Cuicaco, Feb. 5.—Editor Forest and Stream: In your issue of 
this day a correspondent, my respected friend, Mr. A. C, Pater- 
son, in speaking of my comments on the distribution of the sur- 
plus, remaining in the treasury from moneys subscribed or donated 
toward the entertainment of Kansas City sportsmen recently, 
among other things says: “His (my) expressions are it seems 
that the portion remaining be returned on percentage of amount 
donated,” and upon it bases criticism. 

Nothing said by me to any one, or written and published, war- 
rants any such statement. was chairman of the entertainment 
committee. At my suggestion the committee sent invitations 
to all known local sportsmen and certain other persons, or intended 
to do so, inclosing tickets to a banquet, naming price of each 
ticket, the moneys to include the expense of holder and guest. 
Several returned the tickets they received, and inclosed checks, 
evidently thinking there might be a deficiency of moneys. It 
was an act of courtesy; and my proposal was to return those per- 
sons the money they so kindly sent to us; not to those who fad 
simply paid for tickets and for whom provision was made at the 
banquet. It necessarily follows that a note thanking the con- 
tributors would have accompanied the return check. In my 
opinion—and I know that gentlemen sportsmen concur—it would 
have been a courteous way of disposing of the surplus. 


Cuares E. Ferron. 


In Minnesota. 

Curcaco, Ill., Feb. 12—The Minneapolis Gun Club held its 
annual meeting Feb. 7. The treasurer reported fifty-eight paid- 
up members, with $359 in the treasury. r. &. S. Johnston was 
re-elected president, Mr. W. T. Shattuck secretary. embers pres- 
ent were: E. W, Ensign, N. Nelson, W. E. Nelson, C. Weigand, 
C. B. Teale, W. T. Shattuck, James Ford, W. Tarbell, W. W. Mc- 
Queen, A. E. Pae el, Dr. C. E. Dutton, S.A. Neill C. Fleming, 
D. S. Carroll, S. S. Johnston, G. J. McGraw, P. J. hiclen. 

S. S. Johnston and W. P. Shattuck were unanimously re-elected 
president and vice-president for the ensuing year. The other 
officers chosen were: G. J. McGraw, Secretary; L. E. Parker, 
Assistant Secretary; N. P. Nelson, Treasurer; E. W. Ensign, 
Field Captain. According to the articles of the constitution, the 
officers of the Association constitute the board of directors. The 
following new members were received into the club: J. F. Bell, 
H. C. Smith, J. I, Brown, J. W. Fitzgerald, H. §. y, J. W. 
Ray, J. O’Brien, Fred Hawkins, V. Cordella, C. A. Gram and G, 
H. Brown. 

Herman Jassoy this week won for the third time the Torinus 
medal of the Stillwater Gun Club, and it now becomes his per- 
sonal property. 


In Dakota. 


The following synopsis of the doings of the notable Fargo Gun 
Club has been prepared by the enterprising officers, Mr. S, S. 
Lyon, president, and Mr. C, E. Robbins, secretary. Such clubs 
are a power in the land. The circular reads: 

“The Fargo Gun Club, organized in 1888, holds an enviable place 
in the estimation of sportsmen wherever its name is known. 

“The officers and members of this club have always been active 
in promoting sport with rod and gun. Our present game warden 
system and law for game protection were secured by their efforts. 

“Its members have maintained the reputation of the club and 
Fargo by often defeating in tournaments, open to all, the crack 
shots of this and other States. Among the notable events won 
by the club at our State tournament may be mentioned, first 
average, four-men team shoot, and State championship in 18965. 
First average and team shoot in 1896, and in 1 the State cham 
pionship. > 

“The club hold¥’an elegant challenge cup for a five-men team 
State championship. An attempt will be made this year to ob 


tain a chal ange trophy without cost to the club, to be shot for - 


by the individual members of gun clubs in Cass county. 
“The club will appoint a committee of three members to handi 

cap the better shots when shooting the badge or trophy events 

this season, and give the new shooters an equal chance to win 
rizes. 

pWe believe you are interested in field snorts and will take 

pleasure in being a member of a gun club with such an excellent 

record, that will continue to be a credit to the city.” 


In Michigan. 


A transaction of considerable importance was this week con- 
cluded at Detroit, wherein the well-known sporting ground known 
as Fighting Island, eight miles below Detroit, was purchased by 
Mike McDonald, a well-known politician of Chicago. Mr. Me- 
Donald is going to establish an American Monte Carlo, where all 
sorts of games may be found. The trap-shooting feature will not 
be overlooked, but will now probably become a mimor attraction. 
This island fot its name because of the fact that q prize fight 
was once held there to escape the interference of the law. The 
Indian name of the island was Des-Chree-Shos-ka, a name which 
is known wherever there is a reader of the sportsmen’s journals. 
Jack Parker has made it famous. 


Tn Wisconsin, 

The Jolly Gun Club, of Milwaukee, Wis., will hold a State 
tournament on its grounds March 6, and the event bids fair 
to draw a good crowd. Palmyra, Waukesha, Sheboygan and 
other Wisconsin cities will send good delegations. 


At Kansas City. 

The following scores were made by the Stock Yards Gun 
Club at its monthly medal shoot the past week: R. G. Hendley 
12, G. M. Walden 12, S. A. Tucker 12, E. Fletcher 12, A. Kelley 
12, George Stockwell 11, Paul North 11, G. Mustion 10, G, Olan 
der 10, A. Isaacson 9, S. Fry 9, M. Steele 9, L. Nutter 5. Paul 
North and S. A. Tucker, prominent in the sporting trade, shot 
a little race, and the Parker gun man beat the blue rock caterer 
out by one bird. 


At St. Louis. 


The following were the scores in the contest for the King trophy, 
emblematic of the club target championship, at Du Pont Park. 


St. Louis, Feb. 6: 

Kling ........ 0011.11010011101.11111011.111101111111010111110101111 ~ 88 
Kling, Jr, 19. aoa 1.011 101001001101111001000001110—26 
Taylor ....... 1110119111111111111101111110111110111011110011111 | ~4 


Hanson, 10. . .11100010001111001100100111010101011011011001011011—28 


10001111 "4-95 
Stroh, 20. . ...11101001011011100010111011111101111011110011001101—88 
11111100110001010101 


-- 7 
Selzer ........ 100002000101111211119111111191110111101101111011101 -- 43 
Mallinkrodt,9 eee 
Following the medal score sweeps were shot. Scores: 
bee, dddsdsd Bee, dedeees 
8: argets: 
oder’. re 19 2121 .. Be PONS cise. vite OP pe MR as: 6ac. 
Stroh ....... i es’ ae ue 17 Mudd .......... Ws ass 
saylor spank 20 23 22... .. 23... Carpenter 16 18 14 
Kling ....... 202428......18 Tatam voted oD ai 
Hanson ..... 8 .. 3% 13:10 19 19) Duncan 2.666506 00 0. 
Bellecour ... 16 .. 16 .. 181516 Kroll . ; 14 21 
Mallinkrodt.. .. 20 20 .. Kling, Jr 


An amateur tournament ‘will be held at Du Pont ‘Park, St. 
Louis, April 7, 8, 9. and it is hoped the team race between St. 
Louis and Kansas City may be pulled off then. St. Louis sends 
a good representation to Hot Springs shoot. 

In the Far West. 

In the far West, on ground where once the buffalo and an’ 

ranged, the sportsmen of to-day ect out target traps. At 


[Fes. 19, 1898. 


Timber, Mont., the local gun club numbers forty, and its grounds 
are on the banks of the historic Yellowstone. ‘At Kingfisher, 
Okla., the Kingfisher Gun Club publishes.a challenge to any club 
in the Territory of Oklahoma to shoot a match for $100 a side. 
The Arizona Citizen, of Tucson, Ariz., has the following to say 
in regeee to the coming tournament of its gun club: 

“The Bluerock Gun Club has on exhibition some of the medals 
and prizes to be shot for at the coming tournament on Feb. 20, 
21 and 22. Most conspicuous is a silver cup donated by Mr. J. : 
Hallowell, late president of the club, in commemoration of break- 
ing the American record on inanimate targets by breaking 154 
straight. The cup will be contested for on the afternoon of the 
22d in a §@-bird handicap race.” 

In the territorial team contest the Tucson team at present holds 
the medal. The conditions of this State team contest are, 4-men 
teams, at 30 singles and 10 pairs per man. 

It seems that Mr. George Work, of New York city, well known 
among the club shooters of that metropolis, is sojourning at 
Phoenix, Ariz. He is matched to shoot a pigeon race, 100 birds 
$250, with Joe Holmes, of Phoenix, and at last accounts the local 
men did not think the visitor sure of winning. 


Club Organizations. 


At Gibson, Ill., steps were last week taken for the organization 
of a gun club. Officers elected were: President, Jas. Pierpont; 
Vice-President, W. J. McIntyre; Treasurer, H. L. Gregory; Sec- 
retary, L. A. Cranston. 

The Chagrin Falls Gun Club, of Ohio, organized anew this week 
and elected the following officers: President, M. M. Crotty; Vice- 
President, Dr. G. D. Cameron; Secretary, Charles E. Baer; Treas- 
urer, Robert Graham; Captain, T. G. Cathan; Trustees: Frank 
Bradley, L, E, Whitney and Frank M. Vackar. 

At Fort Dodge, Ia., another gun club was organized Jast week 
with the following officers: President, Frank Trusty; Vice-Pres- 
ident, Severt Thompson; Secretary, Mac Alger; Treasurer Smith; 
Trustees: Geo. Kehm, Severt Thompson and Henry Ruge. 


Club Election. 


At the annual meeting of the Pekin Gun Club of Illinois, the 
folowing, officers were this week elected: President, Herman 
Becker; Vice-President, Lawrence Hagny; srenenrer, J M. James; 
Corresponding Secretary, Julius eee Financial Secretary, Ed 
Jaeger. Hoven. 


1206 Boyce Buiipinc, Chicago, Il. 


Cuicaco, Feb. 12.—The Henry Live-Bird Club, of Henry, IL., 
announces that it will give a live-bird and target tournament 
Feb. 22 and 23, 1898, on the grounds of the “Big 4” race track, 
under American Association rules. 

o one barred; no handicap; open to the world; commencing 
at 9:30 A. M. Lunch served on the grounds. There will be three 
moneys in events of 15 entries or under and four moneys in events 
of over 15 entries. ‘ 

Watson's Park. 


During the past week quite a few birds have been trapped in 
practice events, 

he warm and moist atmosphere has been the means of taking 
away the greater part of the snow, and leaves the grounds in 
better condition to shoot over, though somewhat wet. 


Garfield vs. Eureka. 


During the early part of last year the Garfield Gun Club, of 
Chicago, issued a challenge to shoot any club of Cook county 
a series of six team races, three to be at targets and three at live 
birds, the teams to be of ten men each. The target contests were 
shot during last summer, two of which were won by the Eureka 
Club. The first of the live-bird contests was held to-day on the 

rounds of Watson’s Park, Burnside Crossing, Ill, and was 

rvely attended by members of each club, as well as by many 
of their friends. onsiderable interest was manifested by those 
in attendance during the entire day. The birds were a good lot, 
and in two instances only was it necessary to use the flush rope. 
The wind was a left-quartering incoming, though so light as not 
to prove troublesome. The sky was overcast part of the time, 
and the light was fair. Honors for highest scores were divided 
between Dr. G. Shaw and Ed Steck, who killed out straight. 
Many good kills were made during the match, of fast tailers and 
quartering birds, and those who witnessed the race showed their 
enthusiasm by their applause. 
ollowing are detailed scores of the team race, of 10 men per 
team, 10 birds per man, the losing team to pay for the birds 
American Association rules governed: 


Garfield Gun Club. Eureka Gun Club. 


S Palmer....... 0222201202— 7 eR eats: 0*12202122— 7 
Dr Shaw ...... 212222222210 L_ Goodrich. ... .2222200222— & 
A C Paterson. .222122222— 9 W Stannard. ...2200121022— 7 
1 Graham....... 2202200200— 5 Dr_Frothingh’m22122210*2— & 
RFR, 6. sve vind 0122210202 — 7 . Lord .......+ 1210222020— 7 
A _W. Fehrman.1012222%22— & Dr_ Miller...... 000002*212— 4 
H WER es dp cond 2222012002—- 7 F P Stannard.,..2202222020— 7 
E S Graham. . .222220222— 8 G Airey........ 220220°222— 7 
7 icks..... 0220112222— & E Bingham..... 0012222222— & 
Von Lengerke.22222222°2— 9-78 FE Steck........ 2222222222-—10-—7 


Following the termination of the team 
with $3 entrance: 

Bingham ‘ 
S Palmer. 
F Lord .. 
E Steck ... 
Darlington 
J Glover 


event was a 7-bird sweep, 






Miss-and-out, $1 entrance, birds included, each killing 5 
the money was shot up, 


straight, 


Palmer 
Steck 





Hicks 


It is quite probable that the second team test bew h 
Eureka and Garfield clubs will be shot at Wal son's "Park wext Sat. 
urday, Feb. 19, as on that day the Eureka b holds it# regular 


monthly contest. 
Eureka Gun Club. ~ 


The Eureka Gun Club, of Chi » will hold it ual meeti 
and banquet at the Lealand Hotel < of this ety, a evening a 
Feb. 22, at which the officers for the ensuing year will be elected. 


PATERSON. 


Pipestone Gun Club. 
Pipestone, Minn., Feb. 6.—Subjoined is the sc f th ipe- 
stone Gun Club, at the club’s bat to-day. The conditions —_ 
unknown angles: 






CE cccte depts eiveul atv’ 11011.1111100101111100111111111- 

AD SEP awvebecshesqanenenesinssnsseied 1101401010111114010111001 1110-41 
Te ee aes ennanten 10 1111101311110—15 
W Sommerville ......0ccccsccsecces -0101011 00111001011011—17 
EE SOUT N65 sovonwesntevatdacshitd 011001110111111001000110010000—15 
C Ridgway ..... bi iebiedeheiie tes - «-101101110111100111010111111011—22 
J, Sommerville ...............55 - - -100111001010100000010011010010—11 
C E Green ..... Stes wbtehies « - -O11111110110111110011111100111—23 
& *) ER YEE eee -» 11011111 

i EET ca bycuvcn tS ach scabapeser cobalt 011011200101100101010111001110—17 





Sistersville Rod and Gun Club. 


Sistersvitte, W. Va., Feb. 12.—The followin made 
on the local club grounds Thursday ima the 1 fit le informal 
shoot being in honor of our guest, Mr. ~~ F. Malis of St. 
varye, one of the vice-presidents of the State Sportsmen’s Asfo- 

ion: , 
Dade ........ «+ «MMMMUDDN0000090090919991199111111191991111111191191 49 
I F Mallory. ...12201111110121110019191111111111113110011111111011—44 
D MeVey.....OL111111111111110011101111111110111111111111101010—42 

We regret e ingly to be co lied to that 

Sister “ f, eptonds ly mpel announce the 
oO} 


i Club, as well as the ponenen i - 
West Virginia, are acon tp lose two o thelr. very 
Klondike’ gold fields.” We refer to Messrs. Dag Mf” Wallen way 
jondike 8. e refer . 

has been odie of the ° 

two years ago, also vice-p: 





Sportsmen’s Association, and Lou M, Scout). 

two gentlemen—and thorough gentlemen —_ oe ; wide ac- 

eaintance emeng the tative trap and field shooters of 

e country, all of whom I am sure will ly regret to hear of 

heir Sopemare, Doe Ms, Wollece and have been quite 

cuscenas 2p Seok ee, we sso. Sune Sia Oxety seater of 
eS 












Fp. 19, 1808.] 


FOREST AND STREAM. 


‘159 





IN NEW JERSEY. 


Hudsons Defeat the Rockaways. 


Feb. 7.—The second match of the series between the Rockaway 
Point Rod and Gun Club and the Hudson Gun Club was decided 
to-day at Marion ’ Each club has now one victory to its 
credit. The third and deciding contest will be held before long. 
The scores are as follows: 

Hudson Gun Club—Von Lengerke 20, De Long 18, Altz 17, 
O’Brien 16, Rhatigan 16, Heritage 16, Van Dyne 15, Thorning 15, 
McElroy 15, Bock 14, Wright 13, Banta 13—188. 

Rockaway Point Rod and Gun Club—Woods 20, Dudley 19, 
Coleman 19, Pete 19, Jones 17, Bourke 15, Loeble 15, Strader 13, 
Major 12, Bass 12, Wagner 11, Stoney 10—182. 

Forester Gun Club, of Newark. 

Feb. 12.—In spite of the threatening weather to-day, the Forester 
Gun Club got enough shooters together to have a pleasant day's 
sport. The heavy fog and rain bothered the shooters greatly at 
times. The following scores were made whenever the tog lifted 
sufficiently to allow any ORB. 







Events: 34567 8 910111213 
Angles: KURUUKRUKRURK 
Targets: 20 20 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 IK 
OF Perret ties wa 21374454775 475 
8 rr ee Oa Oe Bcd eh hahaa ak uni se 
TD MET cngccestdcctsdesesascs vo vs 9888 87999 7 9 
Wambold” ee 9.. 9.7... 8.... 7 6 8 
Dr Cummings . coon 2 6865-98 87 7T.. 
re Cummings..... ee, eon eS Se ae 
A RS RR Ne ere ko ey 496910 7 8 8 8 
H. E. Winans, Sec’y. 


Bergen County Gun Club. 


Notwithstanding the unfavorable weather conditions, trap- 
shooters were present in goodly numbers at the Bergen Count 
Gun Club’s shoot, Hackensack, on Saturday, the 12th inst. 
heavy fog supplemented the difficult propositions offered by a 
lively new set of expert blue rock traps. The targets were very 
fast as a rule. At times so dense was the fog the targets were 
almost lost to view when at the highest altitude of flight. Late 
in the afternoon the fog lifted, but not till the main events were 
over. Under the conditions the scores were good. i 

A free lunch was given to the shooters by the club. Mr. Geo 
P. Griffiths, the president, acted as cashier; John R. Banta, cap- 
tain, was a most efficient squad hustler, and Messrs. C. O. Gard 
ner, Jr., secretary, and H. D. Warner, treasurer, assisted efficiently. 

The main event was the President’s Cup, 50 birds, unknown 
angles. 





ollowing is the score: ° 
Capt Money........ PULLATADAOLLDEDOLLTD LOL POLLALED LL LELLLTTELELELIOLL— 
E Banks wr cececceces LIOLIOLTLOLLIONLLIOLIONLLOLLTLALTTETIOLLELIDLIELEL 42 
F Van Dyke........ LULDLAOLLETLLOLTLOLLLALELAL ELE LLLOLIOLIILILL LOLOL —42 
F. Everett.......... LLOLLDOTIOLILALALTLL LOLOL LL TL LOTTI LOLLILIOLLIO111—41 
Taylor........ DLDDLLLOVLDLLOLLLL ALD LLO101 11 11111001 10001 11011101 —a9 
Snyder... ......+++ OOOLOLLLADLLLLOOLLLLOLOLLIOOLILLDLILIDELILLIITLIL1O—39 
H Money.......s. 110101 1110111010100101 10001 1111101 110101001 1111101 —34 
FAG o cc cceceess . «  L1O11111 1000001 101 100101011 1001 10010010101 LOLI TLL — 30 
foplitz ....... . . 010010111101 1101010001 1101111011001 LOL 11 1011110001—81 
Raymond ........++ 1101111100001 10001010101 101010101010101 10011 L01110-—2s 
WR. ase ceecenved 001101110001001001 1001 1011101000101 100001010010100—22 


Sweepstakes for merchandise and cash prizes were shot off during 
the day, as follows: 













Events: 1234667 8 § 101112 

Targets: 10 10 15 25 25 15 15 25 25 25 25 20 

A) TI E54 scone op co Beh vdeb ce 8 51018......91291716.. 
G "Grifitlia...++-+++0+rerererervenee SF Rhee os og eo oe oe oe os 
T Were ic Pewee. Bae 
NS ER. gs cbdasasncnreet ni0s;. Cigatan: extend ae ok te seizes 
Capt Momey.......-ssseeseveees .. «- 15 22 23 15 15 20 18 20 18 19 
H Money... et Me See 
E Everett ..... owieu? a a 20 13 11 21 21 20 19 14 
i P Fessenden.... sae te Gee Was ch eae be hatektee vie 
i. De Woll.- ‘oe Sas any ot Se 
Toplitz ...... “a 91... BB 
eruaneseressceveceurn $e ek REP 
epebicvuesevewstine ee 605 ea TT 


., 22 15 15 24 18 22 25 18 
191010 .. .. 222415 


> com 
lo 


9... .. i7 18 i8 
9 :. ;. 20 18 10 


Nos. 8 and 9 were a 50-target race for a sweater, which was won 
by Harold Money. Nos. 10 and 11 were a 50-target race, known 
as the W-A event. 

Newark Gun Club. 
Feb. 10.—The club held a shoot of unusual interest on Erb’s 
ds to-day. Ne . : 
"Event No. i was under the following conditions: Four live 
birds, 28yds., $3 entrance, three moneys, American Association 
rules, The score was: C. vistgnt 4, Fairmont 3, Castle 4, Leu- 
thauser 4, L. Thomas 2, J. Erb 4, Van Dyke 3, Geoffroy 3, Bever- 
idge 4. : ‘ 
fo. 2 was a live-bird match for $50 a side between Chris Wright 
of Paterson, N. J., and G. iercy, of Jersey City. The birds 
were poor toward the last of the race, and were only a fair lot 
at best. Mr. Henry Hoegel refereed the match. The score: 


Trap score type---Copyright, 1895, by Forest and Stream Publishing Co. 


2154581281242884818142831 
TLLYAAPREAHAPAVAENK TC LH Le 


GH Piercy........- 02222022220422212222222292-21 
BQ2HGHSHSGIBLIAVRABHBHS®IAIBBHH4AS 
SLSKGEAA ar AL EP?CLANS LR LG 

Chris Wright........ 22211222220222022022222 2 2—22 


The club match, 10 birds each, 28yds. rise, $2 optional, three 
moneys, American Association rules, had twelve entries, Leuthau- 
ser making the only clean score. Second was shot miss-and-out, 
each shooter going back lyd. after each round. The score is as 
follows: 












Club Shoot. Shoot off. 
SOSthe. ciicccccceccccsrcvcvevcvevescvecceveoee 11111111*%*— 9 0 
En ee oaaS Soni at red tes back ee -» O122212111 - 9 1112122 
Canon 1212102221— 9 2210 
Wright 2221210122— 9 220 
Henry..... 2111201122— 9 
Fairmount.........-++ . 111222222 -- 9 
G WES so bedees'etes : snonanaas s 
a ee vite — 7 
emmcaner ei etasseehnte<aerstecenss 2111221 122—10 
seectboddopestsectes - .2022221222— 9 
Oe, de cha y conn dcneetsedessenesosadtese 2222222022— 
Fe ES sth od coabee bos teeee babe Caebdovabause MOLOOTTIZ— 6 idees 





Terry vs. Blodgett. 

‘eb. 9.—W. Terry, of Plainfield, N. J., and R. Bladgett, of 
Elisabeth, shot a race noe, at 50 live birds per man, $100 a 
side, on the grounds of the Elizabeth Gun Club. In this, as in 
their prior match on Feb. 2, Blodgett proved victorious. The 
weather was clear, with no wind, The birds were a fair lot, of 
which there were a few good ones. As the two contestants 
could. not agree upon a referee, two judges, Messrs. Dackerman 
and Campbell, were selected, who in turn agreed upon Mr. Hagle, 
of Newark, for referee. Quite a crowd witnessed the match. Terry 
was shot out on the 48th round. Each shot King’s Smokeless, 


pany 3%drs.. Blodgett 3drs. Each shot 1%oz. No. 7 shot in U. M._ 
Cc. s 


ells. The score follows: 
Trap score type—Copyright, 1595, by Forest and Stream Publishing Co. 


AS Dt PEST SER ALAS SS 

HL ALAC SAK ACAPATRAKA 

W Terry......-. re toos Tg 100933 893 3909s 
41142455853124811281221 
SYA ANIA A Tee teers 
222I2IVLLVLOL2LHLI22e121 —ei—w 
5128185281248852428582252 
ALKA Tan APL 2Aee beh H6 97 

R Blodgett...... 221121222102202112010212 2-9 
51411844884538484512421 
L PAPPALAVRAGAAKREOYAFI EH 0-22 


At Florence, N. J. es 
. 10.—Charley Zwirlein, of Yardville; Isaac W. Budd, of 
seme and Ere é , of Trenton, shot a chree- 
cornered race to-day at the junds at Parker’s Hotel, Florence, 
N. J, The conditions were: birds per man, $50 a corner, handi- 


cap rise. Zwirlein won easily with-23- kills. The birds were a very 
fast lot, not a poor one being trapped out of the whole lot. Scores: 
C Zwirlein, 30 LEDOLLOLLL LLL TALL LLL —28 
C Weidman, 28.............55 LLL1111111110111010101011—20 
I W Budd, 30 OLLOOLITILILILITLIDIOLON - 19 
Setpen R, Prosasco 
Bound Brook Gun Club. 
Feb. 12.—The Bound Brook Gun Club’s shoot, for members only, 
took place to-day. The main event was at 50 targets. The score: 





U G Tingley....... LLL LO1111111111110111 10100010001 LOLOL LIL LOLLIOILL. 36 
W R Bassford...... 0010000000 101010000 101001.000001000 1000000000010 100 — 11 
C W Anderson. .. ...0111110101011001010101000 18 
* AR Jackson....... 01001110111 1 1000110001 1110101000101 100101 111000010—26 
Me EAs 60.0005 11001111 1010101 1 11101 111001 10101 101000001001000010—27 
Ed Smith.......... 0000 100001 1011 110001 11011 —12 
Alex Croter........ 1001 10001000101 101111001000 1001 L0001 Lw ~17 
Thos Yeager. .. .. ...100000010000070001000001 101000000 LI 00w on § 
LS du Four........ 0100100 10000001 1011100110 —10) 


R. Leake, Sec’y. 
Middlesex Gun Club. 


Soutn River, N. J., Feb. 12.—A live-bird tournament was held 
this afternoon on the inclosed grounds of the Middlesex Driving 
Club, near South River, N. J., under the management of C. H. 
Manahan, proprietor Middlesex Club House. Shooting was to 
have commenced at 10 A. M., but the morning was so rainy that 
no shooting was done till after lunch, when the rain stopped, the 
afternoon being perfect for shooting. The birds were all selected, 
and very fast, only one being called for not flying. The grounds, 
which are inside the driving track, are as good as any one could 
wish for for live-bird shooting. 

The following sweepstakes were shot off under American Shoot 
ing Association rules, Rose system of dividing purses. 

Stevens referee, Thos. Pratt scorer: 

EventS 1 and 2 were at 5 birds, three moneys, $2, birds extra, 
American Association rules. No. 3 was at lv selected birds, $5, 
birds extra, four moneys. A leather gun case and a leather shell 
box were given by, the management to the two high guns in this 
event; the former was won by F. Bissett, the latter by C. Shep- 
ard. Event No. 4 was at 3 birds, $1, birds extra, three moneys 
All events were shot under the Rose system. 








No, 1. No, 8. Shoot off. No, 4 
R M Dowell....,.12212- 5 2220201202— 7 .. 211 38 
T Belloff........ 2112-5 1002020201— 5 ... 222-3 
G Serong.... 0.0. 22012 4 2221222102-— 9 010-1 210 2 
EO IRS 2101-4 =otll-8 sygsiecesi — Wil ane o11—2 
Cc 1, Carpenter....10210 8% 22212-5 22712200122— 9 11-2 222-3 
C Muirhead...... OOO12—2 02200 —2 be 
Sn adintlnceindhd 20020—2 ‘ i 
C Shepherd,..... 1000w —1 eaten 111—8 wl 1 
L Belloff........ er -N 21012 -4 ; 221-38 
PL Pins: occsedess mill—3 
a eee 10200—2 oe 
ee 110—2 
OlLw 
Vi 1OMIIZI— 7 ... 121—8 
F Sawyer...........+% 0210211120 — 7 
GS oe 1000010w 


aes ' i1i-8 


Capt Bunk............ 
on} 541 9p qee «ch. \teeHtenes Ol . Olb—1 


W Gibeson...... 


ON LONG ISLAND. 


Parkway Gun Club. 

Feb. 8—The new Parkway Gun Club held quite a successful 
competition for its most important club event, the club cup, 
which is competed for monthly at Dexter Park. This was the 
only event which was decided. The conditions were 10 birds, 
handicaps 25 to 30yds. Following are the scores: 


Bookman, 27........ 2222112212—10 Hooney, 25......... 1022212*01— 7 
Knebal, 28......... 1022221111— 9 Blenk, 25........... 2001110210— 6 
Andrews, 30........112%110022— 7 Ehrichs, 25......... 0022211221— 8 
Botty, 28........... 2221122012— 9 Jay Bee, 28........ 0102102010— 5 
GER, Bbc sevedicers 222111211*— 9 Dr Atchison,, 25... .0120001022— 5 


Unknown Gun Club. 


Feb. 10.—The Unknown Gun Club held its regular shoot at 
Dexter Park to-day. Three sweeps were also shot. The event was 
well supported. At the annual meeting, which was held to-day, 
a jst of officers was elected as follows: President, H. Knebel; 
Vice-President, E. A. Broome; Treasurer, Dr. Moore; Secretary, 
W. A. Sands; Captain, E. Hanft. Dr. Schwartz won the medal 
for the highest aggregate score of 1897. Mr. E. Lippack offered 
a gold medal for club competition, the highest aggregate scores 
of 1898 to determine the winner. Two other medals, one gold, the 
othep silver, were offered for special competition. 

The score of the club shoot is as follows: 10 birds, 28yds. rise: 
Dr. Schwartz 4, W. A. Sands 3, C. Chichester 6, W. Selig 3, Dr. 
Moore 6, E. Vroome 7, E. Hanft 6, John Bohling 6, A. B. Vought 
3, W. Ackhurst 6 I. Heide 6, H. Knebel 4, §. B. Voorhees 6, 
T. B. Potter 5, D. Timpke 4. 


Brooklyn Gun Club. 


Feb. 12.—The shoot of the Brooklyn Gun Club resulted in the 
following scores: 


Events: 128345 Events: 193845 
Targets: 10 10 25 25 20 Targets: 10 10 25 25 20 
10 92228 .. McGlynn...........- pus Aes Be 
NO We 6 Te Ss cd aceshcccese 03 Ob 
10> TD GE 30 |. Ve three) vcencs ce I 44 Oe 
8 52820 18 Marshall............ .. a 7 
4 615..18 Lane........, oa Ot xe SF e 
810 21 25 19 Paterson....... ae oezbanoenee 
edobtdeuebeds ce Ome cs we 





Following is the score of the handicap shvot for the club cup: 
Beveridge, 5... LI1L1100001 1100111110010 0 001001011 LOTLIITLILITIO—45 


10111 4—4y 
Billings, 10..... LILLELIALLOLLIIILLLOLILLOLLLLALLTLELLLOLLILIOLLLOL1—44 

1011110110 — 7-51 
Harrison.......-LOLILILIOLIILILOLIOLOLLIONILALLOLIIOILLLLLIONILE — 41 
SWB.» ccccccces LILIILILLLOOLOOOLILOILLILIOLOOILLIOLIIIOIOLIIINIIII —3s 
WOO. cccccrses 11101100011101 10010101001 11001011 110111101 11001100 —29 
Marshall....... LLLIOOLLIONTILLLOLLOLIOOILLIIOIIIILOONIIIIONIOLIII - $8 
Matzen .......- LLLOLIIOOLLITILLOOIIIITIOLIOIIOOOIIOILIIIOIONLLOIOL — 


Pawling Rod and Gun Club. 


PawuiinG, N. Y., Feb. 12.--The Pawling Rod and Gun Club held 
an all-day shoot at targets to-day. There was a heavy fog all 
the time, and heavy rain part of the time. Under such conditions, 
it was only to be expected that the attendance would be small, 
and the scores correspondingly low. 

Everything is in readiness for our shoot on Washington's Birth- 
day, on which date our club will give the glad hand to all our old 
friends and to new ones. To all we say: “Come the night before 
the shoot, and be in it from the start. Shooting commences 
promptly at 9 A. M, 

In the table given below all events were shot from three traps, 
Sergeant system. No. 9 was at 15 targets, and No. 12 at 25 tar 
gets; all the rest at 10 targets. Scores: 





Events: 1234667 8 9 W111 12 
DARE «00 bes cageeueonecdveeretedes 6448 656 5 911 8 717 
Nelson 6968 8 6 7 812 7 62 

GS: Ga 2:8. 6 8%; 
66 8..7.7.86 Bib2O0c6 ss 
34. ae cre di ee. oe 
634646476 2.. 
Se RE eee Pee eee 
Morton Haynes, Sec’y. 
Elkwood Park. 


Editor Forest and Stream: * ; 
The opening of Elkwood Park shooting. grounds will be on 
h e 


Washington’s Birthday, Feb. Washington Handicap, 
15 birds, $7.60 entrance, birds extra, handicaps from 25 to Slyds. 
Miss-and-out events on other sets of traps. 3 
This being the opening of the Elkwood Park shooting grounds 
for the season of 1898, we will select the grounds most favorable 
to the birds. ag 
As we, having three sets of traps, it is possible to select one 
that will make the birds most difficult, as the desire of the man- 
agers of Elkwood Park is to. make trap-shooting as difficult as 
ossible. 
Piso affording those who anticipate taking part in the Grand Amer- 
ican Handicap an opportunity to practice on the sreenes where 
the above. event will be shot. Plenty of birds will be on hand, 
and the management promise an enjovable day’s sport. 
Dary & CHanrrav, Managers. 


Trap Around Butfalo. 


Audubon Gun Club. 


Burrato, N. Y., Feb. 7.—On Jan, 29 the Audubon Gun Club, 
of this city, held its first monthly shoot for one of the cups pre- 
sented for competition during the year. At its monthly meeting 
in December last the club Secide to put up thirteen cups for 
competition during the year 1898. ‘Twelve of these cups were to 
be known as “monthly cups,” one being shot for on the last Sat- 
urday in every month. The thirteenth was to go to the man mak- 
ing the highest aggregate in ten out of the twelve monthly shoots. 
rhe rules governing these contests are as follows: 

All events shall be at five known traps, unknown angles. 
All members to be handicapped. Handicap targets to be shot 
at, but in no event to exceed 26 scored, except for thirteenth 
trophy. The thirteenth trophy to be awarded to the shooter mak 
ing highest total in any ten of these events. Entrance for each 
event 50 cents, Tie birds extra at 1 cent each. All ties to be 
shot off at one-half original handicap. In ease of odd numbers 
last bird to count as one-half; score not to exceed 12%, The 
committee will have the right to adjust handicaps or amend rules 
every month, No entries taken after 3:30 P. M. 

On one page of the circular issued by the club to its member 
are the names of the members and their handicaps, To E. F. 
Hammond and F. D. Kelsey is accorded the post of honor as 
scratch men, both shooting at 25 targets. Grouped as “26-target 
men”’—that is, receiving an allowance of one extra target over 
Hammond and Kelsey—are Edward Andrews, L. W. Bennett, C. 
S. and E. C. Burkhardt, Alexander Forrester, Harry D. Kirk- 
ove and_L.. G Northrup. The club ane s members alto- 

ether. e shooting committee is composed of ; 

« W. Bennett and oi W. Smith. ° ee 

_Feb, 4.—The main event of the programme of the Audubon 
Gun Club to-day was No. 3 shoot, whie was for the club badge. 
In Class A A. C, Heinold won; in Class B A. Zoeller; in 
Class C J. J. Reid. The attendance was fairly good. Mr. C. 
Hebard and Dr, J, M. Rainie were of those who shot after quite 
an_absence from the traps: 

Events: 1 $466 Events: 

Targets: 10 15 25 15 Sp 20 Targets: 

A C Heinold.. 8 14 22 12 Ris > Hebard 
C S Burkhart.. 7101618 617 Jacobs 
Oe “Serr 122311 814 
R H Hebard... .. 912 9 712 


12:3456 
10 15 25 15 Sp 20 
csc anal 911 5.. 14 


Fanning .... ..... 2114 70 
M E Stotey.... .. .. 412 7 


ie ~ Serra 121710 611 Porter ........... .. 13 8.. 13 
B Talsma,...... .. 918... 9.. PG Myer,.ccc ss os 2013 .. 7 
E C Burkhardt. 5 91811 616 McCarney ..... .. .. 

G Zoeller .....- .. 12 23.10... .. © Geisdorfer ... “ii 14 

L W Bennett... .. 10 2011 ..19 Dr J M Rainie. .. .. 


\ wth oe 

Feb, %—The attendance was large at Audubon Park to-day, 
the local shooters being out in force. The event was a handica be 
26 birds, $15 entry, the money to go to the five high guns. Mr 
E. C. Burkhart, from the limit mark, killed his birds straight: 

Kelsey, 30yds., 23; Geisdorfer, 28yds., 24; Warren, ds., 23; 
Douglass, 29vds., 19; Wheeler, 29yds., 24; Mack, 2Tyds., 20;: Norris, 
28yds., 21; E. C. Burkhart, 30vds., 25; H D. Kirkover, Byds., 
C. S. Burkhardt, 30yds,, 23; Hammond, 28yds., 19. 

Bison Gun Club. 


Feb. 10.—The regular weekly shoot of the Bison Gun Club 
was held to-day. In the club badge shoot (No. 4 in the table be- 
low) Bauman _was the winner in Class A, Danser in Class B, and 


Schreier in Class C. Scores were as below, No. 7 being at 5 
pairs: 


Events: 1234667 Events: 12345667 

largets: 10 10 10 25 10 10 10 Targets: 10 10 10 26 10 10 10 
SE Tose rear 9 8..19.. 65 .. Schreier » Oi. Bet 64 
Ditton ...... 8 7 919 5 6 6 Foxie ....... 4: T OM: €.. 
Kinner 7 5 613 56 6 5& Saleman .... .. 6820 7.. 6 
Bauman .... 10 10 21 6 9 8 Bakeman........ 714....., 
Danser .... 8 7 2669 4 

Mack, Sec’y 


Boston Gun Club, 


WELLINGTON, Mass., Feb. 9.—The expert and amateur grazed 
elbows at Wellington, Wednesday, and the result was a very pleas- 
ant and more than usually interesting Boston Gun Club shoot. 
Sixteen members were out for fun, and it would seem that all 
found what they were secking, jokes and jollies being much in 
evidence, 

It affords rather a pleasant lesson that not a coin changes hands 
on the different events during all these afternoon shoots, yet 
never is there lacking poekive interest and good-natured rivalry. 
_ The beauties of the Boston Gun Club distance handicap, now 
in use for seven to eight years, were again exploited with Leroy, 
holding down a 2lyds, mark, and making scores on variable tar- 
gets alter three months’ lack of practice that an average shooter 
would be well pleased with. The five extra yards enabled him 
and his Remington a chance they were not slow to take hold of, 
and a little shooting at the distance where he rightfully belongs 
in comparison with other Jess accomplished shots would rather 
augment his present reputation as an expert than otherwise, 

A State association that would start the ball relling with the 
experts fairly ffraded yard py yard, and the amateurs likewise, 
all clubs to follow the lead, would do more for trap-shooting in 
the New England States than all the added moneys and added 
birds put together. 

Following are the scores in detail: 

Events: 








E 12346678 90 
Targets: 1010 610 5 610 10 10 10 10 
Gordon 7636328 7477 
Eastman - 89 28 4410 8 810 7 
Oe SET « €9 3-8 B22 Be as 
Winters 710410483789 7W 
Miskay ; $810 20 338 9 6 8W 
Woodruff 6918428849656 
RU arises ay tsp avegied hévont outs aeates 6s 473361078 8 
sarrett 975664289 6 6.. 
Horace 99..10043476 6, 
Nickols T OD BOs ac cn tccesionts 
POURS vas cccecensadsvesebeaten 9@48 3 3 Pe 
SPOMCET sec dcccesseceraversseatioecseoes 6s 10..10 44810 8 9 8 
POR nog avecosccpedeviccedsycdedbeteserad te $843.. 610 67 
2844.,48 98 
dtoycnd ts tastiotindrde-enigaben Or Meh anak 0% 
Cisvicdde cibaedencCeaeie dds res es aaeead oe ss. 5 





Events 1, 4, 7 and 10 known angles; 2, 6, 8 and 11 unknown; 
3 and 6 pairs; 9 reverse pull. 

Fifth contest prize match, 21 targets, 10 known, 5 unknown and 3 
pairs, distance handicap: 


SPONGE, We ies wcivvesstovns 111111111110 111014 10 10 11L—4—18 
WORE War cicdswides ves édeve MM—10 111104 10 10 10—3—17 
EONRON:. Tice harbcavscessvass 111113111110 O1111—4 11 00 01—3—17, 
BANOG Beis vcbevetevine cutcrees 1110111111— 9 1111-5 10 10 00—2—16 


PAIGRON, BOssnciesseves --++e LIMNI—10 110013 11 00 10—-3—16 
Eastman, 16................++. II010111— 8 11101—4 10 10 11—4—16 
SERIES IDs o-oo 00'b bay ede wien ae 10111101J1— 8 10111—4 11 10 10-4—16 
POM Wy dccre cvundeedinr .- 1101111110— 8 101114 10 10 10—-3—15 
Woodruff, 17 1100111111— 8 11011—4 10 00 10—2—14 
Priest, 16 .. 1111101101— 8 10110—-8 10 01 10—3—14 






er 1011110101-—- 7 01011—3 01 10 10—3—13 
Barrett, Dink ccuduneeshenii ade’ 1011110001—. 6 11110—4 00 10 10--2—12 
WAGED). Dihsanedererevactveees 1100110111— 7 i0011—3 1010 #—2—12 





MGM Bi nccecte thpatiucies 1010101110— 6 10101—3 10 10 00—2—11 
Team match, 40 targets, 10 known and 10 unknewn per shooter, 
distance handicap: 





Eastman ‘ ..» 1111. —10 1101111111— 9—19 
SOUR is ons 5 cb eeed --» 0010100111— 5 M1N111111—10—15—34 
SUMMED. dy tec nteincced NednASOn 1011011 111— 8 1111111111—10—18 
WEMMENU o's 5 Faeh« gach yok « deals 0001111111— 7 Ho0lnili— §— 
LOGON 54s viveveshdteatadedmen 1101110110— 7 1101011111— 8—15 
MEIN dag boxe vive tues nea 1111111100— 8 1101711111 9$—17—32 
GOON a ros cgucpincethebas 1011111101— 8 1011100111— 7—15 
Woodralh cicsecsccescvevccese 1111110011— 8 1111110101— 8—16—31 
Miskay : 1111101111— 9—17 


Horace 


1111011010— 7—11—28 
Boston. 





The Philadelphia Trap-Shooters' League continues to flourish. 
each of the eleven clubs composing the League being r ted 
by_a team at the tenth monthly shoot of the id Sat- 
urday, Feb. 5. Does meee know of a bettér or more en- 
thusiastic organization than this one that is domiciled in the 
City of Brotherly Love? It would seem as if the system of. 
handicapping adopted for the team race was about the pr 
thing, judging from the manner, in which interest in these sonthly 
gatherings is sustained from month to month. 
iA gense 2 the list of fixtures ot Wi eaninaten's ,Disthday 
shows that ere 18 ample portunity for an wi wants 
to shoot on that day to fy his desire. ‘And by the way, it 


might be ds well for club: secretaries and ers of tourna. 
ments to make a note of the fact that, if oer want their shoots 
to receive pro’ attention at the hands of the general 


ptblic, they should send in their announcements of the same as 
early as possible to Forest anv Srream. 
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FOREST AND STREAM. 


(Pep. 19, 1808. 





Philadelphia Trap-Shooters’ League. 

LADELPHIA, Pa., Feb. 5.—The tenth monthly shoot and 
aes of the Philadelphia Trap-Shooters’ League was held 
to-day on the grounds of the Glen Willow Club, near Cinnamin- 
son Station, north of Manayunk. There were eleven clubs repre- 
sented by a total of sixty-five shooters. . 

The scores were not quite up to the usual form, owing most 
probably to the weather conditions. A series of sweepstake events 
were held in the morning. In these events Mink, Anderson, 
Haupt, Park, Torpey, Yost, U. M. C., Jr., Daly, Blundin, Kel- 
ler, Redifer, Jenkins, Koss and Daly figured at the top of the 
i time. : 
a eae conant from a distance were: Mrs. M. F. Linds- 
ley (Wanda), a the King Powder Company, of Cincinnati, O., 
wee took part in a few of the sweeps shot during the day. Ac- 
companying Mrs. Lindsley was T. H. Keller, who represents 
the interests of the Kin Powder Company and Peters Cartridge 
Company in this part of the States. Another visitor was John J. 
Hallowell, known as U. Pe owing to his connection with 

ridgeport, Conn. 

a eae vugremane at these monthly shoots 
is always the team race, which is a handicap affair, the weaker 
clubs being allowed extra targets to shoot at. To-day’s contest 
was won by the Southwark Club with 145 out of 203; the aaves 
Lake Gun Club and the Roxborough Gun Club tied for secon 
place with 142 each out of 175 an 189 respectively. Below are 
the scores in this race, the figures after the club’s name denoting 
ee Ciub, 165—Burton 4, Sehore 2%, Cartledge 21, 

17, Anderson . ; 
We eke Parke iu, iri *. Shannon 24, Winchester 
isher 24, Ford 23—142. 
soeees i. Soe Cinb, er ose 22, Ridge 21, Haupt 25, G. 

urmap 18, Landis 18—123. : ° 
OF Fees 7 euneyivenia, 167—Paul 24, Neilson 27, Steel 23, 
ae Giub 12—Crother 22, Butts 27, Redefer 27, 
7, Myers i 

Opes & ome 205—Hummer 29, Read 26, McAfee 24, 

i "Brien 24, Burt 23—145. . 

SGlen Willow Gun Ciub, iT Weinman 25, Cowan 28, Hinkle 14, 
i 24, Hopkins . £ 

POS cat Gon Club, 189—Blundin 2%, McFall 23, Giles 27, 

THe. sun Club, Sis Daly 29, MeMichael 25, Von Hart 21, 

Don Soistman 1 ; 

MgDennell 4. tT R. Gost 21, _— 22, Hagenbottom 24, 
i : . Smith 16—126. . i 
Jeger, ete 26, Riotto 18, Grier 18, Forrest 
a ison 21—117. ; 
= Dope on the magautrap were shot as below: 
Events: 123465678 9 Wl 


Targets: 10 10 0 1 
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; 
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Trap Around Pittsburg. 


Hazelwood Gun Club. ; 
—The Hazelwood Gun Club held its 
asain one ee Sema the following list of officers to 


: President, John N. Crossland; First 
ViecPre ean oe Messner; Second Vico-§ ressient. = 
Man .s Secretary and Treasurer, John McNeil; apie a 
Maneaer, John N. Crossiend; Shootias Compninnes: oe Wyman 
: , 0 : ~ *, : 
tae —_ ee Stilley Frank Hughes, Frank Coupon. 
Frank Wilbert, J. G. Wyman, J. O'H. Denny, J. G.~ Messner, 
1 ees i ber of the members indulged in a 
es “Shoot, which. Sen. wou "by President Crossland. = 
vart-off was a W0-bird race between Crossland and ajunsen, le 
ues others got in after the first 25 birds had been shot at, 
the scores made were as follows: 





Sieceinala coschecteynchovevesarsaveseiee’ 2102111022022120222122220—20 
WMSON cecceree wees ° ougzizian2— 21 
ae 21221212122122211 me 
Crossland ......sssserereeee : 
0222222202222—22 
MESSE oo. cccccccsscerseeerneeeenereees Be = 
i a ah iciedoan irate ***"101022220202211221202212—19 


Herron Hill Gun Club. mek ss 
— f the Herron Hill Gun Club entertaine 
ee Late oun . practice shoot on the club grounds on 
Davis Island. There were three 7-bird events and two miss-and- 
out shoots, and the following scores = Te a Se il 
. 2. . °. . 

No, 1 No. . °. : 
****9901922—6 2.s0100—8 11121227 221222121 21222122 
‘ 2122222—7 2222222—7 20222025 22220 20 
McPherson .....0212120—5 02022125 22222227 110 
So veceeceee@L10102—4 1122112—7 000111 -—3 20 10 
Strong ........--2222222—7 22222227 222220 —65 22212211 

Feb. 8—A. H. King killed 25 birds out of a possible 25 in the 
shoot 2t the grounds of the Herfon Hill Gun Club to-day, winning 
a cup. Scores: 








SerOMg 22. .ceregerescccssecess seehivon te . « »-1211121222021212011022122—22 
Five miss-and-outs were shot as follows: 


No.1. No.2 No. 3. No. 4. No, 5. 





History of the Grand Hotel Cup. 


Inp1anarotis, Ind., Feb. 5.—This handsome and valuable trophy 
was presented to the Limited Gun Club, of Indianapolis, just 
previous to its first annual interstate amateur autumn tournament, 
which occurred in September, 1895, by the Hon. Thomas Taggart, 
Mayor of the city of pcienapere, progetetor of the Grand. Hotel, 
and 3 member of the Limited Gun Club. It thus became the per- 
sonal property of the Limited Gun Club, and that organization 
will dictate the conditions under which contests for its temporary 
possession may occur. s ; ; 3 

Immediately upon receipt of Mayor Taggart’s beautiful gift, 
the club decided to offer it for competition in the autumn tourna- 
ment. It was made emblematic of the amateur championship 
at targets of the five States—Ohio, Kentucky, Michigan, Lilinois 
and Indiana—and was contested for in a sweepstake at 50 targets, 
unknown angles. Mr. Harry Lyons, of Louisville, Ky., and Mr. 
George Elliott, of Rochester, Ind., tied with 49 each. Mr. Lyons 
won the shoot-off. ; 

The cup was returned for the second interstate amateur autumn 
tournament, and was again placed in’ a sweepstake at 50 targets, 
unknown angles. Mr. O. V. Ebelsisor, of New Albany, Ind., and 
Royal Robinson, of Indianapolis, tied with 46 each. r. Ebelsisor 
won the shoot-off. 

It was returned for the third interstate amateur autumn tourna- 
ment, and was contested for at 100 targets, unknown angles, en- 
trance price of targets, but it was also left open to challenge to 
add to its interest and value. It was won by Mr. W. M. Thomp- 
son, of La Fayette, Ind., with a score of 91. 

Mr. E. H. Tripp, of indianapolis, challenged Mr. Thompson. 
The match was shot at Crawfordsville, Ind., and resulted in a vic- 
tory for Mr. Tripp. Score, 86 to 84. Mr. George C. Beck, of 
Indianapolis, challenged Mr. Tripp, and won from him at Indian- 
opens by a score of 86 to 77. r. John Cooper, of Indianapolis, 
coaseneed Mr. Beck, but Mr. Beck held the trophy by a score 
0 to ° 

Mr. Fred Erb, of La Fayette, Ind., has challenged Mr. Beck, 
who has naméd Feb. 28, at Indianapolis, as the time and place 


for the match. 
The Conditions 


geverning the contest for the temporary possession of the Grand 
Totel cup for the year 1897-1898 are as follows: 

Any amateur residing in either of the five States, Ohio, Ken- 
tucky, Illinois, Michigan and Indiana may challenge for the cu 
by sendig $10 forfeit to the Limited Gun Club, Indianapolis. If 
the directors of the club consider the challenger eligible they 
will immediately notify the holder, who will accept within teu 
days of the receipt of the challenge, forward: $10 to the secretary 
and name a date and place for the match within thirty days af 
his acceptance of said challenge. Should the decision be against 
the challenger his money will be promptly returned, P 

On the bey of the match each party will put up an additional 
$10, the winner to take the trophy and the stake. The match will 
be shot at 100 targets per man, unknown angles. In case of a tie 
the contestants will shoot at 25 targets each, unknown angles, 
and continue until the match is decided. The cost of the targets 
can be arranged by the contestants. Should the holder fail in 
any of the above conditions the cup is forfeited to the challenger. 
The winner will be required to furnish a satisfactory bond for 
the safe return of the cup to the Limited Gun Club for challenge 
competition and for the annual interstate autumn tournament. 
No challenge will be considered after the holder has been notified 
to return the cup for the annual tournament. 


Limitep Gun Crus. 


Missouri’s State Shoot is Wide Open. 


Kansas City, Mo., Feb. 4.—In firing this my first gun on paper 
I have a two-fold object in view. First, to insure the class most 
interested, viz., the professional, or paid shooters (manufacturers’ 
agents, etc.), that a hearty welcome awaits them all from every 
section of America at the annual tournament of the Missouri 
State Fish and Game Protective Association, to be held May 16- 
21, in this city. All events, except those of purely local and State 
interest, such as individual championships at live birds and targets, 
State club shoots, etc., will be open to the world, the management, 
however, reserving the right to exclude any shooter who, for any 
cause, fails to measure up to the “noble standard.” 


My second reason for wpyperting upon your valuable time and 
space is to give my idea of t 


¢ paid shooter at our annual tourna- 
ments. 


if 1 were-in the sporting goods business I certainly would bar 
all professional shooters, for the following reason: Everything in 
the line of guns, ammunition, shooting costumes, etc., is furnished 
y the manufacturers, hence he is a poor customer of the retail 
sporting goods merchant. If I were only an ordinary shot I 
would keep Mr. Good Shot away from all tournaments, in order 
that I might be able to earn a second-class gun or some article 
of merchandise hardly worth the freight or express charges home. 
The amateur base ball team has for its audience the rabble, whose 
enthusiasm reaches out to the limit of the precinct of the ward 
in which the lot is situated, and on which they play ball. The 
same can be said of foot ball and other classes of athletic sports. 
Except in isolated cases it’s the “‘way-upper” that we spend our 
money to see, that draws the crowds. mateur theatricals live 
ony or a night, and then only in the midst of its friends. 

My experience in the game has covered a period of only 
yeere, but in my estimation the best four years of trap-shooting 
ife. 1 have attended a number of so-called amateur tournaments. 
They are a success for a day, when “my friend from the brush” 
goes back to his home and lives in seclusion until the next tourna- 
ment adjacent to his county takes place, when by dint of much 
denial he has saved up $6 to shoot another day. But give me 
the tournament where the bars are thrown down, and where no 
little two-by-four shooters need apply; where an intelligent and 
equitable handicap prevails; where all the “‘daddies of them all” 
meet, and have to shoot some to stay in the game. The kind of a 
tournament I mean is the kind that the Missouri State Fish and 
Game Protective Association has had for the past two years. In 
May of this year a bigger and better one than ever wall be held. 
I of course expect to be jumped on by a great many people 
who do not agree with me, but I have something up my sleeve 
left for all such, The definition of amateur has been given to 
the vast army of your readers a number of times. I have my own 
peculiar construction, which can be readily understood by a 
perusal of the above. 

n conclusion, we extend an invitation to our Eastern friends, 
and particularly to our Chicago brethren, to be present at the 
greatest tournament of the year. . M. WaLpen 


Pres. M. S. F, and G. P. A. 


. 
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Smokeless Powders at Low Temperatures, 


New Haven, Conn., Feb. 11.—Editor Forest and Stream: In 
view of the items which are appearing in Western papers as to 
the failures of smokeless powders to explode at low temperatures, 
we write to say that we yesterday exposed U. S. .80 Government 
cartridges of our make, loaded with Du Pont’s powder, for one 
hour to a freezing mixture of carbonic acid, snow and ether. This 
mixture gives calculated temperature of about 100 degrees below 
zero,, Fahrenheit. The cartridges so - 


7 ; : > osed were taken from 

the mixture and immediately fired, with the result that they gave 

geomet fire in every instance. Velocities were reduced about 
t. 


We would say further that the ordinary test of the Ordnance 
Department includes the firing of smokeless powders at 40 degrees 
below zero, and that the powders will easily stand such an in- 
spection, ; ° 

We believe this report has been made by some one whose gun 
was Sones by freezing oil, so that the hammer failed to deliver 
its full blow, or the —7 in had lost its free action. 

We hope you will publish the above information, which you can 
feel sure is correct. Wincuester Repeatinc Arms Co. 





John F. Weiler Gun Club, 


Attentown, Pa., Feb, 9.—The scores made at the John F. 
Weiler Gun Club's’ shoot to-day are as follows: 
Medal sheot, 25 targets per man: 






M Brey vescccecsseeesesesegeeeeeeee eee ee sOOMMOMMIIIIIIIN1101111—21 
O Acker .......: ooo —15 
© Kerambioh 200200222222 . -1100111111100121111100100—16 
W L Gillette........++++- 011—22 
O Griesemer ..........00 - - --0001111110101111001010000—13 
E Ulmer vvsssssessessssssessesesseeess ss OL1Q1000101 01001—16 


WREIONG ~ Sbesncccccsctseeseccchenndnsclkeeeneel 
Mat 16 live birds man, $25 a side, Hurlingham rules: 
Wek A a ties sei Weller 38 9, M._B a 0 ii 8 

stake, e : J.B ler 9, M. i 
Piickenger’ 8, Big 4 & Reemligh SE Ghee gy, 
10, esemer 9. 


8, Flickenger 8, Big Hufford 
ividual : Gossner 
_T C. F, Kaauzice, Fin, Sec’y. 
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Lincoln Gun Club. 


Lincoty, Neb., Feb. 7.—A_ very interesting shoot of our club 
occurred on Feb. 4. We think it very interesting, as our vice- 
president, Geo. B. Simpkins, and our secretary, Geo. L. Carter, 
tried to see who was the best man, The day was avery disagree- 
able one. A strong wind blew across the traps, making good scores 
impossible. . 

The match for $25 a side*was won by Mr. Carter in both the 
contest for targets and live birds. Those who engaged in the 





shooting say they never had a more, @iSagreeable day. This ac- 
counts Ler the scores being below the usual average of Lincoln 
sportsmen. 
The score of the 50-target event was as follows: 
Simpkins ........ 10011110110101001001000001101010101110100111001111—27 
ee ee 111101011.01011110111111011111111110019011111101101—40 
The score of the live-bird event, 25 birds, was as follows: 
Simpkins : 00100020210111*0010100001—10 
CUO Veadd nubs dcstccdet'ogivOes 2220211121*121*0—19 


The club participated in a handicap event, the first prize being 
a Falcon camera. It was for 25 targets, with $1 entrance and three 
moneys. Scores: 


Event No. 3, three moneys, 60 cents entrance, was won by Bain. 
Carter won third in the shoot-off with Simpkins. 






Events: 23 4 Events: 23 4 

Targets: 25 10 10 Targets: 25 10 10 
RR eee er EE. cb scscecsaddeedin 23 4... 
GAGS onderecdpcdect seas 246 Marin .. ome’ Sy ée 
SRMONED i iicgic'elk oun Uoout re Se -2% 7. 
SEE sng nov ewietencnae 25 6 7 Bain oe 9 
COE Vik cay hows » «vices 21.... Allonsb 3 ae 
MINS. WSi6 cds odd sess OP BD OE Nadedavchcusddcess ee 6 5 





Dansville Gun Club. 


DanSvittz, N. Y., Feb. 4.~The Dansville Gun Club held its 
regular practice shoot today. The day was all that could be 
desired, except perhaps a little too bright. And in the latter part 
of the afternoon the sun shone in the faces of the shooters, making 
it difficult to see the targets from two of the traps, but neverthe- 
less the scores and averages show that the members are im- 










proving at each succeeding shoot. The following scores were 
made: 
Events: > SP we UE et Gr et ae ee 
_ Targets: 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 56 
a a ee . - 2 2 2 eS wa eS 
McWhorter eee et a, ee ee 
OE sosteanct ee WB ree eT As Melee” 0s: 0s 
Tompkins BME AMS uh ook eS 
* rae So Se -e 8: Bo e 
PONORS ik céidcs bdasvcedecs<s i: Pa Pt a es ee 
Ee POE Site viscscscicdssaat oe eee Te ee 
BEY sb cGhocbeVesvovsscseusy sea Se et eee. 2. RS og 
SNE ‘Sado cedeuacactawepecesde SS. ee og PR Bee | 
EEE Sod cdvebslocetecddeakescae 2 Sore 8 ¢ Ss € 8 
PR rr | be dtp 3h. TSR ASE ee 
DE Seddconcieockscetcecd cancer es or SS oe eS 
SUD wis uh cednh esau cbatestacseat By * oe a Y ee Cee oe take be 
GE disccvoccsvsebedcsccncadet St se 6s 0s os J S.5 ee 


Wittey, Sec’y. 








Answers to Correspondents. 





No notice taken of avonymous communications. 





A. B., Chicago.—In shooting live birds at the trap, a bird is 
badly wounded and falls, striking the wire that forms the bound- 
ary; when the bird is retrieved it is found that all of the bird, 
except perhaps its tail, is on the outside of the boundary wire. 
How should such a bird be scored? Ans. Supposing that b 
“boundary wire” is rheant a wire fence such as is generally used, 
the bird is a lost bird. When an open boundary is used, the 
boundary is understood to be a strai ht line drawn between cer- 
tain points, which are ‘marked; in such a case, even if the tail of 
the bird is on the line, it should be scored a dead bird—that is, 
if any part of the bird touches the boundary line, when an open 
boundary is used, it is to be scored a dead bird. 








PUBLISHERS’ DEPARTMENT. 


Washington. 


THREE-DAY PERSONALLY CONDUCTED TOUR, 
Tue three-day personally-conducted tour of the Pennsylvania 


Railroad, Thursday, March 3, presents an excellent opportunity 
to become thoroughly familiar with the National Capital at a slight 





expense. Visits will be made under the intelligent direction of 
an eupetinnced Tourist Agent to all the principal points of inter- 
est, t 


e Capitol, Executive Mansion, Congressional Library, the 
Monument, National Museum, etc. An experienced chaperon 
will also accompany the party as a companion for the unescorted 
lady tourists. 

The rate, $14.50 from New York, $11.50 from Philadelphia, and 
proportionate rates from other points, includes all necessary ex- 
penses oong the entire trip—transportation, hotel accommoda- 
tions and guides. 

Persons desiring to return via Gettysburg may do so by pur- 
chasing tickets at $2 extra, which include this privilege. n op- 
portunity will also be afforded to visit Mt. Vernon and Arlington 
at a slight additional expense. 

For itineraries, tickets and_ full information, apply to ticket 
agents; Tourist Agent, 1196 Broadway, New York; or address 
Geo. W. Boyd, Assistant General Passenger Agent, Broad Street 
Station, Philadelphia.—Adv. 


St. Augustine, Palm Beach and Nassau. 


Tue Florida East Coast Line announces, effective Feb. 14, a 
parlor car train will leave St. Augustine upon arrival “New York 
& Florida Limited,” via the Pennsylvania, Southern R’y and F 
C. & P. R. R., reaching Palm Beach at 10 P. M., making stops 
at Daytonia, Rockledge and Ormond, The Florida Limited leaves 
New York daily, except Sunday, at 11:50 A. M., reaching St. 
Augustine following afternoon at 2:20 P. M. It is the most com- 
plete Pullman train that ever left York for Florida, composed ex- 
clusively of Dining, Library, Compartment, Drawing Room, Sleep- 
ing_and Observation cars. In addition to the through service 
to St. Augustine, a Pullman Drawing Room Sleeping Car is oF 
erated on the same train, New York to Augusta, affording excel- 
lent facilities for reaching Aiken. For full particulars regarding 
Florida East Coast resorts and Nassau, call on or address Alex. 


S. Thweatt, Eastern Passenger Agent, 271 Broadway, New York 
city.— Adv, 





The Mutual Life’s Good Showing. 


Tue annual report of the Mutual Life Insurance Company, of 
New York, published in another column, shows that company to 
have made noteworthy advances as usual in every department of 
its business. The assets on Dec. 31, 1897, amounted to $253,786,437, 
showing an increase for the year of $19,042,289.24. The cash in- 
come for the twelve months aggregated $54,162,608.23, and the dis- 
bursements for death claims, matured endowments, dividends 
and other accounts to $36,124,060.99. The pecpies fund from which 
dividends are paid now amounts to $35,508, . 


A Handsome Metal Paper Cutter and Book Mark 
Combined 


fi f postage under sealed cover on receipt of 10 cents 
Bh tae The latest, best and most careless adjunct 
of every library and office. Address Geo. H. Heafford, 410 Old 
Colony Building, Chicago, Ill.—Adv, 





date of Feb. 11, Mr. C. C. Beveridge writes us as fol- 
ane om gunk to say that through = advertisement in 
Forest AND Stream I have sold = setter. I have had many more 
ee The letters still keep com, 





